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        Parish Vision: TO BUILD A VIBRANT UNITED CHRISTIAN PARISH SHARING AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER SELFLESSLY

5,25,600 seconds, 876 hours , 365 days is what I have spent with the Assumption Family. I thank the Lord 
for each and every moment that I spent here. I have experienced  God’s  love in you. Thank you my dear 
Assumption Family.

In my 38 long years of priesthood, the Assumption Family was the best. Because of your faith I have 
grown. You have come across to me as a living Church, founded and  grounded in Christ Jesus. You are 
truly God’s people. For the last 9 years I was connected with you, I have served the people of Holy Cross 
Chapel during Fr. Clarence and Fr. Gerald’s time. Both of them and the assistant priests and sisters always 
welcomed me. For the last 9 years, I have celebrated the Easter and Christmas Mass in the Church of Our 
Lady of  the Assumption.

My destination now is Jankalyan Trust, Mahad. I go over there as your representative - as your very own 
person. From there, I will always pray to our Lord Jesus Christ to bless you Fr. Dominic Alves & Fr. Byron 
so that you will grow in his church.  Do visit us at Jankalyan Trust. There is a boarding for 60 Adivasis and  
Katkari boys. There is also a farm with cows, pigs, goats & lots of fruit bearing trees like bananas, papaya, 
owla & mangoes. Let this mission be your mission.

For all that has been, I thank you. I have always considered myself a sinner, so in case I have hurt you by 
my words or actions I ask your pardon with joined hands. Do keep Fr. Carlton, me and  the Raigad missions 
in your prayers.

- Fr. Elias D’Cunha
(frelias1947@gmail.com)
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and English speaking parishoners. On the last day 
there was a procession with the statue being taken 
on a Palkhi.  
Association Day – Our parish celebrated the Associ-
ation Day for the fi rst time on 05th Oct 2014; with 30 
associations and groups and small Christian com-
munities who numbered 245 in attendance.  
Thanksgiving Day - Parishoners came in large num-
bers to make offerings of fruits, vegetables, grains 
and other food items. Blessed sheaves of paddy 
were distributed after the mass.
Youth Fest - The theme of the Youth Fest 2014, 
‘Youth in Christ’ was brought to life in our parish 
when young people, clergy, religious, SCC Commu-
nities and those involved in youth ministry gathered 
at the celebration. It featured workshops, presenta-
tions and various topical seminars.
Eucharistic Congress – The Archdiocese of Bombay 
organized a programme called 'Circle of Life' under 
which different parishes were to take charge of the 
Blessed Eucharist. Our parish received The Blessed 
Sacrament on 11th Nov 2014, in a candle lit proces-
sion from O.L. of Remedy Church, Poinsur at 09:00 
pm. The hour of adoration was conducted by the 
Holy Hour Committee.
Christ the King procession – The Feast of Christ the 
King, which marks the end of the liturgical year was 
celebrated in our Parish with the usual solemnity 
and style. The solemn procession then started from 
the church and made its way to a place prepared for 
the stop at Assumption Village and Village Crosses.

FR DOMINIC ALVES

(It is said that lightning does not strike twice in the same place. Guess what, last year I happened to be 
in the church compound when Fr Elias paid a visit, so I could speak to him and he shared his thoughts and 
expectations. A similar thing happened last week; I got a chance to meet Fr Dominic and conduct a short 
casual interview)

Fr Dominic was born in Pali, Bandra, in 1944. He has six siblings, of whom one is a priest and two are 
religious sisters .Ordained in 1972, his fi rst parish was Holy Cross, Nirmal and he later served in parishes 
at Nandakhal, Gorai, Dahisar, Poinsur and lastly at St. Sebastian’s, Chembur. He was also a manager at 
various schools attached to parishes he served.

Fluent in English and Marathi and a working knowledge of Hindi and Latin, Fr Dominic is also a lover 
of music and used to script and direct plays ( I hope to play the starring role in his next production in our 
parish ).  Fr Dominic is keen to  visit  all the families in the parish and continue working with the Assumption 
Family on a pastoral and spiritual level, especially with the youth and the needy and marginalized.

