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NEWSLETTER OF THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, KANDIVLI (WEST), MUMBAI 400067

Parish Vision: TO BUILD A VIBRANT UNITED CHRISTIAN PARISH SHARING AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER SELFLESSLY

The month of June reminds us that we are entering 
the monsoons !  How we long for the rains !  It 
has been very sad that many parts of our country 

and especially our State of Maharashtra have suffered 
drought, people dying for want of water. While we 
are blessed in Mumbai, we need to use water very 
cautiously and avoid unnecessary wastage.   We hope 
for a good monsoon as we pray earnestly for rain.  You 
may have received the prayer leaflet that Fr Mathew 
Naikoparambil VC prepared for rain on the Word of 
God. (Prayer printed in this issue) Let us earnestly 
pray that God may give us adequate rain to fill our 
lakes and the drinking water needs of our people in 
our city, state and country. May we be protected from 
all calamities and floods.  When we pray with faith in 
our hearts, God will surely answer our prayer.  Maybe 
God is reminding us that we need to be connected to 
Him, at times we do forget the Lord and get caught up 
in our own routine.  Someone shared this story with 
me, I dont know whether I shared it before but it fits in 
in the context we are reflecting  above :

A Construction Supervisor from 16th Floor of a Building 
was calling a Worker on Ground Floor. Because of 
the noise, the worker did not hear his call. To draw 
his attention, the supervisor threw a 10 rupee note in 
front of the worker. He picked up the note, put it in 
his pocket and continued to work. Again to draw his 
attention, the supervisor now threw a 100 rupee note 

and the worker did the same. Now the supervisor was 
so desperate to get the worker’s attention. He picked a 
small stone and threw it on the worker. The stone hit 
the worker and this time the worker looked up and the 
supervisor communicated with him.
This story is very close to the way we live our lives and 
our attitude towards God. We receive so many good 
things from God every day, but we are so careless that 
we don’t even realize those blessings, and just move on 
with our lives. We attribute these things to our luck and 
hard work. But, suddenly when we are encountered 
by a problem, a sickness or any other worry, we want 
to communicate to God, and want Him to help us.
We want to communicate with God only when we 
have a problem and for resolving it. We never even 
think about Him, when things go well with us. Our 
communication lines with God should be open all the 
time, and it should be in both directions all the time. 
Every day is an opportunity to know God, and to 
establish a relationship with Him. When we involve 
God in all the areas of our lives, we will really be 
blessed beyond our imagination.
Let us continue to connect with the Lord at all times so 
that he keeps showering us with his blessings !  May 
we  begin this new academic year with Prayer and 
Thanksgiving ! God bless our Assumption family !
        
 - Fr Byron Mendonca

AWAITING THE RAINS



Sr Claudette Miranda’s ( second from left) Golden Jubilee  Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Agnelo Gracias  and her brother Fr Trevor 
Miranda at St. Theresa Church ,  Bandra.

Media Team Picnic at Gorai.

Consecration/Cross Feast Celebration of the 
renovated Meurin Street Cross - Community 1.

ADVT.

From Byron is  planning to have a special Children's Sunday School 
class for all children in our parish who are mentally challenged , 
autistic, those suffering from  Down's  Syndrome , dyslexics , slow 
learners, etc. in the near future. A trained teacher , a child counselor 
and helper are already available.

We would appreciate getting data of the above from the SCC 
coordinators of any such children from their respective communities 
by July 3 and the same can be given to Fr Byron / parish office. This 
will be apt  especially in this Year of Mercy where these children do 
not have  the opportunity to be with other children at Sunday school 
and are teased by others. As far as we know no other  parish has 
conducted the same. We sincerely hope the SCC coordinators will do 
the needful asap. For now it's the data collection of children ,  with 
their name , telephone number, address and Community number.

Fr Byron also proposes to have more audio visual presentations 
during the children's mass to make the liturgy more meaningful and 
interactive.

 
- Assumption Media Team
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Receive and embRace the holy SpiRit

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, 
and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of 

the earth.

