
Theme: From Ashes To The Resurrection

EXPERIENCING THE RESURRECTION DAILY 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, KANDIVLI (WEST), MUMBAI 400067

Parish Vision: TO BUILD A VIBRANT UNITED CHRISTIAN PARISH SHARING AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER SELFLESSLY

Easter or the feast of the Resurrection becomes 
truly meaningful if we connect it to our daily 
life….Fr Alex Carvalho of our Archdiocese shared 

his personal testimony in the year 2013 Feb issue of 
Xavierian Mission - Parish bulletin of St Francis Xavier 
Church at Vile Parle.  It goes like this…

I am 70. I nearly died in 2008 due to cancer of the rectum.  My 
good doctor-Oncologist-Surgeon operated on me and closed 
my rectum permanently.  He created a STOMA or a small 
round opening on the left of my stomach for passing stools into 
a special pouch for the rest of my life.  I clean this pouch once 
a day or so and then hang it for drip-drying.  I replace it with 
another pouch.  This has been my daily routine since 2007.  
I am happy to be ALIVE.  Sometimes I teach cancer patients 
how to live happily and be helpful to others.  Suffering helps 
me to grow.  My own pain helps me to understand the pain 
people have  -- outer bodily pain as well as innermost pain of 
the heart and agony of the mind and anguish of the Spirit.  A 
Doctor told me this and it brought consolation to me.  There 
are many cancer survivors who have survived several years 
and are working and taking care of their families.  This has 
given me hope and courage, especially in difficult times.  
One thing I have learnt and just one thing I practise: To live 
only for this moment  - NOW – and never be sure of living 
tonight.  To live for others as best as I can, for your Creator 
cares for you. 
Many people find hope in suffering rather than brood 
over it, because of which they have come over it and 
some have even come out of it.  In the midst of suffering, 
a ray of hope, changes everything. If we stop at Good 
Friday, we will never experience the New life of Easter.  
The resurrected life of Jesus must bring the experience 
of resurrection in us every day.   We have to move from 
the Cross to the crown of New Life.  May this Easter 
lead us to this experience daily!  Wish you all a Happy 
Easter!

The Parish Fathers,   Sisters, Brother   and the Media Team   wish the Assumption Family   a Happy and Blessed Easter!
- Fr. Byron Mendonça
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Kumbharde hamlet tribals and their typical abode



3

From The Parish Priest’s Desk
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The Above-60-Youth

Ah-ha! Here we are, to brief you about the 
fun-filled day of January 16th, where we 
gathered together to make the best of it. 

Old melodies filled the air, while heads shook 
and feet tapped. We warmed ourselves with thick 
slices of plum cake and coffee. Everyone rocked 
the floor and we were bubbling with laughter and 
merriment as we played amusing games. Rev. Fr. 
Pradeep was our guest. I’m sure that if he was blind-
folded he would never be able to guess whether he 

was enjoying with the youth or the senior citizens. 
The evening ended with a sumptuous meal and all 
trotted home cheerfully with beautiful beer mugs.  No 
doubt empty, but I think some would be happier if they 
were filled. Better luck next time. Thanks to all who made 
this party a success. Cheers! Here’s to many more get-
togethers like this - hopefully, with many more involved.

 
 

- Edna Dhillon, George Kattuvallil

Continued on Page 6
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Our Journey of Preparation to Receive Our  
First Holy Communion - An Experience for Life

Our preparation to receive our First Holy 
Communion began in June 2015 under the 
excellent guidance of our catechists. We 

would like to share some of our fruitful experiences 
at our communion classes.

Each Sunday, we learned about a different topic and 
of different ways of praying to God. We gained a 
deeper understanding of different types of prayer, 
including daily prayer, prayers before and after 
meals, and night prayers. The importance of the 
Rosary became clear to us, and the different parts 
of the Eucharist were explained. We now have a 
more thorough understanding of the Bible and its 
different parts - the solution to every problem in life 
can be found in the Bible.
An important part of our preparation was an 
introduction to the Sacrament of Confession. 
We learned how to make a good Confession, to 
strengthen and purify our hearts to receive Jesus. 
Through the sacrament of Confession, we have 

learned to talk to God more freely and express our 
feelings more comfortably.
We thoroughly enjoyed the Communion Day 
rehearsals and going to church for these. We were 
well prepared to receive Jesus in our hearts when 
the day finally arrived.
The mass was very meaningful, with the children 
looking like angels surrounding Jesus. After 
receiving Jesus in Holy Communion, we feel like we 
have a friend for life, whenever we need one, guiding 
us and watching over us. Jesus fills the emptiness 
within us. Our entire journey of preparation to 
receive our First Holy Communion gave us deep 
joy, something that we will always treasure.
This was truly an unforgettable experience. We 
wish to extend our special thanks to our Parish 
Priest, Rev. Fr. Dominic, Rev. Fr. Byron, and Rev. Fr. 
Predheep for their guidance and spiritual advice.