We warmly welcome you to be a part of this large and loving Assumption Family and be our Shepherd.
- Harold Mendes

ANNUAL ROUNDUP OF ASSUMPTION FAMILY EVENTS 2014-15

The Media teamers got a well-deserved break 
during the month of May to chill, refl ect and reen-
ergise. As I was relaxing one hot muggy Sunday 
afternoon with the AC on at full blast, a thought 
occurred to me - Why not have an annual feature in 
the Assumption Link spelling out in brief the As-
sumption Family’s involvement in various events 
during the year gone by?  This will not only inspire 
us but also benefi t the new parishioners. I spoke to 
my co-editor, Troy and he was super enthused with 
the idea. This round up does not intend to be ex-
haustive. Here goes…
Patrika to Assumption Link – We started off with 
the contest to rename our parish newsletter formerly 
named Patrika, and now christened Assumption 
Link; and from a quarterly it became a monthly 
publication from the August issue.
Feast Novena/Prayer card –The 2014 Novena began 
with a personal invitation to all parishioners with 
prayer cards for all 9 days. The main celebrant was 
Bishop Bosco Penha and the solemnity of the service 
was beautifully balanced with the celebrations after 
the mass with a brass band in attendance playing 
various celebratory tunes and the parishioners 
danced with gaiety for nearly 40 minutes. Coffee 
and cake was served to all the parishioners. This 
celebration continued in the evening with an enter-
tainment programme, a fusion featuring East Indian, 
Manglorean and Goan skits and songs.
Website – Our parish website assumptionchurch.in 
was launched on our parish feast day and it happens 
to be one of the most detailed and elaborate in terms 
of information, history and archival matter.
Vailankanni Statue - The Novena to Our Lady of 
Vailankanni was   bi-lingual to cater to the Marathi 
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F O R M - Our parish was the fi rst in the Archdi-
ocese of Bombay to start the Friends Of Raigad 
Mission. We had a priest, nun and social workers 
working in the Raigad Mission areas speak to the 
parishioners about their work and charism, which 
was the guiding force in starting the F O R M unit 
in our parish. This unit did pay a day’s visit to one 
mission station in Raigad during Lent.
Holy Cross Chapel - Come December and the 
sleepy little hamlet of Bunderpakhadi came alive to 
celebrate a momentous occasion – the consecration 
of the beautifully renovated and spacious Chapel 
and the local Cross by Bishop Agnelo Gracias.
Open Secret– The Gospel band, Open Secret, was 
invited to perform in our parish. It was a concert 
musical and an evening of worship, all rolled into 
one. “O Come All Ye Faithful!!” relived the magic, 
meaning and mystery of the Nativity.
Assumption Family Crib - The theme of the crib last 
year was - Assumption Family: Community 
Building. Keeping the theme in mind, we decided 
not to restrict the making of the crib to a few indi-
viduals but for it to be a truly community effort. 
Each of the communities contributed to the making 
of this crib. People of all ages and skills worked 
together in a cohesive effort – children, youth and 
adults.
Alpha – An opportunity to learn the truths of our 
Faith was the  basic thrust of Alpha and  with it an  
understanding of God the Father, of Jesus Christ, 
his incarnation, death, resurrection and the Holy 
Spirit and his gifts.  The Alpha Course in our parish 
began from 18th January 2015 over 10 Sundays from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm.
Couples Evening – For the fi rst time we had a “Cou-
ples Day” in our parish. It commenced with the 
mass, which included the renewal of vows. A very 
meaningful, insightful and a much required session 
for all the couples.
Parish Plan – Fr. Elias released the plan for the 
Assumption Family in January this year.
1] February to April 2015 - Faith and Growth
2] May to August 2015 - Worship and Parish life
3] September to December 2015 – Witness and 
Missions
Colors of Faith – This seminar conducted by a lay 
person Royston Braganza, CEO of Grameen Capital 
was an eye opener in many ways; we were called 
upon to refl ect and question our faith and certain 
parts of the Bible, not to take us away from God but 
in fact to understand the Bible and our faith in a 
deeper manner.

Open Secret – After the overwhelming response 
during Advent, the Open Secret Gospel performed 

Continued from page 3...
during the Lenten season. The theme was - ‘Journey 
Home ‘based on the Stations of the Cross. About 
1200 people attended the event.
Grotto – The Lourdes Grotto was relocated to a 
more prominent position and a statue of the St 
Joseph High School patron saint too was erected 
alongside. Also, various other statues from the old 
church and chapel were erected along the boundary 
wall of the entrance in glass enclosures with LED 
lighting.
Buns – To commemorate the year of the Eucharist 
and Family, one hot cross bun was distributed after 
Maundy Thursday mass, community wise. During 
supper, the head of the family was asked to break 
the bread and share it with the rest of the family 
members to symbolize Jesus’ Last Supper with his 
disciples.
Assumption Family Picnic – Probably for the very 
fi rst time in the history of our parish, the Assump-
tion Family members went for a picnic en masse. 
Three or more communities were combined and 
a day was allotted for them to enjoy a picnic at St 
Bonaventure Church premises at Erangal beach, 
Malad. The parish subsidized part of the expenses 
and the Picnic Committee conducted and arranged 
the fl ow of games, eats and fun times at each of the 
picnics. Needless to say the picnics were a grand 
success.
Holy Cross Chapel Feast – The feast mass was held 
in the newly built Chapel and the main celebrant 
was Elias Gonsalves, Bishop of the Amravati Dio-
cese. The beautiful and meaningful mass in Marathi 
was complemented with a traditional celebration 
later with a brass band in attendance.
Commemmorative Plaques – Our parish has a 
long documented history going back more than 400 
years. Plaques with a brief history were installed in 
prominent places on the façade of the Church, the 
Chapel, and at the base of the Bunderpakhadi cross. 
Also, two boards detailing the list of Vicars of our 
parish from its inception and another listing the 20 
vocations from our parish spanning over a century 
were also put up in the church.
   