On Pentecost day, which is said to be the birthday of 
the Church, the entire Assumption Family united in 
prayer to re-dedicate themselves and make a deeper 
commitment to work for the glory of God and His 
Church. Fr. Byron conducted a special Holy Spirit 
Novena in preparation for the feast, with a short 
reflection on each of the fruits of the Holy Spirit on 
each Novena day. During the Novena, Fr. Byron 
emphasised that “everything in the absence of the 
Holy Spirit will be cold.” Whenever we think we 

are losing our zeal and enthusiasm, we must pray 
to the Holy Spirit as soon as possible. The short 
reflections and the Novena prayers helped everyone 
who attended come together in prayer, deepen their 
commitment and zeal, and so to always remain close 
to the Holy Spirit and to the service of the Church. 
We thank you Fr. Byron, for the efforts and initiative 
you took in making the feast of Pentecost a more 
spiritual and spirit-filled experience for each of 
us. May this extraordinary time of prayer and 
recommitment open up a storehouse of grace in the 
coming days for the Assumption Family.

- Br. Troy Monteiro 

God pRomiSeS abundant Rain FoR hiS people

Ezekiel 34:26
I will make them and the region around my hill a blessing; 
and I will send down the showers (rain) in their season; 
they shall be showers of blessing. (Repeat 3 times)
Deuteronomy 28:12
The Lord will open for you his rich storehouse, the heavens, 
to give the rain of your land in its season and to bless all 
your undertakings. You will lend to many nations, but 
you will not borrow. (repeat 3 times)
James 5:17-18
Elijah was a human being like us and he prayed fervently 
that it might not rain, and for three years and six months 
it did not rain on the earth.  Then he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest (repeat 
3 times)
Zechariah 10:1
Ask rain from the Lord in the season of the spring rain from 
the Lord who makes the storm clouds, who gives showers of 
rain to you, the vegetation in the field to everyone.  (Repeat 
3 times)
Psalms 65:9
You visit the earth and water it, You greatly enrich it; The 
river of God is full of water; You provide the people with 
grain, for so you have prepared it. (repeat 3 times)
Jeremiah 32:27 
See, I am the Lord, the god of all flesh; is anything too hard 
for me? (Repeat 3 times)

Luke 18:27
“What is impossible for mortals is possible for God”. 
(Repeat 3 times)
Jeremiah 5:24
They do not say in their hearts “let us fear the Lord our 
God, who gives in its season,
The autumn rain and the spring rain, And keeps for us the 
weeks appointed for the harvest (2 times)
Leviticus 26:3-4
If you follow my statutes and keep my commandments and 
observe them faithfully, I will give you your rains in their 
season, and the land shall yield its produce and the trees of 
the field shall yield their fruit (repeat 3 times)
Psalms 147:8
He covers the heavens with clouds. Prepares rain for 
the earth.  Makes grass grow on the hills (repeat 3 
times)

LET US PRAY 

By the power of the almighty WORD OF GOD, let there 
be abundant rain throughout Maharashtra and outside. 

Thank you JESUS, praise you JESUS, Hallelujah!
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the holy RoSaRy – cRown oF RoSeS

In her apparitions, our Lady has revealed to several 
people that each time they say a Hail Mary, they 
are giving her a beautiful rose and that each 

complete Rosary makes her a crown of roses. As the 
rose is the queen of flowers, the Rosary is the rose of 
all devotions and it is therefore the most important 
one. 

The Rosary is considered a perfect prayer because 
within it lies the awesome story of our salvation. It is 
a simple prayer – humble, so much like Mary. It is a 
prayer we can all say together with her, the Mother 
of God. In every apparition, Mother Mary has invited 
us to say the Rosary as a powerful weapon against 
evil, to bring us true peace. 
By praying the Rosary daily, you can obtain the 
great gift of bringing about a change of hearts and 
conversion. And you can drive away from yourselves 
and from your homeland, many dangers and many 
evils.

