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Parish Vision: TO BUILD A VIBRANT UNITED CHRISTIAN PARISH SHARING AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER SELFLESSLY

    We dedicate annually the month of October with 
the devotion to the Holy Rosary.  The Rosary for 
most people is a simple, easy and most powerful 
prayer which can be prayed by any person.  The 
Rosary is a meditative prayer actually focussing on 
Christ in almost all the mysteries including the Lu-
minous mysteries which were added in recent times 
by St John Paul II to the traditional Joyful, Sorrowful 
and Glorious Mysteries. 

   A Youth once told me that he could not pray the 
rosary as it was repetitive and boring, he felt sleepy 
and would always continuously yawn at that time.  
His parents would often force him to pray the ro-
sary which he would not like to join in.  I gave him 
two replies: when a lover tells his loved one “I love 
you” several times a day, it never sounds boring to 
the listener.  Each time the “I love you” is expressed, 
it sounds like magic to the ears.  Similarly when we 
pray the Hail Mary, we are expressing our love to 
Mary a number of times. 

   The second reply was that if the Rosary sounded 
repetitive, I suggest we pray the intercessory rosary 
with petition added to the Holy Mary prayer, for 
eg, The Hail Mary is prayed as usual but the Holy 
Mary is prayed with an intercession like  “Holy 
Mary mother of God, pray for Dad who is not well” 
Amen. Or “Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for 
those who will die today. Amen.  Or: “Holy Mary, 
mother of God, pray for those who have gone away 
from God. Amen.  Adding a petition to the Holy 
Mary will never lead you to distraction or a feeling 
of boredom. 

   More than a century ago, a proud university student 
boarded a train in France and sat next to an older man 
who seemed to be a peasant of comfortable means. The 
brash student noticed that    the older gentleman was 
slipping beads through his fingers. He was praying the 
Rosary.

   "Sir, do you still believe in such outdated things?" the 
student inquired.

   "Yes, I do. Don't you?" the man responded. 

   The student laughed and admitted, "I do not believe in 
such silly things. 

    Take my advice. Throw that rosary out of the window 
and learn what science has to say about it."

   "Science? I do not understand this science. Perhaps you 
can explain it to me," the man said humbly, tears welling 
in his eyes.

    The university Student noticed that the man was deep-
ly moved. To avoid hurting the older person's feelings, 
he said, "Please give me your address and I will send you 
some literature to explain the matter to you."

   The man fumbled in the inside pocket of his coat and 
pulled out his business card. On reading the card, the 
student lowered his head in shame and was speechless. 
The card read: "Luis Pasteur, Director of the Institute of 
Scientific Research, Paris." 

   The deluded student had encountered his country's 
leading chemist and bacteriologist, and a scientist of 
worldwide renown.

    There is great power in the Rosary, It is said that 
every Hail Mary said with faith is a blow to the evil 
one!  Let us not SAY the rosary but let us PRAY the 
rosary.

Always pray the rosary SLOWLY as you would talk 
to anyone whom you would want to listen to you.  
If I talk fast, you would not understand what I am 
speaking but if I spoke slowly, you would under-
stand every word.  We must feel the power of the 
Rosary prayer while we pray the Hail Mary and tell 
our Mother to pray for us.

May we strengthen our devotion to our Blessed 
Mother as we cherish the Rosary prayer. Our Lady 
of the Rosary...Pray for us

- Fr Byron Mendonça

EDITORIAL



HOLY CROSS CHAPEL NOVENA - flag hoisting

THE VELANKANNI FLAG BEING HOISTED AT BUNDERPAKHADI
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KNOWING YOUR PARISH ASSOCIATIONS/CELL/MINISTRIES

"The Lord has given me a well-trained tongue that 
I may speak to the weary a word that will rouse them." (Isaiah. 50.4).

