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Parish Vision: TO BUILD A VIBRANT UNITED CHRISTIAN PARISH SHARING AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER SELFLESSLY

     We have just welcomed Jesus into our total being....but at times our 
minds are troubled with various questions and doubts like: Who is Jesus? 
Why should I read the Bible? How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Does God truly heal today? These and many such questions come to our 
mind. 
     I invite our Assumption Family to learn the basic thrust of Alpha. It is 

an opportunity to learn the truths of our Faith and along with 

From the Parish Priest’s Desk...

The Alpha

it the understanding of God the Father, of Jesus Christ, his 
incarnation, death, resurrection and the Holy Spirit 

and his gifts.
    We are planning to start the Alpha Course in 

our parish.  
  This study course will begin from 18th Janu-

ary 2015 over 10 Sundays from 7.30pm 

to 9.30pm. It will include a half day 
Holy Spirit session on one of the 
days. Limited seats are available 
and we will be able to 

accommodate only 20 participants 
on first come basis.
You have been invited to Grow, 
Renew, Restore and Share your 
faith. Do register your names in 
the parish office by 15th January 
2015. 

- Fr. Elias D’Cunha

  SPECIAL HOLY CROSS CHAPEL CONSECRATION ISSUE



Holy Cross, Bunderpakhadi, Consecration - Dec 20, 2014



COMMUNITY UPDATES

Community No 10 - Jesus and Mary | Co-ordinator - Anita Nandoskar

                                                        Carol Singing
   I was one of the 85 odd people who attended the Carol singing procession in our Community. Hum-
ming popular Carols such as Hark! The Herald, Come All Ye Faithful and many others to the strum of guitar 
strings, we went from building to building in the 53 apartment maze of MHADA colony, Ekta Nagar.
One of the members, dressed as Santa Claus gave out chocolates to children. At times, we had to rescue 
Santa from the hordes of children gathered around him. It makes one nostalgic about the times when we, 
as kids, used to be ecstatic on seeing the stout  man with a white beard, donned in red garments.  Apart 
from this, I also discovered that some carols do sound angelic when sung in a chorus. It was great to see 
people of various ages interact with each other and enjoy the occasion. The event ended with a group 
photograph. In a nutshell, it was an amazing experience. Because, in the end, Christmas isn’t a season. It’s 
a feeling! 

- Royden L. Gomes

   Christmas was just around the corner, and to add to the festive fervor and excitement and keeping in 
mind the theme of the year “Eucharist and Family”, our community planned to go carolling from one 
home to another, to share the happy times and spread the joy and warmth of Christmas to all the families 
around us. The group sang a medley of traditional and new carols like Dashing Through The Snow, Ding 
Dong Merrily On High, Come To The Manger, Go Tell It On The Mountain, etc. The group was ably led by 
Sandra Nevis and consisted of elders, youth and school children. The excitement doubled when most of 
the families shared Christmas sweets with us and in the true sense made us feel that Christmas is a time 
to get together and spread happiness to everyone. 

- Swedel D’souza

Community No 12 - Holy Trinity | Co-ordinator - Neeta Kanchan

                                  Spreading Love Through Carols

Couples Day in our parish will be celebrated on 

Sunday, Jan 25, 2015, with a Mass at 6 pm 

followed by a get together. 

Passes @ Rs.50/- per couple are available.  

Please register and book your passes by Jan 20th.

  The Novena to our community's Patron Saint, Francis Xavier commenced on November 24th 2014. The 
Novena was conducted by our animators by reciting the Rosary, and the prayer to St. Francis Xavier, fol-
lowed by a reading from the Bible. December 3rd, 2014 was the feast of St. Francis Xavier. With the bless-
ings of our Parish Priest, the Eucharist was celebrated by our Tamil Chaplain, Fr. Chinappan, in the com-
munity. During the homily, he gave great insights into the life history of St. Francis Xavier. The Eucharist 
was followed by a get together where all the community members sung hymns of St. Francis Xavier and 
interacted with the Priest. This was followed by community dinner to conclude the celebration.