   Like we said before, this does not presume to be 
an exhaustive and detailed chronology of events 
but just the more memorable ones. The cleanup and 
repainting of the Assumption Hall and the school 
and the boundary walls with various religious quo-
tations, the beautifi cation of the cemetery, the Blood 
Donation Camp, Assumption Rink Football tour-
nament, the installation of the new Stations of the 
Cross and numerous other changes too long to list, 
have transformed our parish into a vibrant, pulsing 
and joyous Assumption Family.

- Harold Mendes & Troy Monteiro
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ENTERING OUR LORD’S VINEYARD

“Whoever is faithful in a very little, is faithful also in much…..” (Luke 16:10)
(Troy Monteiro is someone who stands out in a crowd. Unlike many others who succumb to peer pressure, 
this gentleman teaches you otherwise; he still fi nds family ties important; fi nds joy in doing small things; 
considers the Church to be his second home and gives prime place to God in his daily life! He belongs to 
Community no. 12 of our parish and has decided to join the seminary and serve in our Lord’s Vineyard. One 
wonders what is it that makes Troy different! Here is his story in Troy’s own words - The Editorial Team)

“It’s not too late, you’re not too old, It may look impossible! but When you believe, favor is 
released; when you believe, hidden treasure comes forth ! Don’t waste another day sitting on 

the sidelines of life, it’s time to get back in the game, it’s time to run your race, it’s time to 
press forward into the promises that God has in store for you!”

   I want to start by saying a big Thank you to the 
Assumption Family for the Vocation prayer we have 
been praying for a few years now – “Increase the 
Faith of all within our Archdiocese and especially the 
Faith of those you have called and will continue to 
call’ -  This part of the Vocation prayer has defi nitely 
changed my life !
   My Journey of 28 years in the Church of Our Lady 
of the Assumption is one of ups and downs. There 
were trying times and the only way out was giving 
up. For me, the course of these 28 years have been 
one of ‘tests’ by the Lord. Each time I took up God’s 
work in the Church, it was my intrinsic faith in 
God that kept me going. I was touched by the Lord 
this year, and that’s when I decided to serve Him. 
Helping the Church in the last few years was not 
demanding as the Church was small with just the 
regular activities. However, last year in June, when 
Fr. Elias was appointed the parish priest I was cho-
sen to head the Liturgy Team, and in my every inter-
action with him I understood that we were gearing 
for a newer, bigger and living Church. It has been 
an absolute pleasure to be part of the Liturgy Team 
because it has brought me closer to Christ and His 
Church. I vividly remember many a times that after 
most of the Liturgy services there was a satisfaction 
of doing something good!
    It took me years to build on the unstinting faith in 
myself, with a strong belief in the Lord. I was deter-
mined to follow Him, the conviction fl owing from 
the heart. I give credit to fi ve people who supported 
me in this journey  -  the late Fr. Peter Drego, Fr. Elias 

D’Cunha, Fr. Byron Mendonca, Fr. Gerald Fernandes 
and  Bro. Rocky Fernandes and some really close 
friends from the parish who have always  strength-
ened and motivated me and I wish to thank them in 
a special way for my decision.
   My parents are the main inspiration in my life! 
Being religious and strict, they’ve guided and men-
tored me through life’s many challenges. My parents 
always chose to live a simple life. This was due to the 
hardships they faced in the early days of their lives. 
The same simple life was passed down to us. We 
were always taught that after the Lord, family comes 
fi rst and the rest follows. Simple values like obeying 
one’s parents and standing up for someone in need 
and most importantly, never misusing trust and 
freedom was ingrained in us. My family strongly 
believes in praying together, reciting the daily family 
Rosary together, having dinner together and sharing 
with each other even the minutest of issues, thus 
helping keep the family together as one unit. I give 
full credit for what I am today to my family. It is they 
who are responsible for bringing me closer to God.
   As I leave to join the seminary on the 21st of June 
my message to the Assumption Family is -
   “Do not get attracted to the Church due to its ex-
ternal activities that satisfy our need for recognition; 
make friends not out of faith or conviction to serve 
the Lord. Change your attitude, change your motiva-
tion, serve the Lord with real faith and you will fi nd 
abundant grace fl owing from the heart of Jesus.”