   The Word of God is not merely read during the 
liturgy; it is proclaimed. Effective proclamation 
involves delivering the message with clarity, at the 
appropriate speed, and with passion. Proclamation 
is a special ministry which presupposes faith and 
also rouses faith in those who hear the Word pro-
claimed. Blessed are they who accept the challenges 
of this ministry.
   At times, when we read the Word, we come across 
readings that touch us so much that it’s shown in the 
way we deliver it. That beautiful feeling of uncondi-
tional love, adoration, and reverence rises within us 
which is felt by the congregation as well. It is a huge 
responsibility because the Word of God reverently 
received, moves the heart, since God’s word is the 
food of Christian life and the source of prayer of the 
whole Church. As a Proclaimer of the Word, we are 
the instruments of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
works through our being and our voice to help in 
the spiritual transformation of those listening.
   “To be a proclaimer of the Word is an awesome 
responsibility, a humbling reality, and a grace-filled 
calling!”
    As rightly said by one of our lectors, Sharon Pan-

dey, “To me, proclaiming the Word of God means 
God himself choosing me to spread His Word to 
His people. As I read and understand every word I 
speak, I believe God is touching the hearts and lives 
of every person listening to the Word.” Another 
lector, Praveen Pereira says, “As a lector, I feel it a 
privilege to be of service to read God’s word to oth-
ers every time an opportunity is given to me. Before 
I read, I always pray that my reading may touch the 
hearts of all those who will listen to it.” And as for 
me, being a lector brought me closer to God, because 
in the hope that people may listen and understand 
the Word of God appropriately, I started under-
standing it better myself.
    I am sure this is what every lector experiences. 
These few speak on behalf of all the lectors of our 
parish. The Association of Lectors meets on the 
third Saturday after the evening mass once in every 
two months. We hope that our ministry as lectors 
may continue to strive to spread Christ through the 
Scriptures, to the Assumption Family.

Coordinator: Vijaytha Ail
Please contact the parish office for further details

HOLY CROSS CHAPEL NOVENA - flag hoisting

   Devotion to The Divine Mercy involves a total commitment to God as Mercy. It is a decision to trust com-
pletely in Him, to accept His mercy with thanksgiving, and to be merciful as He is merciful.
   The Divine Mercy Novena devotion begins every year on Good Friday and ends with the Feast on the 
Sunday after Easter Sunday, (known as Divine Mercy Sunday the world over). 
   Through this devotion the message takes on a powerful new focus, calling people to a deeper understand-
ing that God’s love is unlimited and available to everyone — especially the greatest sinners.
    The Divine Mercy team comprises of Edna, Lorraine and Genevieve.  During the yearly novenas, Sharon 
assist us in the singing of the Chaplet on all the nine days.
    From September 25, we will be conducting the Divine Mercy devotion at the Bunder Pakhadi Chapel in 
the evening after Mass by reciting the Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by the Novena prayer. 
    We would be happy to welcome parishioners to join us in the above prayer service. 

Coordinator: Genevieve D’Souza
Please contact the parish office for further details

As there are so many associations, cells & ministries in our parish, many of us may not know how these 
associatians minister and reach out in our parish. A page is dedicated to introduce our parishioners to the 
associations and anyone is welcome to join the association of their choice.
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PORTFOLIOS OF OUR PARISH TEAM  (2015-2016) 

PARISH BODIES PRIEST-IN-CHARGE
1 PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL FR DOM
2 PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE FR DOM
3 PARISH PROPERTY COMMITEE FR DOM
4 PARISH COUNCIL OF ASSOCIATIONS FRS DOM/BYRON/PREDHEEP
5 PARISH SCC STEERING COMMITTEE FRS DOM/BYRON/PREDHEEP
6 BOMBAY CATHOLIC SABHA FR DOM

                  PARISH ASSOCIATIONS          PRIEST-IN-CHARGE
7             PARISH YOUTH MOVEMENT FR PREDHEEP
8                   PARISH LITURGY TEAM FR BYRON
9 EXTRA ORD. MINISTERS OF HOLY 