- Alisha Chhabria

Parish Choir Fest

The Parish Choir Fest was held on Sunday 19th December 2015 at St.Anne’s Hall, Borivali West, with 
16 children participating. It was an experience in itself with a lot of hard work and dedication going  
into preparing the children. Weeks before the final day, the children along with Angela (a fantastic 

choreographer), Kimberley (pianist), and Carol (choir leader) put in a lot of efforts. The children put in their 
hearts and souls and came up with a breathtaking performance. Everything was planned minutely...right 
from the choice of carols to the colour of their costumes.  It gave the children a good opportunity to face 
a large audience and overcome their stage fear. Moreover, it brought in the spirit of Christmas. I would 
sincerely like to thank our parish for giving our children such good opportunities.

- Bernice Cabral

Christmas Activities | Community No 16 - Don Bosco| Co-ordinator - Iris D’Souza

St. John Bosco, also known endearingly as 
Don Bosco, was an Italian priest, educator 
and writer of the 19th century who was 

canonized by Pope Pius XI on 1st April, 1934 
and his feast day is celebrated on 31st January.

Don Bosco was born in Italy to Franceso and 
Margherita, their youngest son. When he 
was two years old, his father died and his 
mother played a strong role in his formation 
and personality. He dedicated his life to the 
betterment and education of street children and 
other disadvantaged youth. He developed 
methods based on Love rather than Punishment.    
Don Bosco is the patron saint of Community No.16. 
and after the novena we had a small get-together in 

the school hall which commenced with a welcome 
speech by our co-ordinator and we were happy to   
have in our midst our previous co-ordinator, Luis 
Solomon. Snacks and coffee were served. Games 
were conducted for all age groups. Fr. Predheep 
in his speech mentioned, "The youth of our parish 
and the world should be vibrant and should also 
follow the footsteps of our Lord.” He further 
encouraged young boys to join the priesthood.
The programme concluded with prayer and 
thanksgiving followed by a sumptuous dinner.

- Helen J Lobo

Continued from page 5
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Humans, whether young or old have a 
“collection of memories”. These memories can 
be via various forms or media -  photographs, 

diaries, paper cuttings, curios, etc. and in this digital 
age, in CDs, DVDs, pen drives, external hard drives, 
iCloud,  etc. This not only keeps a record of the past 
happenings to revive and refresh our memories 
of days gone by, but is also a peep into the past for 
our future generations. I recently paid a visit to the 
Asiatic Library at Old Bombay for a viewing of a 15th 
century hand-illustrated copy of Dante Alighieri’s The 
Divine Comedy, and took an opportunity (with the help 
of one of the guards as I am not a paid member) to 
peep into the vast shelves laden with ancient books, 
manuscripts, all holding treasures untold of the past.  
It was a wonderful and awe inspiring experience to 
see records and history so beautifully categorized, 
restored and maintained for reference. It was a déjà 
vu experience for me as I had paid a visit to an ancient 
book shop in Shakespeare’s home town in Stratford 
upon the Avon, London, and got to handle extremely 
old parchments and books on literature and poetry.

The Parish and  Church of our Lady of the Assumption 
has a documented history dating back to 1595 ( our 
present church being founded on October 27, 1861 ); all 
the historical details I could glean from while writing 
the history for our Sesquicentennial Jubilee in 2011 
were from various sources and acquaintances other 
than our parish records.  We had never made a serious 

effort to maintain archives in our parish. Whatever 
few registers we had were badly damaged in the 2005 
floods as were those of the Catholic families living in 
the vicinity of the parish who also lost documents and 
photographs (many including those of the church and 
its events). 

Well, like they say, it’s never too late. I had a discussion 
with Fr Elias more than a year back about setting up 
an Archive Room in the parish and we had set the 
ball rolling and now with Fr Byron’s boost, we have 
now set up an Archive Room in our parish. This is 
just the beginning. We have a few old registers, an old 
tabernacle, and copies of the history booklets of our 
Church and the Bunderpakhadi Chapel and various 
odds and ends. From my personal collection of old 
issues    (quite a few are missing) of the Assumption 
Link (formerly Patrika) we will be making bound 
color photocopies of the same for reference. Like I 
said, this is just a small beginning, and I appeal to each 
and every parishioner and those who have contacts 
with ex parishioners whether in India or abroad to 
check their cupboards for issues of the Patrika prior 
to 2005 and also any photographs and videos which 
have the old church structures and interiors/exteriors, 
and to send the same scanned copies to our email 
assumptionarchives1861@gmail.com  Well begun is 
half done, so here’s hoping that you parishioners take 
note of the above and help in every small way !