Finally, My mission is to be happy and 
to make others happy as well. 

I believe God speaks to us in different languages 
but religion is the same!” 

Do keep me in your prayers and I assure 
you of my prayers always.

- Troy Monteiro
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TRIBUTES TO FR. ELIAS

THE FIFTH LEADER

   In my life, I have met four different types of leaders – Thought leaders, Inspirational leaders, Courageous 
leaders and Servant leaders. And then I met the fi fth - Fr Elias D’Cunha the Leader (all the above 4 in 1) – 
the one who is thoughtful, inspirational, courageous, and serving.
   As a Thoughtful leader, he made us think of new ideas that would help our parish grow. In prayer or in 
organizing activities for us, during mass or while speaking during meetings, his thoughts on how to bring 
out new possibilities was truly effective.  
   His passionate commitment to ideas and ideals keeping Christ at the centre was an inspiration to all of us 
to live a true Christian life in all that we do and an Inspirational leader who inspired us to be true follow-
ers in word and deed.
   His strength to pursue a vision knowing there would be some opposition or risk made him a real 
Courageous leader. He stood for what is right and gave us the strength to stand there. We saw it when we 
had the Human Chain where he led from the front.
   Servant Leadership is truly imbibed in Fr Elias D’Cunha. Always ready to serve from the front, he made 
sure he served, served, and served people all the time he could.
    We assure you, that everything that you have inculcated here in this parish will not fade. We will do our 
very best to keep it going. We wish you all the very best in all your future assignments.
 

- Joylan Andrade

Dear Father Elias,

A  tribute to you, on behalf of the Assumption 
Family:

We saw you climb the altar steps
Your white head bowed in prayer,
Your hands, those graceful hands of yours
Bless all assembled there.
And in your face, your holy face
We saw those years gone by,
And all the love and sacrifi ce
Were meant for you and I.

The sacred host, the golden cup
Raised time and time again,
The hallowed feet that rush to serve
In ways that never end.
We thank you, God, for this great gift
To say the very least,
The essence of humanity
Our humble holy priest.

We wish you greater success in your religious life 
and your future assignments. God bless your heart!

- Pooja Dias

The Media team has been slightly reorganized.
We would like to place on record our thanks and gratitude to Richard Liao,  Troy Monteiro and 
Crystal Fernandes for being part of the Media Team and enriching it with their respective talents. 
They exited the team due to personal commitments.
We cordially welcome Christine Miranda, Martina Pinto and Bernadette Mendes who have 
recently joined in various capacities and invite them to merge with and enjoy the madness of work-
ing together !
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COMMUNITY UPDATES

Community No 12 - Holy Trinity | Co-ordinator - Neeta Kanchan

                                                            Way of the Cross – In the Community 
The season of Lent gives us an opportunity to come together and pray as one family in the community. 
During Lent, our community conducted the Way of the Cross among the families .We had a very good 
response in terms of all age groups attending it. We carried the Cross in procession singing hymns and 
reciting prayers. This helped the families to come and – Live the Way of the Cross. A few home bound and 
old members from our community were also very happy and appreciated the idea of being able to make 
their way of the Cross which gave them the strength and courage to face and carry their own cross. 

- Neeta Kanchan

Easter Community Masses
    As we celebrate the Year of the Eucharist and Family, the Liturgy team of our parish decided to get the 
Assumption Family communities together by clubbing 2- 3 communities together for the Easter Masses 
this year.
   After Easter, we had our Community masses at the Holy Cross Chapel, the three communities clubbed 
were, Holy Trinity, Immaculate heart of Mary and Divine Mercy, followed by a get-together on the 
grounds. The Mass was beautifully celebrated with a homily stressing one the importance of ‘staying 
together and praying together.’ After the mass, everyone present moved to the ground for fellowship and 
an entertainment programme.  The children from various communities brought in their performances and 
entertained everyone. The evening was interspersed with beautiful testimonies of community building and 
our faith in Christ. The three dynamic coordinators Neeta Kanchan, Leena Fernandes, and Espe Dias along 
with their Animators – perfectly planned the evening.
 