Promises of Mother Mary

The most amazing thing about the Rosary is that 
Mother Mary made 15 promises to those who recite it 
daily. These aren’t insignificant promises, but rather 
enormously helpful graces provided to those who are 
trying to live a good and faithful Catholic life:

1. To all those who pray my Rosary devoutly, I 
promise my special protection and great graces.

2. Those who shall persevere in the recitation of my 
Rosary will receive signal graces.

3. The Rosary will be a very powerful armour 
against Hell; it will destroy vice, deliver from sin, 
and dispel heresy.

4. The Rosary will make virtue and good works 
flourish, and will obtain for souls the most 
abundant divine mercies. It will draw the hearts 
of men from the love of the world and its vanities, 
and will lift them to the desire of eternal things. 
Oh, that souls would sanctify themselves by this 
means.

5. Those who trust themselves to me through the 
Rosary will not perish.

6. Whoever recites my Rosary devoutly, reflecting 
on the mysteries, shall never be overwhelmed 
by misfortune. He will not experience the anger 
of God nor will he perish by an unprovided 
death. The sinner will be converted; the just will 
persevere in grace and merit eternal life.

7. Those truly devoted to my Rosary shall not die 
without the sacraments of the Church.

8. Those who are faithful to recite my Rosary shall 
have during their life and at their death the light 
of God and the plenitude of His graces and will 
share in the merits of the blessed.

9. I will deliver promptly from Purgatory souls 
devoted to my Rosary.

10. True children of my Rosary will enjoy great glory 
in Heaven.

11. What you shall ask through my Rosary you shall 
obtain.

12. To those who propagate my Rosary I promise aid 
in all their necessities.

13. I have obtained from my Son that all the members 
of the Rosary Confraternity will have as their 
intercessors, in life and in death, the entire 
celestial court.

14. Those who recite my Rosary faithfully are my 
beloved children, the brothers and sisters of Jesus 
Christ.

15. Devotion to my Rosary is a special sign of 
predestination.

Mary, who is our true spiritual Mother, always 
desires what is best for us. These promises of Mother 
Mary show us how the rosary serves as a spiritual 
weapon that every soldier for Christ and His Church 
needs to fight successfully in the spiritual battle that 
comprises much of our earthly sojourn. 

Those who trust in the Rosary and are faithful to 
Mary through it will have access to many additional 
graces.

- Compiled by Delphine Estibeiro 
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woRld communication Sunday

It is very often said that  a good Media Team keeps 
the parishioners well-read and well informed…
Communication is at the heart of what the parish 

(and the Church) is all about. We have good news to 
share, we have a faith worth imbibing and we are being 
offered God’s encouraging Word to take to heart and 
understand. Communication must involve written as 
well as oral media, so the newsletter is as fundamental 
to the happenings in the Parish . In some parishes, 
parishioners pay for their copy, while in others, people 
leave a small donation or they contribute extra to the 
collection specifically to fund the newsletter. In our 
parish the Assumption Link comes to us free and is 
also delivered to our doorstep. 

On the 8th May 2016 the Archdiocese of Bombay 
celebrated World Communication Sunday. I thought 
since I have been  a part of the media team in the past I 
must write a few lines to appreciate the team.
Our Parish Bulletin Assumption Link usually contains 
an Editorial relevant to the month or it’s  related to the 
Liturgical season. The message may be challenging, 
but it contains an encouraging word, or at least some 
good news to carry through the month. Apart from the 
Editorial which is usually from the Parish Priest or the 
Asst. Parish Priest, the Link contains news and notices 
from the parish which the Media team coordinator 
collates from the SCC coordinators and Heads of 
Associations and Cells. We have a special page for 
the youth and the kids and a quarterly milestones 
page  of  the Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths which 
are collated from the parish office. Once the articles 
have been received, the well-resourced editorial team, 
those gifted in writing and communication do a perfect 
job of fine tuning the articles and present it as a visual 
treat to the readers. The Photography team sends the 
pictures to be printed and the designing team does a 
fabulous job on the mast head, layout, design, fillers, 
etc. The printer Michael D’Souza delivers unfailingly 