- Harold Mendes

an accumulation of historical records or the physical place they 
are located. Archives contain primary source documents that have 
accumulated over the course of an individual or organization’s 
lifetime, and are kept to show the function of that person or 
organization.

Archives (noun)
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BOmBAY CATHOLIC SABHA UNDERARm BOX CRICkET TOURNAmENT

Mumbai is a very busy city and often referred 
as a city that never sleeps, where no one has 
the time to interact or tend to each other 

needs. But whenever struck with a crisis, the city 
comes to the rescue.

Recently, the people of Damunagar were tragically 
affected, where people irrespective of their caste, 
creed, community and religion came forward to 
provide relief to them. The Bombay Catholic Sabha, 
Assumption  unit   was part of this humanitarian 
gesture.
 
Reciprocating this gesture of goodwill, the Sidharth 
Mitra Mandal (SMM), a non-Christian local 
organisation, located in Kandivali East honoured 
the Bombay Catholic Sabha by naming their annual 
underarm box cricket tournament as ‘The BCS 
Trophy.’ We feel this act is an acknowledgement 
of the Christian community's generosity. 
 
The tournament was inaugurated in the 
traditional Indian way, by Simon Machado by 
lighting up of agarbattis and Denis Fernandes 

by breaking of a coconut on the pitch. The toss 
for the first match was done by Ronald Dsouza. 
A total of 24 teams from all around Mumbai 
and neighbouring areas of Nalasopara, 
Ambernath, Kalyan, and Dombivali participated. 
 
The Trophies for the winning team, the runners-up 
team, the man of the series, best batsman and best bowler 
were given jointly by the members of our BCS and 
the SMM on 7th February.  It was a memorable event. 
 
We are certain that this small step will go a 
long way towards inter community bonding 
and harmonious living. Besides it is also 
putting into practice the Gospel of our Lord. 
 
This is also a step to fulfilling the Vision of the 
Bombay Catholic Sabha, “To create a just society 
through Civic, Political and Social Involvement.” 
 
With the blessings, prayers, and support of all our 
parishioners, our unit of the BCS will continue to 
work for the betterment of all.

- BCS Committee

mAmmOGRAPHY SCREENING

Cancer is a condition where cells in a specific 
part of the body grow and reproduce 
uncontrollably. The cancerous cells can invade 

and destroy surrounding healthy tissue, including 
organs. There are over 200 different types of cancer, 
each with its own methods of diagnosis and treatment. 
 
It's important to be aware of any unexplained 
changes to your body, such as the sudden 
appearance of a lump, blood in your urine, 
or a change to your usual bowel habits. 
 
Keeping this in mind, on 24th January, the Bombay 
Catholic Sabha - Assumption unit, in association with 
a non-profit organisation , Helping Hands conducted 
the Mammography screening in our parish.  
 
Mammography is a specialized medical imaging 
that uses a low-dose X-ray system to examine 
the breast tissue. A mammography exam, called 
a mammogram, aids in the early detection 

and diagnosis of breast cancer in women.  
Thirty-five women benefitted from this camp, 
which was heavily discounted at Rs.700 per head. 

Reports of the screening were received on 
10th February and immediately distributed. 
 
The managing committee of the BCS appreciates all 
those who availed of this camp. It is your participation 
that encourages us to walk that extra mile. 
 
We like to place on record our gratitude to Mr Joe 
Vaz who coordinated this camp with the NGO.
Cheers to the members of the managing 
committee for the excellent team work. 
 
Our parish team is participating in the BCS FOOT COM.
Best wishes to them to win the tournament 
and bring laurels for our Assumption Family.

- BCS Committee
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BOmBAY CATHOLIC SABHA ANNUAL REPORT 2015

The year 2015 has indeed been a very good 
year for the Bombay Catholic Sabha, 
Assumption unit, as we were awarded 

The Special Unit Award by the centre from 
over 110 operational units in the archdiocese 
 
This award has been received for the various activities 
successfully carried out by the unit in the parish. We 
are grateful to all our priests, parishioners and the 
managing committee for all the encouragement, co-
operation and support towards all our activities.

Recap of the activities:

March – Blood donation drive. Collected 118 units 
of blood.
August – Essay Competition was organised in the 
month of July with the theme – ‘What can I do to 
improve my locality’. The winners were declared in 
the month of August. 
October – Free Diabetics camp was organised in 

association with Apollo Sugar, where over 110 
parishioners benefited. In the same month, we took 
the initiative to revive the BCS Borivali deanery by 
conducting the deanery meeting in our school hall.
December – We reached out with relief material to 
the tragically affected people of Damunagar. Over 
250 families were given hampers of household 
essentials to enable them to get back to their normal 
routine. More than 200 students received school 
bags, note books, stationery and water bottles. This 
activity has received appreciation and support 
from every unit of the Bombay Catholic Sabha. 
We also organised the crib competition, which 
was divided into two categories individual and 
community. The theme for individual was ‘Family 
Values’ and community was ‘Care for Creation’. The 
evaluation was done from 26th to 28th December 
and prizes were distributed on 3rd January 2016. 
 