- Joeprakash

Community No 11 - St. Francis Xavier | Co-ordinator - Rosaline Bosco

                                            Community Feast Celebration

3



    On 15th November 2014, we celebrated Children's Day in our community. Around 15 children gathered 
for it including children   from our community as well as our domestic helpers'. The celebration started 
with snacks being served to all, followed by games like 'passing of parcel', 'musical chairs' and 'blow-
ing-the-balloon'. There was a small dance competition too for the kids to showcase their talents. The en-
thusiasm and energy that the children put in while participating in the games and the dance competition 
was truly heart-warming. Prizes were given out to all the winners. The party ended with a light dinner 
of pav bhaji that was lovingly prepared by a few of our community animators. Indeed, nothing compares 
to the joy of seeing cheerful children around you. We are glad to have experienced this joy through the 
Children's day party.

- Rebecca Correia & Jasmita Hirlekar

COMMUNITY UPDATES

Community No 13 - Shield of Faith | Co-ordinator - Fausta D’souza

                                  Children’s Day Celebrations

 The very idea of Christmas carolling brings everyone together. The youth of our community along with 
our coordinator decided to bring in Christmas to everyone by going from door-to-door to each family. It 
was unique that we not only sang carols to the families we met but we greeted the families, shared the 
Word of God and also prayed for their intentions. Carols were sung in English and to reach out to other 
faiths a carol in Marathi, ‘Baal Radhtay’ was sung by one of our community members. The children gave 
gifts to all the families we visited. It was indeed a wonderful experience as families shared Christmas 
treats and everyone was joyous and got into a feeling of CHRIST filled CHRISTmas. 

- Jacinta Buthello

 Christ filled Christmas

Community No 15 - Immaculate Heart of Mary | Co-ordinator - Leena Fernandes

                                                                     Christmas Celebrations

"Christmas is the perfect time to celebrate the love of God and family 
and to create memories that will last forever. 

Jesus is God's perfect, indescribable gift.
 The amazing thing is that not only 

are we able to receive this gift, 
but we are able to share it with others at Christmas 

and every other day of the year."

  This quote by Joel Osteen is very true and we too must embed it in our hearts. On 17th December 2014, 
our community - The Immaculate Heart of Mary, had a Christmas celebration. We began the celebration 
with a tableau presented by the small kids of our community. They showed the birth of Jesus in a beau-
tiful manner. In the tableau they showed how Jesus was born and the three kings came to visit him. The 
youth of the community sang carols with uncle Austin, who played the guitar very well. A carol was 
sung to accompany each scene. We also had Santa Claus who sang, danced and greeted everyone and 
gave sweets to the children. Snacks and cold drinks were distributed to everyone. We had a few games 
for the children. We had a great time meeting each other and celebrating the Christmas season. The cele-
bration ended with dinner. Such celebrations help our community to grow together as a family.
 

- Alisha Fernandes

All community articles and reports of  associations to be printed in our newsletter can 
be send to our new email id.: assumptionlink@gmail.com  

Please note the last date to submit articles for printing is Jan 25th, 2015 
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   It was a fun filled evening when the co-ordinator and animators of our community organised a  
Children’s Day evening on 15th November. There were around 45 children and youth present at the 
celebration. The evening began with a prayer service,  reading of a passage from the Bible, and then  the  
co-ordinator and animators   sang for  us a  “Happy Children’s  Day”  song  in  melodious  voices. They 
organised a few games for the children and youth and refreshments were served to all. A token gift was 
gifted to us by our co-ordinator. The celebrations ended with smiles on our faces. 

- Riana Lobo

Community No 16 - Don Bosco | Co-ordinator - Iris D’souza

                                  Children’s Day Celebrations

COMMUNITY UPDATES

  A Group of 92 parishioners along with Fr Bryon 
and Br Rocky went to Goa to attend the St. Fran-
cis Xavier Feast & Exposition of his Relics. On the 
Feast day after an early  breakfast we left for St. 
Francis  Xavier Church (Bom Jesu) for the feast 
mass & veneration at Se Cathedral where we stood 
patiently in a queue along with thousands of other 
pilgrims. 
  The whole event was so well systematically orga-
nized that within a few hours we were able to ven-
erate the body (enclosed in a glass case) of St. Fran-
cis Xavier, and then moved on for the feast mass 
in the pandal built adjacent to the main church. 

There were seating arrangements for the tens of 
thousands; the mass was concelebrated by Cardi-
nal Gracias, 2-Cardinals, 7-Bishops, 115-Priests and 
many religious sisters and other pilgrims from all 
parts of India and abroad. 
   We did manage to also visit some tourist spots 
and enjoyed the scenic charm of Goa , the lovely 
food and also attended some cultural programmes. 
All of us  enjoyed this marvellous pilgrimage 
which was both spiritually uplifting as well as 
relaxing !
 