inspite of delayed deadlines and other commercial 
commitments. The Parish Media team has a very well 
designed and updated website which you can browse 
through and also share with our Assumption Family 
Members who are on the move and away from home 
and our parish community. It helps to keep them well 
updated on the happenings in the parish. 
The Media team meets  regularly 3-4 times a month 
where they encourage sharing of ideas, which 
could provide the newsletter with many avenues of 
development that might not otherwise be considered 
and I feel this is very true in case of the Assumption 
Media team because every time I see a copy,  I’m made to 
believe that there is no limit to the human imagination! 
On behalf of the entire Assumption Family I take 
this opportunity to thank and appreciate “The Media 
Team” for the hard work that they have put in to make 
available to us the parish feeds and updates through 
their constant hard work, dedication and commitment. 
Keep up the Good Work!!!

Picnic  

Take a Break (Editorial April - May 2016) was taken 
rather seriously by the Media Team  and a team picnic 
was organised for the very first time , on the 15th 
May 2016,  a day of fun, frolic and  excitement; I say 
excitement because the present team went an extra mile 
to invite even the ex Media team members to join them. 
The day at Gorai Cabana Shack was simply amazing 
with awesome food, games, housie etc, which kept all 
of us together , not forgetting the  good music and the 
sing song sing along ! All of this definitely helped the 
team bond better.

- Br. Troy Monteiro 

The last date for submitting articles for the April issue is July 3, 2016.  
 

Our email ID is assumptionlink@gmail.com
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As a parishioner of Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parish I was baptised by Fr. E. S. Monteiro 
in 1945. He was still the parish priest when 

I left home to join the Daughters of St. Paul in 1963. 
The seeds of my vocation was sown  at home by my 
parents’ prayer life and their devotion to the church. 
My dad was awarded the prestigious Pro Ecclesia e 
Potificie medal for his services to the church during 
a parish ceremony by Bishop Longinus Pereira. But I 
began to feel God was calling me to consecrate myself 
to him during the time when Frs. Erasto Fernandes 
and  Agnelo Gracias (now a Bishop ),  then seminarians 
would come every Sunday to teach us Catechism and 
then take us out on Thursdays to visit various homes 
in the vicinity as part of their ministry. 

About the time when I was about to make a choice for the 
congregation, Fr. Mark Fonseca SSP had just returned 
from America after his studies in Communications. He 
had brought with him many fliers about the Daughters 
of St. Paul. It seemed to appeal to me as it was a new 
congregation with a daring spirit to proclaim God’s 
Word through the media of communications.
After I joined , I was sent to Italy for my novitiate and 
stayed on for my studies in Philosophy and Theology. 
I returned to India after almost 9 years of formation 
in the heart of the Catholic Church and in the heart of 
the Daughters of St. Paul, Rome. I had the joy of seeing 
my mum and dad present at my final vows in Rome. 
Besides my formation and studies I had various mission 
experiences in the Press, Bindery, Dispatch department, 
Book displays in schools, parishes, Seminars in the 
Film Agency and Animation programmes reaching 
out to young and old everywhere, bringing God’s 
Word to their doorstep and teaching them how to use 
God’s Word to nourish their personal lives and come 
closer to him.
When I returned to India I was first assigned to Shillong, 
a new community opened then in  beautiful North East 
India. There the hill tribes were very simple and their 
tribal culture was open to receive the Catholic faith. 
It was there that I picked up the missionary spirit of 
moving from one tribal hill to another to bring God’s 
Word to them. The mission was encouraging as people 
there were thirsting for God’s Word so much that we 
opened a second community in Nagaland and then in 
Guwahati. During festival times people would gather 
for catechesis and this was done often through Biblical 