We earnestly request all parishioners those who 
have not yet enrolled as a Bombay Catholic Sabha 
member, to do so at the earliest and increase the 
strength of the Sabha.

 
- BCS Committee

THE CHURCH CHOIR

The Church choir has an indispensable role 
in Church worship. Their primary role is to 
support and enhance the congregation in 

praising God through singing. To fulfil this calling, 
all choirs, no matter how limited or great their skill, 
will strive for excellence in all that they do. In turn, 
they provide the congregation with the means to 
truly encounter God while celebrating the Eucharist. 
 
A well-rehearsed choir breathes life into the lyrics, 
as they sing the hymns with clear understanding 
and insight into their meaning. This helps to shape 
the faith of those who worship. Each member of 
the choir develops and improves their musical gifts 

and gives back to God the talent that He blessed 
them with. What a privilege God has granted us! 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 says that Jesus chose and 
commissioned others to continue the work he left 
unfinished.

Consider what Christ has done for us. Consider 
what Christ expects of us. Will you be willing to 
bear the responsibility that the Lord is placing on 
your shoulders? If yes, we invite you to join the 
Assumption Choir.

- Vijaytha Ail

9



 FRIENDS OF mISSIONS – A JOURNEY OF DISCOvERY TO mAHAD

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” ― Mahatma Gandhi

An oft-postponed trip to the Jankalyan Trust at 
Mahad, Raigad, fructified during Lent when 
the members of the FOM made the overnight 

trip on Feb 13-14. This trip turned out to be a literal 
journey of discovery especially for those members 
who had been there a year before. Much like the 
changes brought about by Fr Elias in our parish in 
12 months, similar transforming changes have been 
wrought by him in a similar span of time. The funds 
generated by our parish for the missions were mainly 
responsible for reviving the milk production plant. It 
was indeed amazing to see the now locally famous 
branded product titled Jankalyan Toned Milk being 
pasteurized, labeled and packed before our very 
eyes. The child in me was eager to taste the product 
and Fr Carlton Kinny readily agreed and we all got 
to taste the wholesome cool fresh milk. The plant 
produces around 600 litres per day (the capacity is 
5000 litres per day) and plans are afoot to increase 
the number of cows and the production capacity. 
Jankalyan Pure Ghee was another product started 
a week ago and soon Paneer will also be produced. 
 
“Strawberry Fields Forever” is one of the Beatles’ 
most celebrated albums and we were let loose in 
the strawberry fields and gorged on luscious, juicy 
strawberries handpicked by our nimble fingers. All 
back aches and joint pains were forgotten for that 
one memorable hour. Fr Carlton who has researched 
farming and agricultural techniques by self-study 
and observation enlightened us on various cost 
saving measures he is undertaking to maximize 
production and profit. Apart from the aforementioned 
strawberries, papayas, chilies, sugarcane, etc is also 

being grown, not forgetting mangoes. Goats are also 
being reared and are given to the tribal who can sell 
them for their meat when full grown. Fr Carlton is 
so well known around the area that TV 9 devoted a 
segment on strawberry production and yield to the 
Jankalyan Farm and interviewed him too. The Sunday 
mass in Marathi/English was an eye opener for us 
city dwellers. I for one was left open mouthed when 
the parts of the mass were read by tiny tot boarders 
in immaculately tone/diction perfect English. The 
participation during the mass was full throated by 
one and all and the choir was a joy to behold. At Fr 
Elias’ request the parishioners waited to chat and 
interact with us and the boarders also performed an 
impromptu song for us. Later in the day a visit cum 
study tour of the remote Kumbharde hamlet in the 
hills was another highlight of our trip. The Jankalyan 
trust has adopted this hamlet and constructed a dozen 
portable toilets. The children were thrilled to bits with 
the biscuits and chocolates and crowded around us 
like long lost friends and also sang and danced for us 
with gay abandon. Hats off and cheers to Frs Carlton, 
Barthol, Richard, Elias, Br Joe and the many Sisters, 
brothers and lay people of various congregations who 
work for the poorest of the poor in the 19 mission 
stations of Raigad. May their tribe increase manifold! 

Harold Mendes

vOCATION SUNDAY FOR THE LECTORS 

A vocation is a call to serve the Lord. Vocation Sunday is a day when we pray for all priests, religious, and 
those who are willing to offer their lives in the service of God. “Am I the One!” was the theme for Vocation 
Sunday, which was celebrated on January 24, 2016. The lectors’ meeting was attended by around 30 lectors.  