- John Lucas

THE EXPOSITION OF THE RELICS OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

   I want to first thank our dear Parish Priest, Fr. 
Elias for inviting the band Open Secret to our 
parish. It was a concert musical and an evening of 
worship, all rolled into one. O Come All Ye Faithful!! 
relived the magic, meaning and mystery of the Na-
tivity. It set the mood for the Advent season. The 
bands take, on ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’, ‘Long Time 
Ago’ as well as ‘Hark the Herald’ was indeed a mix-
ture of the old and the new. Besides which there 
were a number of new carols adapted to today’s 
world and suffering humanity.
  The most touching part was when the band asked 
us to light the candles given to each of us and 

hold hands and sway to a few of the carols. What 
a beautiful demonstration at night! Mobiles and 
cameras went click! click! from different vantage 
points. Indeed, as I mentioned earlier, the music 
and the ambience thoroughly brought us into the 
Christmas Spirit.
   For those who missed the band, I believe Fr. Elias 
has promised to bring them back soon. Alleluia!!! to 
that promise.
Thanks once again to the band and the Parish team.

- Joe Kuriakose

MARANATHA WITH OPEN SECRET

I have planned a meeting on Sunday, 11th January 2015 at 10 am in the 
Assumption Hall of the members of Friends of Raigad Mission. 

All are invited to attend and participate in this meeting, as we plan our 
next step to initiate the Friends of Raigad Mission Association.  

- Fr. Elias D’Cunha

Friends oF raigad Mission
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“To build a vibrant united Christian parish . . .” – 
our parish vision statement.

  Fr. Elias D’Cunha envisioned this year’s crib to be 
a little different from the regular set up. He pro-
posed that the crib be open to all - not only for the 
parishioners but even people of other faiths. The 
main intent of the crib was to strike a chord and 
to inspire people towards action. The theme of the 
crib is Assumption Family: Community Building. 
In the season of Christmas we are reminded of 
the greatest commandment that Jesus gave to us 
-   “Love one another as I have loved you”. With 
this theme in mind, we tried to encapsulate all the 
different aspects that we as a united family could 
contribute our time and efforts to. 

1)  Personal troubles/battles – Like Stress, Addic-
tion– Are we working on a way to fighting our own 
demons?
2) Social Evils -Domestic Violence, Child Labour 
or Women Abuse. -Do we contribute to such social 
evils? Do we turn a blind eye when we come across 
it?
3) People in Need– Friends of the Raigad Mission, 
Sick and Homebound, Service to the Poor– Do we 
find time to offer our service to people in need?
4) Concerns for our country / planet– Swachh 
Bharat, Greed and Corruption, Religious Intol-
erance, Save Our Earth – Are we the problem or 
working towards a solution?

  In order to further stress on Jesus being present 
in the Assumption Family, the main crib with 
the Holy Family was shown in a depiction of our 
Church structure. With this theme in mind we 
decided not to restrict the making of the crib to a 
few individuals but for it to be a truly community 
effort. Each of the communities contributed to the 
making of this crib. People of all ages and skills 
worked together in a cohesive effort – children, 
youth and adults.  
  Many people have come to see this crib and ap-
preciated the creativity and the efforts of all in-
volved. Though with this crib intending to inspire 
action, we should not only just see the crib but also 
pledge to take appropriate action. Each community 
and in many cases 2 communities were clubbed 
together and were allotted a theme. They were all 
given a wooden board and told to depict the theme 
and ways to solve the problems associated with it 
with the use of wood, cardboard, etc. These com-
munity teams worked hard day and night attend-
ing meetings in the church and in their respective 
communities and the marvelous walk through crib 
is indeed breath taking.

   A big thank you to the members of the Crib Com-
mittee and all the members of the communities 
who helped make Fr Elias’ vision see the light of 
day.