FiFty yeaRS in the SeRvice oF the loRd

( Sr. Claudette Miranda reminisces fondly on the occasion of her Golden Jubilee as a part of the family of The Daughters of 
St. Paul – The Media Team  )

films and on the lives of saints. We used to screen 
16mm films every week in different parishes in the 
1970’s. Later we opened a Book Centre there where the 
local educated people would simply walk in to pick 
up books, CDs, VCDs, pictures and religious articles 
to adorn their homes. Our Book Centre was the first of 
its kind there. 
After 5 years in Shillong, I was assigned to the 
Archdiocesan Lending Library in Delhi. It was a 
different exposure dealing with Principals, Teachers 
and students and this gave me much self confidence in 
those years. I was then asked to take up the Leadership 
role in the community of Nagpur for 6 years. Around 
this time I was elected to the General Chapter in Rome 
which lasted 3 months as it was called to revise our 
Constitutions. There we had the joy of having an 
audience with Pope John Paul II. Soon after, I was 
elected to the Provincial Team for 6 years . Here the 
experience was more administrative and management 
type and accompaniment of sisters. During these 6 
years we opened 4 communities in Borivli, Ahmedabad, 
Trivandrum and Guwahati. I was then assigned to the 
community of Secunderabad, where I was in charge of 
the Book centre meeting people and providing for their 
spiritual needs through Books and other media. Soon 
I was transferred  to  the Goa Community to take up 
the leadership role. It was again challenging as I had 
to see to setting up 2 Book Centres in the heart of Goa 
and organise book displays every year for the feast of 
St. Francis in Old Goa, besides the regular displays in 
schools and parishes. I was then sent to Calcutta where 
the Anglo-Indians are warm and friendly and so had 
a wonderful experience interacting with them in the 
Book Centre.
I then came to Vasai to begin a new foundation. It was 
again beginning from scratch. But gradually came 
to know wonderful loving simple people there with 
warm hearts and
deep faith. I was now asked to go to Delhi, this time 
for an unusual activity: to serve at the National Office 
of the Conference of Religious India as editor of a 
Magazine and on-line weekly Bulletin which I happily 
accomplished for 4 years. Here my experience was 
totally different as I was to stay in the CRI House itself 
with members of other Religious men and women 
and not in my community. It taught me responsible 
freedom, discipline and creativity and gave me an 
exposure to all the Major Superiors of all the Religious 
Priests and Sisters in the country. Now I am back again 
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Continued from page 6
in Secunderabad as Bursar and in Pastoral ministry of 
teaching Sunday catechism to students, involvement 
with lay people in BCC  and also meeting people in 
the Book Centre.
Now over all these years, what has made me what I 
am today is the grace of God, the studies done, and 

Community No 16 - Don Bosco| Co-ordinator - Iris D’Souza                                  
Easter Community Mass

Following Easter, each community conducts 
masses within their communities at a preordained 
location or in the church. At this mass, the water 

is blessed and then distributed to the families of that 
particular community, and Parish Council elections 
are held at the end of every term. 

Our community was one of the first to have the mass 
in the church on 28th March. It was well attended by 
our members and Richard and his team. After mass, 
we had a small get together and the election, followed 
by dinner in the parish hall.
Mrs. Iris D’Souza was re-elected for a second term 
unopposed. 
Thereafter, we had an auction of paintings and 
handmade flower bouquet, made by two of our 
community members and donated for the auction. 

We also put up a stall selling knickknacks made by 
some of our community members to augment the 
community kitty. Yet another member made and 
sponsored cupcakes while an animator made a cake 
for the game of guessing the weight of the cake.
It was heartening to see all the members rise to the 
occasion by taking part in all the games and auction, 
as also the fellowship dinner, thereby making the 
occasion a memorable one.
On behalf of the community, I take this opportunity 
to thank Mrs. D’Souza, our coordinator, for taking 
the responsibility to lead us for a second term. On our 
part, we assure her of our wholehearted cooperation 
and best wishes.

- Joe Kuriakose

In order to defray our expenses, we are accepting  
advertisements for the Assumption Link.    

You may send the Ads. on assumptionlink@gmail.com and payment
 to be made in advance by cheque only to our Parish Office in favour of “Our Lady of Assumption Church”

The revised advertisement rates from July 2015 are as follows :
  

Size Color Black & White
Last Page 3500 -

Full Page (Inside Front and Back Cover) 3000 -
Half Page 1800 1500

Quarter Page 1200 1000
Full Page - 2500

 

Please note: Advertisements received for the Assumption Link will be printed in the format and layout received. 
No embellishments and editing of pics or matter will be done by the Media Team unless it’s absolutely necessary .

the daily reading, praying and reflecting on the Word 
of God in meditation, and during the Adoration and 
the Eucharistic celebration.  For all this I  am much 
indebted to my Congregation.