- Gracy Monteiro

Community No 15 - Immaculate Heart of Mary | Co-ordinator - Leena Fernandes

   As per tradition, the Bunderpakhadi community 
celebrated the Holy Cross Chapel feast on 1st May 
which commenced with the Novena organized by 
Yvette, Mahesh, the animators and their families. 
Choirs from different parishes were called who were 
enthusiastic and energetic in their spiritual music. 
  Fr Elias had invited Fr Peter and Fr Amrut, who 
were brilliant in their speeches, which further deep-
ened our faith in the Lord and fi lled the entire Chap-
el with the presence of the Holy Spirit. It was indeed 
a great experience to take back home.
   Various people from different communities spon-
sored garland offerings for the lectern and the Holy 
Cross. Various sweets were distributed amongst the 
people post-novena services.
   On the Feast day his Lordship, Bishop Elias
Gonsalves along with our parish fathers, Fr. Elias 
and Fr. Byron celebrated the Holy Eucharist. It be-
gan with a procession followed by an enthusiastic 
music band, starting from the cross towards the 

Chapel, accompanied by Bishop Elias Gonsalves, Fr 
Elias and Fr. Byron. Before entering the Chapel, the 
Bishop and our priests were welcomed traditionally 
with application of tilaks on their foreheads followed 
by aarti. 

After the Mass, the Assumption Family were loving-
ly invited for a celebration where snacks and cold 
drinks were served with a thrilling & enthusiastic 
dance by our beloved Fr Byron and Bro Rocky.

We appreciate the efforts of Yvette, Mahesh, the 
animators, and the entire community for making the 
feast a great success. We took this opportunity to bid 
farewell to Bro. Rocky, Sr Fatima, and Sr Catherine.

- Leena Fernandes

Feast of the Holy Cross Chapel
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GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER
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FAREWELL TO THEE, BRO. ROCKY

CATHECISTS’ PICNIC

COMMUNITY NO. 12 - WAY OF THE CROSS

GREEN FUNERAL GREEN FUNERAL

ASSUMPTION FAMILY PICNIC
12
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   To break free from the monotonous lives we live, 
and beat the scorching heat this summer; the Divine 
Light Prayer Group went for an enthralling picnic 
to Gorai on 26th April. I was so thrilled about the 
picnic that the previous night I couldn’t sleep think-
ing about all the fun we would have at the beach.
We met at 08:00am at the Gorai Jetty, crossed over 
through the ferry and then hopped into the rickshaw 
to fi nally arrive at our destination, a beautiful bun-
galow owned by one of our friend’s relatives. Some 
of our group members were generous enough to 
prepare delicious breakfast and snacks for all of us.
   After a short session of prayer and worship, we 
played some games and then headed towards the 

beach for some fun activities. Sipping on lemon juic-
es and golas brought fresh memories of childhood; 
making us feel young all over again.
   Post lunch, we played several more games and en-
acted plays based from the Bible, lots of prizes were 
won. Before returning home, we thanked the Lord 
for a beautiful day fi lled with laughter and joy.
   This wonderful picnic made us to you really know 
each other well and relaxed our minds from our 
busy schedules.

- Fatima

THE ALPHA COURSE

   Did I join the Alpha course in order to change 
my life? Of course not. Did it change my life? Yes. 
I joined the course because it offered me answers 
to questions I’d been asking my entire life. I felt the 
time had come to stop answering them myself!
   The Alpha Course explores the basics of Chris-
tian faith in a friendly, honest, and informal envi-
ronment. This Course is run in parishes not just 
in Mumbai, but all over the world. This year, our 
church ran ten sessions, starting from Jan 18th. The 
series of video talks effectively touched the lives of a 
small group of twenty-fi ve people.
   Each session opened with hymns led by Selby, 
on the guitar. A short introduction, often funny or 
interactive, followed. Then, the video talk started. 
Nicky Gumbel, the pastor in Britain who had con-
ceptualized the course and featured in the videos, 
was a compelling speaker.  Despite the fact that 
these videos were almost an hour long, the engaging 
content made it feel like fi ve minutes. Finally, we 
split into smaller groups for discussions headed by 
an Alpha leader. Often, sharing our thoughts offered 
valuable insights and interpretations that cleared up 
doubts or concretized emerging thoughts.

   The ten sessions covered these topics: 1. Who is 
Jesus? 2. Why did Jesus die? 3. How can we have 
faith? 4. Why and how do I pray? 5. Why and how 
should I read the Bible? 6. How does God guide us? 
7. How can I resist evil? 8. Does God heal today? 9. 
What about the Church? 10. (Full day session) Who 
is the Holy Spirit? What does the Holy Spirit do? 
How can I be fi lled with the spirit? 
   Of all the sessions, the one on the Holy Spirit is 
etched in my mind. After watching the videos, we 
venerated the Blessed Sacrament. We then prayed 
in groups for each other, after which Fr. Elias bless-
ed each person. For me, the feeling of intense peace 
lasted a full week. I had always felt I lacked courage 
to do a lot of things, including volunteering in our 
parish. But now, I realize I do not need courage, I 
only need the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that 
lights the way before me. I merely have to follow.
  For more information, check the website, 
www.alpha.org/india. And the next time you get 
the opportunity, do attend the Alpha Course.