                     COMMUNION 
 

FR PREDHEEP

10         CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL FR BYRON
11                LEGION OF MARY JUNIOR FR PREDHEEP
12                  LEGION OF MARY SENIOR FR PREDHEEP
13                 LEGION OF MARY TAMIL FR PREDHEEP
14                                LECTORS   FR. BYRON
15 SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION FR DOM
16 ALTAR SERVERS FR PREDHEEP

                             PARISH CELLS          PRIEST-IN-CHARGE
17 BIBLE CELL FR BYRON
18                             HEALTH CELL FR DOM
19 PARISH MEDIA & 

             COMMUNICATION TEAM 
 

FR BYRON

20   PARISH WEBSITE FR BYRON
21 VOCATION PROMOTION CELL FR DOM
22 FAMILY CELL FR DOM
23              FRIENDS OF MISSION CELL FR DOM
24                          DIVINE MERCY  FR. BYRON
25 PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC 

ADORATION (PEACE)
FR DOM

26 CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY 
ORGANISATION (CCO)

FR DOM

27 BUNDERPAKHADY MAHILA MANDAL FR DOM
28 ASSUMPTION CULTURAL TEAM  (ACT) FR. BYRON

                  PARISH ADMINISTRATION          PRIEST-IN-CHARGE
29 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION IN GENERAL FR DOM
30                       MAINTENANCE FR DOM/ FR BYRON
31 CHURCH STAFF WORKERS FR BYRON
32 HOSPITALITY FR BYRON
33 COUNTING OF COLLECTIONS FR PREDHEEP
34 MARKETING AND PROVISIONS FR BYRON

...CONTD.
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PORTFOLIOS OF OUR PARISH TEAM  (2015-2016) 

                               PARISH MINISTRIES          PRIEST-IN-CHARGE
35 SUNDAY SCHOOL FR BYRON
36                  PRE BAPTISM CATECHESIS FR PREDHEEP
37 RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) FR PREDHEEP
38 PARISH YOUTH ANIMATING TEAM (PYAT) FR PREDHEEP
39 CHOIRS AND CANTORS FR BYRON
40 USHERS FR BYRON
41           POOR AND NEEDY & HELP AGE FR DOM
42 CHURCH DECOR FR. BYRON
43 BUNDERPAKHADY LITURGY COORDINATION FR. BYRON
44 HOLY HOUR COMMITTEE FR. BYRON

    PRIEST-IN-CHARGE OF THE SCC’S  (2015-2016)

COM COMMUNITY  PRIEST-IN-
CHARGE          

COORDINATOR

1 PETER & PAUL FR DOM SELWYN MIRANDA
2 ASSUMPTION FR DOM SAMANTHA REBELLO
3 INFANT JESUS FR PREDHEEP AMOL RAJ
4 LITTLE FLOWER FR BYRON IVAN D’SILVA

5 ST. JOSEPH FR BYRON DEODITA FERNANDES
6 MARIAM FR DOM SANDEEP SATHE
7 O.L. PERP SUCCOUR FR DOM JOSEPH FU
8 HOLY CROSS FR DOM YVETTE D’SOUZA
9 ROSARIAN FR PREDHEEP RITA D’SOUZA
10 JESUS & MARY FR PREDHEEP ANITA NANDOSKAR
11 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER FR PREDHEEP ROSALINE BOSCO
12 HOLY TRINITY FR. BYRON NEETA KANCHAN
13 SHIELD OF FAITH FR. BYRON FAUSTA D’SOUZA
14 ST. JUDE FR PREDHEEP JULIET BORGES
15 IMM. HEART OF MARY FR DOM LEENA FERNANDES
16 DON BOSCO FR PREDHEEP IRIS D’SOUZA
17 ST. ANTHONY FR PREDHEEP SAGAYARAJ KOVILPILLAI
18 MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS FR DOM EDWARD D’CUNHA
19 EMMANUEL FR PREDHEEP REHEA QUADROS
20 DIVINE MERCY FR BYRON ESPE DIAS
21 SACRED HEART OF JESUS FR BYRON SHEILA MATHIAS

SCC PROJECT COORDINATOR - MRS. LYDIA CARVALHO    

...CONTD.