 
It began with a prayer, and then Br. Troy explained to us the importance of our ministry—worthily proclaiming 
the Word of God. It is important for the reading to touch the hearts of those in the congregation. Br. Troy 
also emphasized the importance of prayer in each one’s life. We learnt how daily prayer and prayer using 
simple words could make a big difference to our lives—“God, you are my Savior and Lord. I will live for 
you and die only for you.” One could pray in his/her own words, recite the Holy Rosary, or read the Bible. 

Through the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), Br. Troy highlighted the Father’s unconditional 
love and mercy for his children who return to him in repentant faith. On his return, the prodigal 
son received a royal welcome; he was clothed in the finest of robes, a ring was put on his finger, 
and sandals were put on his feet. A grand feast was arranged to celebrate the return of the lost son. 
What’s important is to have child-like faith and return to God, who is full of love and compassion. 
The meeting ended with a short prayer to thank God for the privilege to proclaim the Word of God.

- Riana J. Lobo 
10

PS: Fr Elias constantly reiterates with gratitude the fact that 
the initial boost for restarting the milk production unit and the 
fruit and vegetable farming, was because of the blessings and 
donations from the Assumption Family. This is evident in the 
above article and photographs.



INDUCTION OF LECTORS

On Bible Sunday, the 7th of February, Fr. 
Dominic Alves commissioned the Lectors 
at the 9 am Mass. He prayed specially for 

the Lectors and blessed them. This was followed by 
sprinkling of the Holy Water and presentation of 
the ‘Lectionary’ which contains ‘The Word of God.’ 
 
When we assemble in the Church to celebrate Mass, 
God is present in the Presider, the Scriptures and in the 
form of the consecrated Eucharistic Bread and Wine. 
The ‘Liturgy of the Word’ is made up of readings from 
the Scriptures and forms an integral part of the Mass 
 
In the Scripture readings, the table of God’s Word 
is spread before the faithful and the treasures of the 
Bible are revealed to them. The ‘Lector’ is a Minister 

who is instituted to proclaim the readings from the 
Sacred Scripture, with the exception of the Gospel. 
 
God’s Word is redemptive, inspirational, sanctifying, 
and transforming; and the Lector proclaims it and 
brings it to life. When the Lector pronounces the 
Acclamation “The Word of the Lord,” it is a message 
directly from God, which is conveyed to all the 
faithful gathered in the congregation. By responding 
“Thanks be to God,” the people of God acknowledge 
that they hear God’s Word, understand the spiritual 
message, and express their gratitude to God.

- Nirmala Sequeira

PRE-BAPTISm COURSE FOR THE SECOND CHILD

The late Holy Father Pope John Paul II delivered 
some 129 homilies from 1979 to 1984 on 
the human person, the body, and Christian 

marriage, which forms the basis of our catechesis 
to welcome Second Children into Christianity. The 
pre-baptism course for the second child was divided 
into four sessions, each conducted by dedicated 
animators, Stanny D’Souza, Hemla D’Souza, Ursula 
Miranda, and Fatima Rodrigues, who ensured that 
the sessions were both interactive and informative.

I attended the pre-baptism course for the second child 
conducted in February 2016. We learnt that, we as 
human beings are created in the image and likeness 
of God and that we are capable of giving of ourselves 
to one another just as God gives us of Himself. We 
realised that the experience of original unity is a 
reciprocal self-donation of spouses to each other in 
love. It’s true that original sin attacked humanity 
itself, but Christ’s suffering and death on the cross 
won for us the redemption of our bodies. Christ 
affirms the love of a married couple expressed in and 

through their bodies as a reflection of the Trinity.
Contemporary sexual culture violates the familial 
communion of persons through a series of temptations 
such as premarital sex, polygamy/polyandry, abortion, 
homosexuality, adultery, and lust. Only God can give 
us the grace to combat these evils and to use our 
bodies to love each other as He loves us, thus enabling 
us to teach our children in turn, to love selflessly.
In addition to building a strong Christian family, it 
is essential for us parents to strike a balance between 
work and family life, ensuring that we do not give 
more importance to our work—whether to household 
chores or external employment—than to our family.
In Baptism, we are united with Christ and the 
Church, and hence, we must strive to treat our 
families as the domestic Church and carry out 
our respective priest-like duties in our homes.

- Lisette Miranda

10 11

The last date for submitting articles for the April issue is March 14, 2016.  
 