- Bernadette Mendes

The last date to send in articles/reports/pictures for the July 2015 issue 
to the email id assumptionlink@gmail.com is June 15, 2015.

DIVINE LIGHT PRAYER GROUP PICNIC

Note: The dates for Alpha Course II will be announced shortly

“It's so rotten, gossip. At the beginning, it seems to be something enjoyable and fun, like a piece of candy.
But at the end, it fi lls the heart with bitterness and also poisons us. I tell you the truth. I am convinced that 
if each one of us would purposely avoid gossip, at the end, we would become a saint! It's a beautiful path!"

- His Holiness, Pope Francis
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RECOLLECTION FOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

    Fr. Barthol Baretto organized a series of Recollection 
from 15th to 22nd March 2015 for EHMC at various 
venues.  The session for the Borivali and Bhayander 
Deanery was organized on 15th March 2015 at the 
Goregaon Seminary from 4.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.  Ap-
proximately 250 participants from various parishes 
and amongst them 15 Eucharistic Ministers from our 
parish attended this session. 
    This session was a follow up of the Rally (50th An-
niversary of the Eucharistic Congress) for the EMHC 
held on the grounds of St. Paul Church Dadar (E), on 
30th November 2014.
    Fr. Gavin Lopes the speaker for the evening gave us 
some inputs about the Eucharist.  He explained that 
in this ministry how God has chosen and called us 

to exercise his love to the sick and homebound as we 
take Jesus to them.  We have to spend time with them, 
listening to them about the problems that they are 
going through owing to sickness, pain and loneliness,  
and comfort them.  
    Towards the end of the sessions Fr. Barthol also 
invited some of the participants to share their views 
about the session. We thanked Fr. Barthol Barretto 
for organising this programme and requested to have 
more sessions in the future, so that we can bear more 
fruit, strengthen and build our relationship with Jesus. 

- Sharon D’souza

LENTEN MISSIONS

    Here we are again - in the time we call Lent. For 
many of us, the word “Lent” denotes a “meatless/
tasteless”, “sober/somber” season. “Detox” after the 
excitement of Christmas and New Years. We often 
overlook another meaning - the idea that Lent is an 
invitation to “return,” to be reconciled with God, with 
each other and with ourselves. Lent calls us to return 
to our hearts, to see what’s there and act from what 
we see. 
    Lent is a season of the heart. Keeping that in mind, 
the Parish team along with the Liturgy team planned 
the Lenten Missions for the Assumption Family – Fr. 
Alwyn Misquita along with his team conducted the 
Mission on all 3 days. The topics ranged from sin and 
forgiveness, to discipleship and a greater intimacy 
with God through a personal encounter with Jesus.  

Every evening, at the end of Missions, the Blessed 
Sacrament was exposed and a special prayer on heal-
ing and deliverance was said. The last day was set 
aside for inner healing. All were invited to make their 
confessions and approach the priests for counselling. 
Fr. Alwyn gave a message at the end of the Missions 
and said The Lord calls us to return and to arise with 
Him, to a new beginning, with a new purpose.  With a 
renewed faith and a replenished heart, may we awak-
en this Easter to a new life. The Missions were a great 
start to the season of Lent, indeed! 

- Parish Liturgy Team 

THE PASSION PLAY ON GOOD FRIDAY 

    The Passion Play was initiated and conceptualized 
by Richard Mitra, lyrics and tracks by Vivian Mitra, 
narration by Avalon Saldanha, and directed by Gillian 
Saldhana.
    Unlike the usual skits seen so often in the past, this 
show grabbed our attention. From the moment it 
started, we were transported back in time to the heart-
rending scenes that took place 2000 odd years ago. 
The gripping scenes moved from one stage to another 
around the church grounds.
    The scene of condemnation was impressive and 
beautifully enacted by the actors who played Pon-

tius Pilot, Jesus, and the soldiers. All the characters 
played their part realistically and convincingly; even 
the actor playing the role of Mother Mary did not 
speak a word, but she spoke volumes with her ex-
pressions and brought tears to our eyes. The costumes 
and props were aptly chosen, keeping in mind every 
detail. Kudos to all the performers, especially those 
behind the scenes, the background music, and the 
sound effects.