 - Connie D’Souza

ASSUMPTION FAMILY CRIB: A CRIB TO INSPIRE ACTION

  We participated in the Choir festival at St Anne’s, Borivli on 21st December 2014. It was a day which we 
students will cherish all our lives. We sang a few Christmas carols. The message sent to the others was 
that Jesus is the perfect gift to each one of us. Our choir instructor Judy, Fatima and Kimberley Braganza 
painstakingly trained us for this great day. Many parishes participated in this event. We are grateful to 
our Catechists for giving us this kind of exposure. We would also like to thank our parents for encourag-
ing us to take active part in the choir festival.

- Tanya Cabral

  21st December 2014 was certainly a day to remember for the Sun Cats children and teachers too. The An-
nual Christmas celebration was held in the Church hall. It began at 4:00pm with a small prayer and with 
children singing the hymn-Mama Mary and was followed by an interesting and meaningful presentation 
conducted by Judy and Fatima. We were served snacks and soft drinks. As all work and no play makes 
Jack a dull boy, Joylan organized some nice games and gave away spot prizes. After this Santa came out 
from nowhere and greeted the children and distributed sweets and presents in colourful Sun Cats bags. 
Br. Rocky insisted that we carry our bags every Sunday to Sunday school. Thanks to Fr. Elias for helping 
us with the celebrations.

- Kimberley Braganza

SUN CATS CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

CHOIR FESTIVAL
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holy cross chapel, bunderpakhadi, consecration pictures



holy cross chapel, bunderpakhadi, consecration pictures



holy cross chapel, bunderpakhadi, consecration pictures



Standing from left to right : Fr. T.O. Jacob, Fr. Sinto, Fr. L. Ribeiro, Fr. Sandip, Fr. Byron, Bishop Agnelo, 
Fr. Gerald, Fr. Jacob, Fr. Bhushan, Fr. Gregory, Fr. Ronny, Fr. Godfrey, Fr. Trevor, 
Sitting from left to right: Br Rocky, Fr. Itur, Fr. Edward, Fr. Prakash, Fr. Elias, Fr. Carlton, Fr. Sunil, Fr. Joe

The Open Secret concert
Crib made by people of other faiths of Community No. 1

holy cross chapel, bunderpakhadi, consecration pictures



  “Where there’s a will and faith, the Lord opens the 
gate “- Fr Elias, the Parish Team and the parish-
ioners had the will, the foresight and the faith to 

transform the 107 year old Holy Cross Chapel 
into a stunning retro structure of faith and wor-
ship, and the Lord opened the gate of his love and 

removed all obstacles!
     
   Saturday, the 20th of Dec 2014, dawned bright 
and clear and crisp, a perfect day in anticipation of 
what was in store the same evening - the blessing 
and consecration of the age old Holy Cross Chapel 
and Holy Cross at Bunderpakhadi, Kandivli West, 
a part of the Mother Church of Our Lady of the 
Assumption. The ever-smiling (and gracious) Bish-
op Agnelo Gracias graced the occasion, and in the 
presence of the Parish Team of Fr Elias D’Cunha, 
Fr Byron Mendonça and Fr Rocky Fernandes, ex – 
vicars Fr Gerald Fernandes, Fr Edward D’Souza, Fr 
T O Jacob, Fr Gregory Pereira and 14 other priests 
and religious, the ceremony commenced at 5 pm 
and ended at 7.30pm.
   The Holy Cross built after the Great Bombay 
Plague of 1896, and the Holy Cross Chapel in 1907, 
for the Koli and Bhandari Christian locals who 
resided in the North-West corner of our parish... 
both  being over a century old, were badly in need 
of repairs and renovation. The present vicar, Fr 
Elias D’Cunha, who celebrated the Eucharist every 
Sunday at the Chapel since 2008, always had the 
renovation uppermost in his mind. As soon as he 
took over as parish priest, he undertook this proj-
ect with single-minded devotion and competence. 
By July the work had moved apace with the old 
structures’ demolition and appointing of architects, 
contractors, electricians, etc. and by November end 
a new terracotta facade chapel had risen like a Gre-
cian Phoenix from the ruins. 
   To maintain the continuance between the new 
and the old and the transformation from an early 