Our email ID is assumptionlink@gmail.com
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- Compiled by Bernadette Mendes
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ST RUPERT FEAST DAY: mARCH 27

St Rupert, abbot and bishop, preached throughout 
Bavaria, and succeeded in converting or re-
converting all that region.He is the founder and 

first bishop of the city of Salzburg. In his hand he is 
holding a salt bucket as he had promoted salt-mining 
and the salt trade: Salz is the German word for salt, so 
Salzburg is Salt Castle. The statue was created by Franz 
Hitzl around 1778 for the high-altar of the church of St. 
Peter’s Abbey in Salzburg. Patrick Duffy tells his story. 
 
St Rupert belonged by birth to the Franco-
Merovingian royal household. He may have 
been influenced by the Irish monks who came to 
the continent under Columbanus. He gained a 
reputation for holiness while preaching at Worms 
on the Rhine towards the end of the seventh century. 
Theodo, Duke of Bavaria, hearing St Rupert’s 

reputation for holiness, invited him to come to Bavaria 
to instruct his people in the faith and to revive, 
confirm, and propagate the spirit of Christianity 
there. Despite the work of early missionaries, 
Bavaria was only superficially Christian; it’s very 
Christianity was indeed to some extent Arian, while 
pagan customs and attitudes were closely interwoven 
with the Christianity which it had retained. Rupert 
accepted, and in 696 baptised Theodo and his 
household in the town of Ratisbon (Regensburg).  
 
St Rupert combined in his own person the 
dignities of abbot and bishop. His remains were 
interred in a crypt in St Peter’s Church. He is often 
depicted carrying a bag or barrel of salt. St Rupert 
is revered as the Apostle of Bavaria and Austria.

- Complied by Delphine Estibeiro

13

ADVT.
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 HOLY WEEK PROGRAMME - 2016  

 20TH MARCH - PALM SUNDAY  

6:30 AM    Mass in English  
7:45 AM  Mass in English (Children)  
8:45 AM  Blessing of Palms followed by procession – Mass in English  
11:00 AM  Mass in Tamil  
5:00 PM  Way of the Cross, Veronica singing in Marathi, Procession  
6:30 PM  Mass in English followed by Missions    
 24TH MARCH – MAUNDY THURSDAY  

5:30 PM    Mass for the Sick and aged only  
8:00 PM  Mass of the Lord’s Supper – Washing of the feet   
10:00 PM  Holy Hour in Marathi  
11:00 PM  Holy Hour in English  
 25TH MARCH – GOOD FRIDAY  

8:00 AM  Stations of the Cross in Konkani   
9:00 AM  Stations of the Cross in English (Enacted by the youth)  
12:00 NOON  Stations of the Cross in Tamil  
6:00 PM  Commemoration  of the Lord’s Passion (Main Celebrant Bp. Bosco)  
 26TH MARCH – HOLY SATURDAY  

8:00 AM  Devotion to our Lady of Sorrows  
9:00 PM  Easter Vigil - Please bring your candles along (Main Celebrant Bp. Percival)  
 27TH MARCH – EASTER SUNDAY  

7:00 AM  Mass in English  
8:15 AM  Mass in Marathi   
9:30 AM  Mass in English  
   NO EVENING MASS  
 DIVINE MERCY NOVENA  

   Begins on Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter Sunday at 3:00 p.m.   
On other days at 6.15 pm in the Church   



EASTER COMMUNITY MASSES 2016   
   

DATE   DAY   MASS IN   
CHURCH    

7:00 PM   

   

   

   

   

   

   

DATE   DAY   MASS IN   
     AREA    

8:00 PM   

CELEBRANT   

28th    

Mar   

   Mon   a) No.16   28th    

Mar   

Mon   No. 8   

(CHAPEL)   
FR DOM 

(MARATHI)   

29th    

Mar   

   Tue   a) No. 4   

b) No. 5   

c) No. 6   

29th    

Mar   

Tues   No. 1    

No. 9   

No. 11   

FR DOM    

FR BYRON   
FR CHINAPPA   

30 th  
Mar   

Wed   a) No. 17    

b) No. 2    

c) No. 7   

30th  
Mar   

Wed   No. 3    

No. 21   

FR DOM  FR  
BYRON   

31 st   

March   

Thur   

   

a) No. 18    

b) No. 12    

c) No. 13   

   

31st   

Mar   

Thur   No. 10    

No. 19   

FR DOM  FR  
BYRON   

1st 
April  

Friday   a) No. 15   

b) No. 14    

c) No. 20   

            

                        

   

NOTE:    

   

MASS IN THE CHURCH AT 7.00 PM   

MASS IN THE AREA AT 8.00 PM   

   

Get together venue for those communities celebrating mass in the church:  a) 
Hall b) Ground floor meeting room c) Second Floor Meeting room    
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EASTER HOUSE BLESSING PRAYER

(To be conducted by the Head of the Family. The 
whole family gathers around the altar at home at 
a time convenient for all. It is important that all the 
members of the family are present.  Then, preferably 
the head of the family conducts the Blessing Service.)