...CONTD. FROM PAGE 4
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O. L. OF ASSUMPTION PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (2014-2016  - AS ON DATE )  

*EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
                                      NAME          MEMBER

FR. DOMINIC ALVES PARISH PRIEST
FR. BYRON MENDONÇA ASST. PARISH PRIEST

FR. PREDHEEP SVD ASST. PARISH PRIEST
SR DOLLY ROSE D’SOUZA RELIGIOUS SISTER

SELWYN MIRANDA VICE-PRESIDENT
LEENA FERNANDES SECRATARY
LYDIA CARVALHO SCC PROJECT COORDINATOR
ESPECIOSA DIAS APC REPRESENTATIVE

SCC COORDINATORS
                                      NAME          MEMBER

STS. PETER & PAUL SELWYN MIRANDA*
ASSUMPTION SAMANTHA REBELLO
INFANT JESUS AMOL RAJ

LITTLE FLOWER IVAN D’SILVA
ST. JOSEPH DEODITA FERNANDES
MARIAM SANDEEP SATHE

O.L. PERP SUCCOUR JOSEPH FU
HOLY CROSS YVETTE D’SOUZA

ROSARIAN RITA D’SOUZA
JESUS & MARY ANITA NANDOSKAR

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER ROSALINE BOSCO
HOLY TRINITY NEETA KANCHAN

SHIELD OF FAITH FAUSTA D’SOUZA
ST. JUDE JULIET BORGES

IMM. HEART OF MARY LEENA FERNANDES*
DON BOSCO IRIS D’SOUZA

ST. ANTHONY S. KOVILPILLAI
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS EDWARD D’CUNHA

EMMANUEL REHEA QUADROS
DIVINE MERCY ESPECIOSA DIAS*

SACRED HEART OF JESUS SHEILA MATHIAS

                                   NAME          MEMBER
PCOA SHARON D’SOUZA
PCOA CLIVE RODRIGUES
PCOA VIJAYATHA AIL
PCOA GENEVIEVE D’SOUZA
PCOA JOYLAN ANDRADE

NOMINATED (SCHOOL)   FATIMA PEREIRA
NOMINATED YOUTH ADONIS DIAS

ELECTED/NOMINATED MEMEBERS
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O. L. OF ASSUMPTION PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (2014-2016  - AS ON DATE )  AUXILIARY RALLY

In order to defray our expenses, we are accepting
  advertisements for the Assumption Link.         

You may send the Ads. on 
assumptionlink@gmail.com and payment

 to be made in advance by cheque only to our Parish Office in 

favour of “Our Lady of Assumption Church”
The revised advertisement rates from July 2015 are as follows :

  

Size Color Black & White
Last Page 3500 -

Full Page (Inside Front and Back Cover)  
3000

 
-

Half Page 1800 1500
Quarter Page 1200 1000

 

   An auxiliary rally was organized by the Legion 
of Mary on Thursday, 27th Aug 2015, in the meet-
ing room of our church. At 7:30 pm, we started the 
program with Opening prayers, followed by Catena 
(Legion prayers). Our Secretary, Mrs. Iris D'Souza, 
compered the program and introduced the senior 
and junior legionaries to the auxiliary members.  
She also explained to the auxiliaries their role in our 
legion. Fr. Predheep's presence made the program 
livelier. 
   The rally was attended by nearly 45 auxiliaries, ex-
legionaries, and junior legionaries. It was a joy to see 
a good number of ex-legionaries attending the pro-
gram.  We were encouraged by their presence.  After 
a round of games, light refreshments were served. In 
between, a few spot prizes were also given away. Fr. 
Predheep led us through the prayers and mentioned 
how we should be on guard just like the army in 
the battlefield. Musical-Arms and Housie were also 