20th century crumbling structure to a mid-21st cen-
tury building, the outer façade was given a maroon 
painted unplastered brick finish. Also, the tiny 
marble cross atop the old chapel was retained and 
installed. Historical sentiments and memories far 
outweigh structural symmetry! Similarly the 100 
odd year old marble plaque and the wall on which 
it was installed were retained and replastered to 
give it a Biblical Temple columnal look. Past and 
present blended marvelously to give a sense of 
continuity. The backdrop of the sanctuary with the 
crucified Christ in wood, the carved Lectern with 
the Ten Commandments and the main altar with 
the carved and painted Last Supper were all the 
works of the master craftsmen, the Sequeira Broth-
ers, from Vasai.  The new Chapel is immensely 
large, spacious and airy and can comfortably seat 
250 people. 
  The whole ceremony with the Liturgy and the 
consecration prayers was conducted ably by Bishop 
Agnelo, Fr Elias, Fr Byron and Br Rocky in Marathi. 
The chapel has state of the art sound systems and 
all modern amenities for the comfort of the parish-
ioners. Bishop Agnelo also released a commem-
orative booklet which comprised the history of 
the Chapel and other information in Marathi and 
English and present and past pics of the chapel, the 
Cross and the locals.
  The enthusiasm of the parishioners was so in-
fectious that the crowd of 1600 far exceeded the 
expected number of 1000. A marvelous place for 
prayer and contemplation has been erected by 
Fr Elias and we sincerely hope and pray that the 
other projects planned, also bear fruit at the same 
quick pace and with the same cooperation and help 
extended by the faithful and well-wishers. For the 
locals of Bunderpakhadi in particular and the ex-
tended parish in general, indeed “Acche din aa gaye 
…”

- Harold Mendes
 

CONSECRATION CEREMONY OF THE HOLY CROSS CHAPEL, BUNDERPAKHADI

   We are happy to report that members of our community are actively involved in the civic matters 
related to our community. We played a leading role recently, in getting the traffic movement within our 
community area regulated by the concerned Government Authorities. This has benefited all the residents, 
including non-Catholics. Because of the initiatives taken by us for the benefit of all the residents, people 
of other faiths are coming closer to us and even assisting us. This was noticed during the procession of 
the statue of Mother Mary, taken on a Palki, through the roads and lanes of the community on the feast 
of Our Lady of Health in Sept. 2014, and also during the Blessed Sacrament procession taken through our 
community on the feast of Christ the King in Nov. 2014. Our non-Christian brethren have also put up a 
Crib on a public road in our community, for veneration.

- Selwyn Miranda, 
Community No. 1 -  Sts. Peter & Paul 

  

 INTERACTION WITH OUR NON-CHRISTIAN BRETHREN
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Notes :

   Our parish began its preparation for the coming 
of Jesus with a performance by the Open Secret Band 
on the 7th of December. It brought the Christmassy 
feeling in the most unique manner by music pro-
claiming the Good News of our Lord Jesus.
  “Preparation for Christmas begins in our hearts” 
and it was explained in detail by our pastors, Fr. 
Elias D’Cunha and Fr. Byron Mendonça day after 
day and helping us to prepare ourselves by empha-
sising on the importance of Reconciliation, enlight-
ening us of the ‘4Rs’ i.e Responsibility, Remorse, 
Repair and Repetition. 
   The solemn Christmas Eucharistic Celebration 
was indeed a celebration welcoming Jesus into our 
lives again. A beautiful homily by Fr. Byron helped 
made us realise the true meaning of Christmas. 
True Christmas celebration is to celebrate with the 
underprivileged and to bring smiles to their faces; 
to share our joy with others and to be of service to 
the less privileged, which was shown by Jesus him-
self, when Jesus our Lord, our King came down as 
one of us to serve the people and to die for us. 
   The Eucharistic Celebration was accompanied by 
a majestic choir glorifying the birth of our King. It 
not just made the service beautiful but also brought 
in the feeling of Christmas by singing carols before 
the solemn service.
    The altar backdrop beautifully featured various 
social current situations like Stress, Missions, Vio-
lence, Corruption, Suffering, Abuse, Child Labour, 
Addictions, Reaching Out, telling us that Jesus was 

born in the midst of all these and it is upto us to 
witness the love of Christ and to reciprocate that 
love.  The service concluded with a surprise where 
a cake was cut and it was overwhelming to see how 
the church grounds resounded as the entire congre-
gation sang Happy Birthday to Jesus. 
    The icing on the cake was a wonderful crib made 
by the Assumption Family. Not only did it depict 
the birth of Christ and the Love of God, but also de-
picted the various social themes mentioned in the 
backdrop and how each of us could pick and sup-
port and make a difference to one social cause. The 
striking factor of this crib was that it was the hard 
work and effort of all the 21 communities of our 
parish with more than 150 parishioners involved in 
making such a meaningful crib.
    The seating and stage arrangements for the 
service was also very different which not only in-
creased the seating capacity for the service but also 
ensured that the screens were visible. The art and 
decor was absolutely amazing making it a real cel-
ebration for the birthday of our Lord. The celebra-
tion ended with the sharing of Christmas cake and 
a cup of hot coffee and almost everyone meeting 
and greeting one and other Happy Christmas!!!
Thus it was Christmas at its best!