Introductory Prayer :

Dear Lord, this our family has gathered for a very 
special purpose, namely, the blessing of our home.  At 
this moment Lord, we want to feel in a real way your 
presence.  You have said, “Wherever two or more are 
gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them.” 
We want this presence of yours to be felt powerfully 
by each one of us because we want to make you the 
permanent member of our family.  We want you to 
stay with us always, so that the evil one will have no 
place in this home. 

Blessing : 

Head: Show us O Lord, thy mercy, Alleluia

All: And grant us your salvation, Alleluia.

Head: O Lord hear our prayers.

All: And let our cry come to you.

Head: The Lord be with you, my loved ones.

All: And also with you our loved one. 

Head: Let us pray,

All: O Lord, God almighty, bless this home.  In it 
there may be health, purity, victory over sin, strength, 
humility, goodness of heart, greatness and goodwill, 
full observance of your law of love and gratefulness to 
you our Father.  Save from destruction those who have 
been signed by the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, 
as once you saved the Hebrews in Egypt and send 
thy holy angels from heaven to watch over, cherish, 
protect, be with and defend all who live in this house, 
we make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

(After this, the head of the family takes the blessed 
water and sprinkles all the rooms with it.  After this, 
a hymn may be sung or a decade of the Rosary could 
be recited.)

On  the 14th of  Feb 2016, Bishop John 
Rodrigues welcomed hundreds 
of catechumens — representing 

churches from all over Bombay, accompanied 
by their sponsors, godparents and family  at 
the Goregaon Seminary for the Rite of Election. 
 
This officially marked our transition from 
the catechumenate into the Elect. During the 
ceremony, catechumens affirmed the desire 
to recieve the holy sacraments. They will now 
participate in the final period of preparation 
— including the Scrutinies on the third, fourth 
and fifth Sundays of Lent — before receiving 

the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist at the Easter vigil mass 
 
After the Lliturgy of the Word, Bishop 
John questioned the godparents as to the 
catechumens' readiness to become Catholic 
and then questioned the catechumens' if we 
were ready to enter fully into the life of the 
Church. All responded in the affirmative and 
we were asked to sign our names in the book 
of Elect.

- Pooja Dias

THE RITE OF ELECTION
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 “Five inches long, precisely,” said the father to his son. 
“Heat the iron until it is red hot. Yes, that’s the right 
color. Now, pour it into the mold. Quickly. Well done. 
You’ll make a fine ironmonger someday, my son. Let’s 
go for a good meal while the nails cool.”
At the pub, the son turns his head to listen to a group 
conversing, - “Have you heard they are planning to 
arrest him?”  - “But what did he do wrong? He only 
tells beautiful stories, ones that I remember.” - “He 
cures people! How can they ignore that?” - “The 
priests are pressuring Pilate to arrest him, but Pilate 
says there’s no concrete ground for his arrest.”
The boy and his father hear all this chatter in the 
background, but don’t discuss it themselves. It doesn’t 
concern them. They finish their meal and head back to 
the smithy. “Let’s finish the job,” his father urged. “A 
good craftsman never lets his work go unfinished.” 
The nails were shaken out of the mold and dunked 
into a barrel of water. The water sizzled and issued 
great clouds of steam as it burned with the heat of the 
nails. 
“You know what to do now, lad,” his father said, 
brushing top of his son’s head with his hand. The 
nails were all joined together by thin filaments of 
metal from the mold. The boy took the mass of nails 
to the bench, picked up a heavy hammer and file, and 
started to separate them. It was a tedious process. 
 “Hurry up with the job,” said his father. We’ve got to 
finish the order by tomorrow. The Roman soldiers are 
coming to collect it.” The sun set and the sounds in the 
village slowly died away.
Tamir  tightened his robe against the early morning 
chill. He pulled down a shawl hanging on a nail and 
threw it around his shoulders. Although considered 
an apprentice, he had learned this trade ever since he 
was a child. Now, at thirteen, the job was just a vehicle 
to express his ideas of perfection.
The nails ordered by the Roman soldiers were on 
his mind. He found the bag by the door, ready for 
delivery. He had a look at them and noticed how blunt 
the points were. The edges were full of little bits of 
iron sticking out. Here was something he could make 
better. He took a single nail and proceeded to file 
down the raw edges with his rasp file. Little bits of 
metal got into his fingers, but he soldiered on. After 
smoothing down ten nails, he got up and stood by the 
door of the forgery. 
The hut sat on the very top of the village hill. Far in 
the distance, he saw the red dawn glowing behind 
the trees. A line of gold shimmered where the black 

night sky met the red dawn. He dipped his hand into a 
vessel of water and watched the blood from his hands 
swirl down through the reflections of the forge’s fires. 
He wiped his hands, cast a last look at the dawn, and 
went inside. A few more nails, he thought. Just a few 
more.
By the time the sun rose, his back ached and his 
hands were cramped and bleeding. But, he had a 
bag of perfect nails, perfectly pointed and smooth 
from any abrasions. He wondered what the Roman 
soldiers would use them for and whether they would 
appreciate the quality. Perhaps if they liked them 
enough, his father would get a few more jobs. They 
paid miserably but every denarii counted.
The soldiers never arrived to pick up their order. 
The old forger sighed as the sun plunged behind the 
hills. Only the golden fires in his forge shone brightly, 
spilling beyond the tiny windows. 