- Sr. Claudette Miranda
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St Thomas More is a martyr and patron of 
lawyers. He was born at London in 1478. After a 
thorough education in religion and the classics, 

he entered Oxford to study law. Upon leaving the 
university, he started on a legal career, which took 
him to Parliament. 

In 1505, he married his beloved Jane Colt who bore 
him four children, and when she died at a young age, 
he married a widow, Alice Middleton, to be a mother 
for his young children. 
A wit and a reformer, this learned man numbered 
Bishops and scholars among his friends, and by 1516 
wrote his world-famous book "Utopia." He attracted 
the attention of Henry VIII, who appointed him to 
a succession of high posts and missions, and finally 
made him Lord Chancellor in 1529. However, at 
the height of his career and reputation, he resigned 
in 1532, when Henry persisted in holding his own 
opinions regarding marriage and the supremacy of 
the Pope. 

Thereafter, he spent his entire life in writing mostly 
in defence of the Church. In 1534, with his close 
friend, St John Fisher, he refused to render allegiance 
to the King as the Head of the Church of England and 
was confined to the Tower. Fifteen months later, and 
nine days after St Fisher's execution, he was tried and 
convicted of treason. He told the court that he could 
not go against his conscience and wished his judges 
that "we may yet hereafter in heaven merrily all 
meet together to everlasting salvation." And on the 
scaffold, he told the crowd of spectators that he was 
dying as "the King's good servant - but God's first." 
He was beheaded on July 6, 1535, and his feast day is 
celebrated on June 22nd.
Like St More, we should always stand up for what is 
right and not what is convenient to others.

Have a good read!

- Delphine Estibeiro

St thomaS moRe – takinG a Stand FoR hiS belieF

mileStoneS

BAPTISED IN CHRIST: 
 

1. 17-01-2016    ISHAAN  CHILD  OF  DERRICK  & PREETI FRANCIS 
                        (COMM NO: 6) 

2.  24-01-2016  MARRISA  CHILD OF MARSHAL  &  PINKY D’SOUZA 
                        (COMM NO:8) 

3. 31-01-2016   ZYEN JO CHILD OF  RAJIV  &  VIZAITA  D’SOUZA 
                       (COMM NO:3)  

4. 31-01-2016   SAMARA  ATHENA CHILD OF MYRON & SAINA MIRANDA   
                        (COMM NO: 20) 

5. 31-01-2016  KHISHI KATHERINE CHILD OF MITUL & DEBORAH MIRANDA  
                       (COMM NO: 20) 

6. 21-02-2016  KENNETH CHILD OF BENJAMIN & MICHELLE LOBO 
                       (COMM NO: 20) 

7. 27-03-2016  MEGHA  D/O SATISH & GLADYS NAIK – ADULT BAPTISM 
                       (COMM NO:19) 

8. 27-03-2016  SUNAINA D/O DEEPAK & ALEXINO PAI – ADULT BAPTISM 
                       (COMM NO: 12) 

9. 27-03-2016  NEVES  D/O DEEPAK & ALEXINO PAI – ADULT BAPTISM 
                       (COMM NO:12)              

10. 27-03-2016  RAJAN  S/O PALRAJ & PICHAMMA SHETTEIR – ADULT BAPTISM 
                       (COMM NO:4) 

11. 27-03-2016  RUPALI  D/O SITARAM & SUMITRA TAMBE – ADULT BAPTISM 
                       (COMM NO: 4) 

12. 27-03-2016  POOJA D/O PRUTHVIRAJ & BHARTI BOLAKANI – ADULT BAPTISM 
                       (COMM NO: 15)                                  

13. 03-04-2016  ZINOVIA CHILD OF WILFRED & WILLONA PERRIS 
                       (COMM NO: 7) 

14. 01-05-2016  YASH CHILD OF RAJAN & RUPALI SHETIYAR 
                       (COMM NO: 4) 