- Stella Lucas





ASSUMPTION FAMILY PICNICS 

    Just mention the word ‘PICNIC!’, and immediately 
scenes of laughter, joy, sunny beaches, fun ‘n games 
and gadbad ghotala unlimited fl ash before our eyes. 
All this and a great deal more was enjoyed by every-
one who attended the Assumption Family Picnics 
that took place on fi ve glorious days, 20th to the 
25th of April, 2015. In two jam-packed buses, three 
or more communities travelled to the venue at St. 
Bonaventure Church, Erangal beach, Malad. 
    The Parish team comprising of Frs. Elias & Byron, 
Br. Rocky and the Sisters attended all or most of the 
days and enthusiastically participated in all the mauj 
majaa along with the Assumption Familyparishio-
ners. The Picnic Committee (special thanks to Tina 
and Caroline Rebello) outdid themselves by organiz-

ing fantabulous games and other fun and time-pass 
activities. Part of the expenses was subsidized by the 
parish to enable more to participate. Awesome food 
prepared by Helen, a local caterer, and super awe-
some music by DJ Thomson only added to the fun 
quotient. Special thanks to Fr. Leo Rebello, parish 
priest of Our Lady of the Sea Church, Madh Island, 
for use of the premises without any charges. A big 
God Bless to all the organizers, sponsors, and most of 
all, the Parish team! 

- Harold Mendes

BROTHER ROCKY, YOU ROCK!

   Actions mean everything and for the past ten 
months, how alive our Assumption Family has been 
with the presence of Brother Rocky and his involve-
ment in various associations, cells, in the school, at 
Bunderpakady and almost everywhere. In today’s 
world, where everyone sugar coats the things they 
say, we have a person like Bro Rocky, who says what 
he truly feels. 
   My experience of him as been a life changing one. 
Bro. Rocky sat with me once and told me how I can 
get better with my Leadership Skills. I really appre-
ciate that he saw the things in me which I couldn’t 
identify. Brother Rocky always said to me, “God 

bless you raja”. How I am going to miss those words. 
In the little time that I’ve spent with him, I truly 
believe he is a gem of a person. They say people 
come into your life, for a reason, season or a lifetime. 
Brother Rocky was here for a season and I wish we 
could have him here with the Assumption Family for 
a lifetime. We never say goodbye to the person we 
wish to see again sometime, it’s only until we meet 
again. We wish Bro. Rocky all the health, happiness, 
and luck in his journey.  Brother Rocky, you Rock!! 

- Thomson Fernandes 

CATECHISTS’ DAY OUT 

    As catechists, we are responsible for managing and 
monitoring the children while they learn or enjoy 
themselves at picnic.
    This picnic to ‘Kinny Resort’, Manori, organised 
by the parish fathers on 14th April was a picnic with 
a difference. We let down our guard and enjoyed 
every bit of it.
    The day was fi lled with fun and frolic. Like chil-
dren, we were excited on seeing the swimming pool 
and enjoying the rain dance. The games kept us 

active, relaxed and refreshed all day long. 
    We are grateful and appreciate the efforts of Fr 
Elias, Fr Byron and Bro. Rocky. We are now eagerly 
waiting to take up our duties with renewed vigour in 
the coming year.

- Fatima Pereira,
            Catechist

The Catechism/Confi rmation classes begin on 

June 21, 2015 with a childrens mass at 7.45 am.

All Catechists will meet on June 14, 2015 after the 7.45 am mass.

The Catechism/Confi rmation classes begin on 

June 21, 2015 with a childrens mass at 7.45 am.

All Catechists will meet on June 14, 2015 after the 7.45 am mass.
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TO THE SEMINARY WE GO…..

   Our parish organised a Bus for more than 50 youth, 
children and a few adults along with Bro Rocky 
Fernandes and Fr. Byron to witness the ordinations 
that were held at St. Pius Seminary Goregaon on 11th 
April 2015.  It was a fi rst time experience for most of 
us and it was just amazing; the liturgy, the choir led 
by the brother, everything so beautifully planned 
and the homily by His Eminence Oswald Cardinal 
Gracious on the challenge of choosing this Vocation 

was beautifully explained. We also had the oppor-
tunity to go around the beautiful seminary campus, 
and also met a few brothers and sisters who worked 
and have been working in our parish. I hope we can 
take many more adults, youth and children next 
year. 