“Tomorrow morning, you must set out for the 
Praetorium. Take the sack of nails and deliver it.”
“Yes, Father,” said the boy.
The next day, the forger got a rush order for horseshoes. 
He needed the boy’s help. “This order is worth more 
than the bag of nails. And the Romans may never pay 
us. Stay here and help.”
The boy did so obediently, even though the thought 
remained that his patient work would go unnoticed.
Morning crept into noon. They stopped for lunch – a 
loaf of bread, some cheese, olives, and a skin of wine. 
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While they were eating, they heard shouts and cries. 
Standing at the doorway of the hut, they saw a huge 
procession climbing up the hill. A band of Roman 
soldiers led the crowd, some on horses and some on 
foot. Bright red livery gleamed in the sun. Their lances 
were taller than themselves and gleamed menacingly 
in the sunlight.
The procession came closer as it crept up the hill. 
Three prisoners carrying crosses on their backs, were 
the focal point in the procession. The sound of whips 
cracking through the air mingled with wild cheers 
and women sobbing.
The father shook his head at the sight. “More poor 
victims”, he said. “The man in the center is Jesus. He 
is being punished for speaking the truth, punished 
for working miracles, punished for being a force to 
reckon with.”
“I have heard him speak,” said the boy. He said, 
‘Happy are they who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.’ 
He is living his words today, which is why he could 
say them.”
Suddenly, a shadow blocked the doorway and a harsh 
voice shouted, “Get the nails, old man!”
The forger handed the bag to the soldier. “Here,” said 
the soldier, shoving the sack into the boy’s arms. “Carry 
it for us.” The boy’s father gave him an imperceptible 
nod and the boy threw the bag on his back and joined 
the procession. 
The nails stuck through the bag and pierced the boy’s 
shoulders. But when he looked at the man stumbling 
in front of him with blood streaming from His head, 
he soldiered on. He couldn’t fathom how human 
beings could be so cruel to one another, he didn’t 

understand. Throughout the long journey, he walked 
behind Him, sometimes angry, sometimes sad, and 
sometimes bereft of any hope.
Finally, at the bottom of the hill, he watched them lash 
Him and force Him to his knees. They stretched Him 
on the cross. 
The faces of the soldiers were impassive and cruel. 
One of them yelled harshly at the boy, “Give me the 
nails!” Fear clenched at the boy’s heart and he stood as 
if rooted to the ground. Cursing, the soldier grabbed 
the sack and threw it near the cross. Tears streamed 
down the boy’s face as he watched the nails he had 
prepared so lovingly, being forced through the Hands 
of Jesus. He could not watch anymore and fled from 
the scene.
That night, as he sobbed into his pillow, his father 
stroked his hair, and for once, had no words to say.
The break of dawn saw a tear-stained face stumbling 
down the hill to Golgotha. The huge crowds of 
yesterday were nowhere to be seen. When he saw the 
three crosses outlined against the rose-colored sky, 
he stopped. He gazed at the outline for such a long 
time, that his feet started to sink into the wet, squelchy 
mud. His tears stopped. His spirits lifted with the 
brightening dawn. My nails may have hurt Jesus, but 
maybe, he thought, just maybe, filing down the sharp 
points may have made his pain just a tiny bit more 
bearable. Just maybe.
The sun broke sharply above the hill, and flooded 
the expanse with light. And Tamir turned to go back 
home.

-  Bernadette Mendes

In order to defray our expenses, we are accepting  
advertisements for the Assumption Link.    

You may send the Ads. on assumptionlink@gmail.com and payment
 to be made in advance by cheque only to our Parish Office in favour of “Our Lady of Assumption Church”

The revised advertisement rates from July 2015 are as follows :
  

Size Color Black & White
Last Page 3500 -

Full Page (Inside Front and Back Cover) 3000 -
Half Page 1800 1500

Quarter Page 1200 1000
 

Please note: Advertisements received for the Assumption Link will be printed in the 
format and layout received. No embellishments and editing of pics or matter will be done 

by the Media Team unless it’s absolutely necessary .

Continued from page 17
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BCS: Special Unit Award BCS: Cricket Tournament

Rite Of Election Confirmation