15. 15-05-2016  RIYANT CHILD OF PRAMOD & MARSELA MINZ 
                       (COMM NO:2) 

16. 15-05-2016 YUVRAJ CHILD OF SUNIL & MEERA CHRISTIE 
                       (COMM NO: 2) 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page
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MARRIED IN CHRIST: 
 

1. 03-01-2016   ANTHONY JOSE PUTHUR TO SHARON VOITY  
2. 20-01-2016  ROSHAN D’SOUZA TO LEENA FERNANDES 
3. 31-01-2016   MYRON SHEHZAAD MIRANDA TO SAPNA MINHAS 
4. 31-01-2016   ROHAN JUDE ROSAIR TO CANDIDA D’SOUZA 
5. 07-02-2016   RUSSELL ALEX GOMES TO EMILIAN CRASS 

 RISEN IN CHRIST: 

 
1. 07-01-2016    MARY P. CARDOZO – 87 YRS - DAHANUKARWADI 

                         (COMM NO: 5) 
2.  08-01-2015   RUZARI FERNANDES – 44 YRS – CHARKOP, SECTOR - 1 

                         (COMM NO:13) 

3. 14-01-2016   SAURIAMAL DAS -  65 YRS – BABAREKAR NAGAR 
                         (COMM NO :11) 

4. 19-01-2016   JOSEPH FRANCIS D’COSTA – 71 YRS – MAHAVIR NAGAR 
                         (COMM NO: 06) 

5. 04-02-2016    TIMOTHY JOSEPH D’SOUZA – 67 YRS – DYNESHWAR NAGAR 
                      (COMM NO:01) 

6. 17-02-2016    ROBERT DOMINIC FERNANDES – 43 YRS – CHARKOP , SECTOR 1 
                        (COMM NO :12) 

7. 08-03-2016    VASANTHA THIRAVIAM – 55 YRS – EKTA NAGAR 
                        (COMM NO : 9) 

8. 18 -03-2016   CHINNAPPAN ARIYAMUTHU – 62 YRS – CHARKOP VILLAGE  
                        (COMM NO : 14) 

9. 19-03-2016   LIGOURY PAUL D’SOUZA – 80 YRS – MAHAVIR NAGAR 
                        (COMM NO : 7) 

                      

 

 

Continued from page 8
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may devotion to motheR maRy

May is the "month which the piety of the 
faithful has especially dedicated to Our 
Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a 

"moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in 
every part of the world pay to the Queen of Heaven. 
During this month Christians, both in church and in 
the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from their 
hearts an especially fervent and loving homage of 
prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits 
of God's mercy come down to us from her throne in 
greater abundance"

Roots and Precursor
The roots of the May devotion reach back to a Marian 
custom determined by devotion to the Passion, to 
honouring the Cross, and to prayers for good weather. 
Sources from the time speak of beginning May with a 
“spiritual May,” that is, to practice a particular form 
of devotion to the Cross. One of the most influential 
representatives is the mystic, Henry Seuse († 1366). 
His “spiritual May” is connected to the liturgy: 
Finding of the True Cross (May 3) and to the Cross 
or Prayer Week before the Ascension of Christ. In 
Germany above all, particularly in the dioceses of the 
Rhine and Frankish areas a petition devotion, the so-
called “May Prayer,” developed in connection with 
the custom of giving a weather blessing in many 
places on the Finding of the True Cross. After poor 
harvests at the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
corresponding prayers were introduced around 1720 
in the dioceses of Trier, Mainz, Worms, Speyer, as 
well as Würzburg and Bamberg. This “May Prayer,” 
often referred to as “May Devotion,” remained part 
of the devotion determined by the seasons along with 
the prayer days until well into the nineteenth century. 
A Marian aspect to this prayer was entirely foreign. 
The core of the May Prayer was the request for a good 
harvest: The blossoms should be protected from harm 
and be able to mature to fruit.
[Note: In some European areas on rogation days 
associated with the Ascension there are to this day 
processions to the fields and orchards for prayer and a 
blessing for the crops.]