played. Fr. Pradeep presented gifts to the winners of 
the games.  Legion-related religious literature was 
distributed.
   The vice-president thanked the auxiliary members 
for attending the program.   An announcement was 
made that if anyone wishes to join the Legion, the 
meetings would be on Thursdays - Juniors at 10:30 
am, and Seniors at 5:30 pm. Just before the close, 
three auxiliaries expressed their desire to join the Le-
gion of Mary, the following Thursday. The program 
ended with concluding prayers and thanking our 
Blessed Mother for showering her abundant bless-
ings on our Legion Family.  

- Macrin D’Souza,
Vice President, Legion of Mary
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Press Release

            His Holiness Pope Francis has ap-
pointed His Eminence Cardinal Albert Mal-
colm Ranjith, Archbishop of Colombo, as 
His Special Envoy to the National Eucharis-
tic Congress of India, to be held in Mumbai 
from 12th to 15th November, 2015, to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the International 
Eucharistic Congress and the visit of Pope 
Paul VI to India.

            His Eminence Cardinal Malcolm 
Ranjith was born in Polgahawela, Diocese 
of Kurunegala, Sri Lanka, on 15th Novem-
ber, 1947. He was ordained Priest on 29th 
June, 1975. He was appointed Auxiliary 
Bishop of Colombo and Titular Bishop of 
Cabarsussi on 17th June, 1991 and was 
consecrated Bishop on 31st August, 1991. 
He was then transferred to the See of Ratna-
pura on 2nd November, 1995. On 1st Octo-
ber, 2004, he was appointed Official in the 
Congregation for Evangelization of Peoples. 
He was then appointed as Apostolic Nuncio 
in Indonesia and Timor-Leste on 29th April, 
2004, with Umbriatico as the Titular See. 
On 10th December, 2005, he was appointed 
Secretary of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacra-
ments. He was appointed as Archbishop of 
Colombo on 16th June, 2009. Pope Benedict 
XVI made him a Cardinal in the Consistory 
of 20th November, 2010, with the title of St. 
Lawrence of Lucina.

            The National Eucharistic Congress, 
to be held in Mumbai, is expected to at-
tract thousands of people from all over the 
Country. All the four Cardinals of India, all 
the Bishops of Indian Hierarchy, represen-
tatives of Priests, Religious, Lay people and 
Youth from all the 170 Dioceses are expect-
ed to participate in this four-day event. The 
National Eucharistic Congress is aimed at 
deepening the understanding, appreciation 
and love of the Eucharist, which the Catho-
lics believe to be the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ. The main theme of this 4-days’ 
intense prayer and reflection will be ‘Nour-
ished by Christ to Nourish Others’, which 
will underscore the intimate relationship 
between the faithful and the Eucharistic 
Lord and, at the same time, highlight the 
responsibility of a true follower of Christ to 
care for his fellowmen and for the whole of 
creation at large.

 
- Fr. Gyanprakash Topno

Spokesperson/PRO

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India

Cardinal albert MalColM ranjith

 appointed as the papal envoy to 

the  national euCharistiC Congress

New Delhi, 12th September, 2015
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Press Release MONTHI FEST

   On 12th of September 2015, the Assumption Konkani Sangh celebrated Monthi Fest. The celebration be-
gan with the showering of flowers by the children and the hymn, Sakkad Sangatha Mellyan. The blessing of 
the new grain was done by Fr Byron and Br.Simon Mascarenhas from Belgaum. This was followed by mass 
and a beautiful sermon by Br.Simon, and later on a get together was organised in the hall with dances, skits 
and songs put up by the children, youth and adults.

Friends of Raigad Mission - Mission Sunday Sale

There will be a sale of Eatables, a White Elephant stall and a 
Lucky Dip/Raffle on Mission Sunday to collect funds for the Missions at Raigad. 