- Gillian Saldanha  

A GREEN FUNERAL

    A Catholic funeral without a colourful wooden 
coffi n! Surely this does raise some eyebrows. Going 
green without the wooden caskets traditionally used 
to bury the departed seems to be the new mantra ad-
opted by the Assumption Family. The fi rst green fu-
neral in our parish, was held on Monday 20th April. 
80-year-old Casmir Lobo was laid to rest, wrapped in 
a simple cloth sheet, in a steel coffi n.
    The Lobo family has always been passionate about 
saving the ecosystem. One of their sons said, “When 
my dad passed away, we mutually decided to follow 
the recent suggestions issued by our parish and did 
away with the wooden casket. The cost of a coffi n 
would have been somewhere between Rs. 5,000-
50,000 and the same money could be saved instead 
and given to the needy”. They have decided to do-
nate the same to some good cause.
    The reusing of steel coffi ns is an excellent idea 
and an eco-friendly way of saying goodbye to your 
loved ones. Fr Elias states, “Though there are no 

stringent guidelines to do away with wooden coffi ns 
completely, as it is basically a personal choice of the 
grieving family, those who discard it would be fol-
lowing the path shown by the Holy Father”. 
    A  Green burial isn’t just eco-friendly—it’s eco-
nomical as well. Because these burials do not include 
costly caskets and preparation services, they are 
extremely affordable. If you have spent your life 
protecting the environment, it only seems natural 
to choose a burial that does the same. Don’t let your 
infl uence on the planet end with your funeral. Nur-
ture the environment for generations to come with 
a green burial. You’ll leave the world a better place 
than you found it.
    Consider it your parting gift to Earth.

- Troy Monteiro 

In order to defray our expenses, we are accepting 
advertisements for the Assumption Link. 

       
You may send the Ads. on assumptionlink@gmail.com and payment

 to be made in advance by cheque only to our Parish Offi ce in favour of 
“Our Lady of Assumption Church”

The revised advertisement rates from July 2015 are as follows :
  

Size Color Black & White
Last Page 3500 -

Full Page (Inside Front and Back Cover)
3000 -

Half Page 1800 1500
Quarter Page 1200 1000
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Kids Corner
How well do you know St. Anthony?
- St. Anthony’s birth name was Fernando Martins. He was born in Lisbon, Portugal.
- St. Anthony joined the Franciscans because he was strongly attracted to the simple, evangelical life-
style of the friars (he was earlier with a different congregation, Canons Regular).
- He did most of his work in Italy, where he landed because of poor health and a sea storm.
- He had a deep understanding of scripture, and on one occasion, made a great impression with his 
impromptu sermon, guided by the Holy Spirit.
- Thereafter, studies for any of the friars was entrusted to him by St. Francis of Assisi, the founder of 
the Franciscan order.  

   The reason St. Anthony’s help is invoked for fi nding things lost or stolen is traced to an incident that oc-
curred in Bologna, Italy. According to the story, Anthony had a book of psalms that was of some importance 
to him as it contained the notes and comments he had made to use in teaching his students. A novice who 
had decided to leave took the psalter with him. Prior to the invention of the printing press, any book was an 
item of value. Upon noticing it was missing, Anthony prayed it would be found or returned. The thief was 
moved to restore the book to Anthony and return to the Order. The stolen book is said to be preserved in the 
Franciscan friary in Bologna

   When his body was exhumed thirty 
years after his death on 13 June 1231 
(aged 35 years), it was found turned to 
dust, but the tongue was claimed to have 
glistened and looked as if it was still alive 
and moist; apparently a further claim was 
made that this was a sign of his gift of 
preaching.
  Anthony was canonized by Pope Greg-
ory IX on 30 May 1232, at Spoleto, Italy, 
less than one year after his death
  He is especially invoked and venerated 
all over the world as the patron saint for 
the recovery of lost items, and is credited 
with many miracles involving lost people, 
lost things and even lost spiritual goods.

You can colour this picture, with St. Anthony 
in a brown robe, and the fi shes, multicoloured. 

- Christine Miranda
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• Why was the mother fi refl y unhappy?

Because her children weren't that bright!

• Why did the kid throw the butter out the window?

To see the butter fl y! 

• Why do hens lay eggs?

If they dropped them, they'd break! 

• What time is it when an elephant sits on your watch?

Time to get a new watch!
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MILESTONES

(Note - A few Milestones were not published erroneously in the April 2015 issue. We regret the same - The Editorial Team)
                       

10-11-2014    MARY D’SILVA CHILD/O MARTIN & BERTHA D’SILVA

                         (COMMUNITY NO 15)   

14-11-2014    AGNES GOMES  CHILD/O ANTHONY GOMES & 

                           GLORIA CARDOS

                         (COMMUNITY NO 11) 

                 MARRIED IN CHRIST    

19-11-2014     SAMUEL RAJ TO AGNES MARY

22-11-2014     HANSEL (JUDE) FERNANDES TO 

               BRINELLE LOVINA DANIELS

Community 15 - Easter Mass

30-11-2014   RYLAN VAITHY CHILD OF SUBASH 

                   & DIANA VAITHY.

                 (COMMUNITY. NO 8)             

30-11-2014  ZACH MIRANDA  CHILD OF MARK & 

                  LISETTE MIRANDA

                  (COMMUNITY NO 1)

BAPTISED IN CHRIST 