- Merint Thomas, 
Community No.4 - Little Flower 

O! COME ALL YE FAITHFUL! (PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS)

  The Training Programme – Skills for SCC Anima-
tors was held at St. Pius X Diocesan Seminary, from 
7th to 9th November 2014. The programme began 
with a mass and a homily focused on the role of 
Small Christian Communities as a Good Samari-
tan reaching out in service. Emphasis was laid on 
the the qualities required of SCC animators which 
are humility, sharing, caring and concern. There 
were insights shared on various topics like Deep-
ening Prayer Life – by Fr. Patrick D’mello, Holistic 
Growth by Fr. Felix D’souza, Enabling Leadership 
by Adrian and Jasmine, Building Team Spirit by 
Reuben, Handling Conflicts by Lorna and Michael, 
Assertive Behaviour by Augustine Matthand and 
Working With People of other Faiths by Anand 
Castelino. All the sessions helped us in developing 
positive attitudes for collaborating and networking 
with people around us. 
   To sum it all up, the topics dealt with focused on 

service to humanity, caring, sharing, respect for fel-
low brethren, Christian values and to play the role 
of a Good Samaritan. The methodology included 
role playing and group exercises. 
   It was indeed an enriching experience for all the 
27 participants from various Parishes spread across 
Mumbai. The participants were a blend of young, 
middle aged and seniors, with varied experience in 
service to Communities and the Church. The induc-
tion of Youth leaders in SCC activities is the need 
of the hour for passing on the baton; it was hearten-
ing to see seniors working together with youth, and 
guiding them as team leaders to play an important 
role in SCC activities. I urge more animators and 
coordinators to attend these sessions. 

- Anitha Mohandas
Community No 05. - St. Joseph

SKILLS FOR ANIMATORS
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   Sunday, 7th December, 2014, was a great day in 
the annals of the Archdiocese of Bombay.  It was 
the culmination of the celebrations of the GOLDEN 
JUBILEE of the XXXVIII International Eucharistic 
Congress and the Archdiocesan Eucharistic Con-
gress .To celebrate this occasion, 40 of us went to 
Don Bosco’s, Matunga, to join thousands of parish-
ioners from all over Mumbai who had gathered 
there to thank God for the blessings bestowed on 
them over the past 50 years. A thanksgiving Eu-
charist was presided over by the Papal Nuncio, 
H.E. Salvatore Pennacchio. He handed over to our 
Cardinal Oswald, a relic of Bl. Pope Paul VI, gifted 
to us by our dear Pope Francis. 
   A special blessing was given with this relic and 
our Cardinal announced that he would arrange to 
send this Relic to all the Churches in our Archdio-
cese. A multimedia presentation of the exemplary 
work done by our eminent Catholics, in the city 
of Mumbai, e.g. Dr. Luzito D’souza, Julius Ribero, 
Flavia Agnes, etc., proudly reaffirmed the theme “I 
AM CATHOLIC – I AM ALIVE ”, which was beau-
tifully rendered in song and dance.
   The chief guest for the evening, was our Gover-
nor, Shri. Vidyasagar Rao, who spoke very highly 

of the work done by the Catholic community in 
Mumbai.  He thanked us for all the services we 
were rendering in various fields and thus helping 
in the upliftment of our city and country at large. 
He assured us of his full support in all our endeav-
ors and activities. We the parishioners were very 
proud to attend this function, as one of our com-
munity members of Community No.19, Orpheus 
D’Souza, was baptized 50 years ago during the 
Eucharistic Congress. His mother, wife Lorraine 
and son Joshua, were with us; but as he works in 
the Gulf, he could not come for this function. To 
celebrate this great day, the family gave us snacks 
as we travelled by bus. 
   A souvenir candle was given to all present along 
with a snack box. The grand finale concluded with 
the release of a big rosary, made from colored bal-
loons. It truly was a grace filled spiritual evening 
for the thousands of parishioners from all over 
Mumbai and an experience of a lifetime. Thank you 
Fr. Elias D’Cunha for so kindly sponsoring the bus 
for our travel.