Day/Date: After the evening mass on Saturday, Oct 17 and all masses on Sunday, Oct 18, 2015.

We earnestly request all the Coordinators, Animators and parishioners 
to cooperate and help in any way possible to enable us to collect as 

much funds as possible to help our under privileged in the remote villages of Raigad.

Jesus Christ the Son of God was born for you and me.

He came to bring the Good News from sin to set us free.

The blind, the deaf, the lame, the poor, His power were meant 
to see.

He gave His life upon the Cross, eternal life the key.

He broke bread and shared wine before His agony.

We share the Body and the Blood in His memory.

To make His message known is our responsibility.

So here, we are to pledge our lives to the Lord of eternity.

Through the Eucharist, we are alive

Nourished by Jesus, the bread of life

Through the Eucharist, we share His love

We nourish others bound as one

Through the Eucharist, we are alive

We carry Christ in our hearts in what we do and say.

We raise our voices with the Truth for those who have gone 
astray.

Nourished by the Eucharist we build community.

So here, we are to pledge our lives to the Lord of eternity.

THEME SONG FOR THE NATIONAL 

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
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Kids Corner
   Our Lady of the Rosary  is a title of the Blessed Virgin Mary in relation to the Rosary. The Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary is on October 7, the anniversary of the decisive victory of the combined Christian fleet in 1571 at 
the Battle of Lepanto, defeating an Ottoman fleet off Western Greece. It was formerly sometimes known as the 
Feast of Our Lady of Victory.
   According to Dominican tradition, in 1214, St. Dominic was in  France attempting to convert the Albigen-
sians back to the Catholic faith; the young priest had little success until one day he received a vision of the 
Blessed Virgin, who gave him the Rosary as a tool against heretics. While Mary's giving the rosary to St. 
Dominic is generally acknowledged as a legend, the development of this prayer form owes much to the fol-
lowers of St. Dominic.
   In 1573, Pope Gregory XIII changed the title of the "Feast of Our Lady of Victory" to "Feast of the Holy Ro-
sary". Pope Clement XI extended the feast to the whole of the Latin Rite, inserting it into the General Roman 
Calendar in 1716, and assigning it to the first Sunday in October. Pope Pius X changed the date to 7 October in 
1913, as part of his effort to restore celebration of the liturgy of the Sundays. In 1960 Pope John XXIII changed 
the title to "Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary". In modern times successive popes have urged the faithful to 
pray the Rosary. It is a form of contemplative prayer, mental and vocal prayer, which brings down God’s 
blessing on the Church. It is a biblically inspired prayer which is centered on meditation on the  mysteries of 
Christ in union with Mary, who was so closely associated with her Son in his redeeming activity.
   According to tradition there are two  months in a year dedicated to the Rosary, the month of May, where 
the Rosary is recited at various Crosses and Grottos and the other, is the month of October, when the statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima is circulated from house to house and the Rosary is recited many times during the day. 
This not only encourages communication with God but also fosters  fellowship with the members of our com-
munity and our neighbours.

St Therese of Lisieux
Feast day: October 1 | Patron of the Missions

Birth: 1873 | Death: 1897 
PRAYER TO ST. THERESE

O little St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, who during 
your short life on earth became a mirror of angelic 
purity, of love strong as death, and of wholeheart-
ed abandonment to God, now that you rejoice in 
the reward of your virtues, cast a glance of pity on 
me as I leave all things in your hands. Make my 
troubles your own - speak a word for me to our 
Lady Immaculate, whose flower of special love 
you were - to that Queen of heaven "who smiled 
on you at the dawn of life." Beg her as the Queen of 
the heart of Jesus to obtain for me by her powerful 
intercession, the grace I yearn for so ardently at this 
moment, and that she join with it a blessing that 
may strengthen me during life. Defend me at the 
hour of death, and lead me straight on to a happy 
eternity.

Amen

SAINT OF THE MONTH
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