With development of the new Marian May devotion, 
it suggested itself to connect the practice of this prayer 
and enliven it again by stressing Marian devotion. The 
motif of blossoms in the May devotion was also picked 

up, but soon was reduced to flower blossoms. With this 
the actual core, the request that from these blossoms 
rich fruit should ripen, was lost. The interpretation 
of fitting Bible passages--above all the Song of Songs 
2,1: “a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys”--led to 
dedicating May to Our Lady as a month of blossoms 
and flowers.

Spread of May Devotions
The origin of the conventional May devotion is still 
relatively unknown. It is certain that this form of 
Marian devotion began in Italy. Here, in May 1784, at 
the church of Camillians in Ferrara for the first time 
May devotions were held publicly throughout the 
entire month. Until then it seems that May devotions 
were more likely a private exercise of piety, even 
when also partly in a public framework. Around 1739, 
for instance, witnesses speak of a particular form of 
Marian devotion in May in Grezzano near Verona. 
In 1747 the Archbishop of Genoa recommended the 
May devotion as a devotion for the home. In Rome by 
1813, May devotions were held in as many as twenty 
churches.
From Italy, May devotions soon spread to France. 
One of the most prominent promoters was Jesuit 
Pierre Doré (1733-1816) from Longwy in Lothringen. 
Doré learned of this form of devotion in Italy. May 
devotions spread in connection with the strong 
restoration movement after the revolution. They were 
understood as “the ecclesial contrast to the frivolous 
spring celebrations of the revolutionaries.” Indeed, 
from 1830 onwards, May devotions were celebrated 
everywhere. 

Connection to Streams of the Time
May devotions developed from the middle of the 
nineteenth century to the most significant form 
of Marian devotion. Petitions from the side of the 
faithful asked for them to be introduced. Many 
bishops gave a clear sign of their approval by actively 
participating in celebrations. May devotions received 
their strongest impetus through the dogmatization of 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception (1854). This dogma 
was officially announced in numerous dioceses in 
May of the following year --often in connection with a 
May devotion. 

- Complied by Delphine Estibeiro
To be continued in the next issue...
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- Christine Miranda 

Yeah, no, it’s not New Year’s yet. But it IS a beginning of sorts. The monsoons will 
soon be upon us, gardens will be a fresh green again, and the air will be pure 
again (at least for a little while). And of course, we’ll go back to school. Have you 
thought of what you did well last year and what you could have done better? Well, 
now’s the time to figure that out.  

June is actually a good half-year checkpoint. Do you remember your New Year’s 
resolution? Is it still relevant? And if so, what’s stopping you from picking it up 
again? You might want to refocus on studying hard, pursuing a hobby, investing 
intelligently, bringing order into your life, or perhaps, simply sharpening the saw...  

There was once a hardworking, young woodcutter. On the first day at his new job, 
he worked tirelessly from dawn to dusk, and ended the day with cutting down 18 
trees – his boss was mighty pleased. The next day he arrived early, took no breaks, 
and logged a few extra hours. But he only managed to cut down 15 trees. On the 
third day, despite his tireless efforts and extra hours, he was able to cut down only 
13. His boss was not happy. “I’m sorry, sir, I assure you I’m working very hard, 
taking no breaks, and putting in extra hours. I don’t know why this is happening.” 
“I know you work very hard,” said his boss, “but have you sharpened your saw?” 
It’s easy to get lost in work, but you are not going to be effective if you don’t stop to 
sharpen the saw!* 

New Beginnings 

How good is your general knowledge? 

 What is the fastest bird on foot? 

 How many sides does a heptagon have? 

 Which planet has the most number of 
moons? 

 Who was the first person to set foot on 
the moon? 

 Who was the first president of India? 

 Which is largest state in India? 

 How many feet are there in a yard? 

 What are pencil cores made of? 

 What is the pigment in plants that give 
them their green colour called? 

 What is the lowest prime number? 

Answers (in jumbled order): Rajendra Prasad, Neil Armstrong, Three, Two, Seven, 
Jupiter, Rajasthan, Ostrich, Graphite, Chlorophyll 

*Adapted from “The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People” by Stephen R. Covey 
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