- Lydia Carvalho,
SCC Parish Coordinator

“I AM CATHOLIC,   I AM ALIVE”

 
       In order to defray our expenses, we are accepting advertisements for the Assumption Link.  
You may send the Ads. on assumptionlink@gmail.com and payment to be made in advance by 

cheque only to our Parish Office in favour of “Our Lady of Assumption Church”

 
                       Color                       B/W
 
 Full              2500                         1500 
 
 Half             1500                         1200 
 
Quarter        1000                          800 

  Advertising rates for Assumption Link w.e.f. from November 2014

The celebration of Christmas is incomplete without a crib depicting the nativity scene. Almost all of us have a nostalgic memory 
of our childhood days, making our Christmas crib at home . Its done at leisure, with a cup of hot chocolate and with some of 
mom's special Christmas sweets. The community cribs in churches and societies are however very elaborate and always have 
something unique to express. I had never given a thought to the work behind it. This Christmas I volunteered to set up the 
Church crib along with about 150 people from different communities of our parish.The plan was to make a walk through crib 
with each community putting up individual cribs highlighting certain issues and this led up to the main Church crib. A very 
daunting task I must say, but an enlightening experience.However thanks to technology, we managed to get everyone together 
virtually, share ideas, updates and  finally put up the crib on Christmas eve.We hope our message reaches out to everyone.

- Melvin Mendonca
                                                                                                                                                       Community No 13 - Shield of Faith

ASSUMPTION FAMILY CRIB

13



Kids  
Corner

“Compliments of the Season and a Happy New Year to all the 
young and not so young readers of the Assumption Link.
Let’s begin the New Year on a jolly note, Santa style!
Smile and laugh the whole year through!”

i don't Want to go to church!
A mother went to wake her son for church one Sunday morning. 
When she knocked on his door, he said, "I'm not going!"
"Why not?" asked his mother.
"I'll give you two good reasons," he said. "One, they don't like me. 
Two, I don't like them."
His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why YOU WILL 
go to church. One, you're 47 years old. Two, you're the Pastor!"

the coin toss

By the time Rupert arrived, the football game had already started. "Why are you so late?" asked his 
friend.
"I couldn't decide between going to church and going to the football game. So I tossed a coin," said 
Rupert.
"But that shouldn't have taken too long." said the friend.
"Well, I had to toss it 35 times."

the haM sandWich

A Jewish rabbi and a Catholic priest were good friends. At a picnic one day, the priest was eating a 
ham sandwich. "You know," he said to his friend, "this ham sandwich is delicious. I know you're not 
supposed to eat ham, but I don't understand why such a good thing would be forbidden. When will 
you break down and try it?"
To which the rabbi replied, "At your wedding."
late For class

A little girl, dresses in her "Sunday best" was late and running to her Sunday school class. As she ran, 
she prayed, "Dear God, please don't let me be late. Dear God, please don't let me be late." Then she fell.
She got up, dusted herself off and saw that her dress was now dirty and had a little tear. She started 
running again, still praying, "Dear God, please don't let me be late." But this time she added, "But 
please don't push me, either!"
catholic heart attack

After suffering a heart attack and having quadruple bypass surgery, a man woke up to find himself in 
a Catholic hospital with nuns taking care of him. As they nursed him back to health, one of the nuns 
asked him if he had health insurance.
"No," he replied, "No health insurance."
"Do you have any money in the bank?" asked the nun.
"No. No money in the bank."
The nun asked, "Do you have any relatives you could ask for help?"
The man replied, "I only have a spinster sister, who is a nun."
At this the nun because irritated. "Nuns are not spinsters. Nuns are married to God!"
"OK, then," said the man. "Send the bill to my brother-in-law."
child art

The Sunday School teacher asked her class to draw a picture of their favorite Bible story. One little boy 
drew a picture of four people on an airplane. "That's very nice," she said to him, "but what is it about?"
"That's the flight to Egypt." said the little boy.
"Oh, I see. That's Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus. But who is the fourth person?"
"That's Pontius the Pilot."
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