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Parish Vision: TO BUILD A VIBRANT UNITED CHRISTIAN PARISH SHARING AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER SELFLESSLY

HOLIDAYS!!!
Come April and May and it’s time for a holiday, rest,
vacation, relaxation and rejuvenation! We all want to
be with our families and recharge our family ties. As
we gear-up to build our families, may the Lord Jesus
fill us with his grace!
To help us to reflect on our family relationships, the
following story is a good read!
I bumped into a stranger as he passed by, “Oh excuse
me please” was my response. He said “Please excuse
me too; I couldn’t see you coming”. We were very
polite, both of us, the stranger and myself. We said
goodbye and went on our way.
But at home a different story unfolds, how we treat
our loved ones, young and old?
Later that day, cooking the evening meal, my
son stood beside me still. When I turned, I nearly
knocked him down. “Move out of the way”, I said
with a frown, a little harshly. He walked away, his
little heart broken. I didn’t realize how harshly I had
spoken. While I lay resting in bed, God’s small voice

came to me and said, “While dealing with a stranger,
you used common courtesy but with the family you
love, you seem to abuse. Go and look on the kitchen
floor, you’ll find some flowers there by the door.
Those are the flowers your little son had brought for
you. He picked them himself: pink, yellow and blue.
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise, you
never saw the tears that filled his little eyes.”
By this time, I felt very small, and now my tears began
to fall. I quietly went and knelt by his bed, “Wake up
little one, wake up”, I said. Are these flowers you
picked for me?
He smiled, “I found them out by the tree. I picked
them because they were pretty like you.” “I knew
you would like them specially the blue”, he added.
I said, “Son, I’m very sorry for the way I acted today,
I shouldn’t have yelled at you that way”. He said,
“Oh Mom, that’s okay, I love you anyway”
I said “Son, I love you too and I do like the flowers,
especially the blue”
Thought:
• If we died tomorrow, the company we are working
for could easily replace us in a matter of days. But
the family we left behind will feel the loss for the
rest of their lives
• Many people pour themselves more into their
work than into their own family – a misplaced
investment!
• Family = (F)ATHER (A)ND (M)OTHER (I)
(L)OVE (Y)OU
Let us spend quality time with our family this vacation
and wishing our bigger family – The Assumption
Family a relaxing, rejuvenated holiday ahead!
- Fr Byron Mendonça

BCS Football Team

Life In The Spirit Seminar

Community No 15 - Visit to Holy Name Cathedral
(Door of Mercy)

Youth Visit To Raigad

Way of Cross, Vailankanni Church, Uttan

The Cast of I Shall Be With You Again with Bishop
Bosco Penha and Frs Dominic, Byron & Predheep
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Holy Week And Easter

he Parish Liturgy Team helped each member
of the Assumption Family experience the
journey of Jesus and his disciples through the
Holy Week, very beautifully and meaningfully, this
year as well.

sake of God’s call to serve others, are still experiencing
this love, and will continue to do so always. We were
then led into another beautiful enactment of the
Passion of Our Lord that helped us ponder over what
this story means for our life and our world. It took us
to the depths, and helped us hold out and hope not
The Holy week began on Palm Sunday, with the for our own power but for God’s grace. The service
blessing of palms and a procession in the morning concluded with an enactment of the deposition of
and the Passo service in the evening, with Veronica Christ’s body into the burial chamber.
singing in Marathi this year.
The hour with Our Lady of Sorrows gave us the
On Maundy Thursday, the Assumption Family was opportunity to contemplate on, relate to, and pray
urged to pray for the priests that have served in our for mothers all over the world in various situations.
parish and are currently serving in our parish. The We asked Mother Mary to intercede for us to Jesus so
first mass at 5:30 pm in the church was exclusively for that we may imbibe her qualities and practice them
the sick and the old. This was followed by the Mass of in our daily lives.
the Lord’s Supper at 8:00 pm on the church grounds. Easter is the highlight of the Holy Week, when we
The striking and meaningful homily by Fr. Byron behold with awe the power of life over death. We
helped us to experience the intimacy of Jesus’ last are called to experience the joy of the resurrection.
night with his friends. It led us into experiencing the Bishop Percival Fernandez was the main celebrant at
final lesson of service and love Jesus imparted to his the Eucharistic Celebration, and, in his short yet very
disciples and we felt part of the last meal He shared powerful homily, he explained how each of us should
with his friends. We were also led into pondering the enjoy little things like the beauty of the flowers. We
meaning and promise of love, service, generosity, and were led to understand the wonder of what God can
sacrifice in our lives and our world as we listened to do in the midst of despair, to understand the travel
the story of how the hymn, “I have decided” came from the depths of human hopelessness to the heights
into being. The mass was centered on the acts of of faith in God’s grace, and to determine where the
foot washing and communion; this was particularly need and hope for resurrection lie in our life and our
special this year, as our parish priest washed the feet world.
of the differently abled. Soon after mass, parishioners
waited and watched with Christ through a Holy Hour The Parish Liturgy Team makes great efforts every
at the Altar of Repose, conducted in Marathi at 10:00 year to give us a true experience of the Holy Triduum
PM and in English, at 11:00 PM. These hours were and encourages us to be Christ-like through gestures
meditative and meaningful and helped us experience of love, caring, and service, illustrated in the biblical
narratives from the Passover to foot washing to the
being with Jesus during the night of his arrest.
crucifixion and resurrection. Kudos to the Parish
The Good Friday Service began in the morning Liturgy Team; to the choir, lectors, art and decor
with the Stations of the Cross conducted in various team, altar servers, ushers, and Eucharistic ministers;
languages. The highlight was a live enactment of and to the entire Parish team, including the fathers,
the Way of the Cross by the Assumption Youth—it brothers, and sisters, for making the entire season of
really helped us experience the betrayal, rejection, Lent and Easter a sacred and special experience!
and pain of Jesus’ crucifixion. The evening service
commenced at 06:00 PM; Bishop Bosco Penha was
the main celebrant and, in his homily, beautifully
- Br. Troy Monteiro
recounted short real-life stories and incidents to help
us understand how each one of us have experienced
the vulnerable love of one who surrendered all for the
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“Come, Adore Him”

he Holy Hour which was conducted at the
Altar of Repose this year on Maundy Thursday
was an extraordinary experience for me
because it helped me to reevaluate and introspect on
the various aspects of my life and to put everything
into perspective.

let go - “Not my will, but Yours be done.” These
words must have been so difficult for Jesus to say,
to give up everything and surrender to God’s plan.
But yes, Jesus trusted His Father and knew that there
was nothing bigger or greater than God’s plan. In a
similar way, God wants us to have faith in Him and
to trust knowing even at times when it is difficult
This hour with the Lord helped not only me but to believe that just like a father will never hurt his
most of us to realize how much we need Him in our child. Similarly, God has us protected all the time,
daily lives, how He actually is present in our lives the only thing we need to have is FAITH! God loves
without us even realizing it. Br. Troy led us with his us unconditionally and wants us to trust Him and to
melodious singing of hymns of praise and worship, lift all our shortcomings, difficulties, problems, and
accompanied on the organ by Alex, which helped us discouragements to him. Most of all, this hour helped
to lift up all our insecurities and hopelessness, fear me to surrender to God’s greater plan and to come
and discouragement to the suffering Christ so that closer to Christ and encounter His endless mercy and
love.
He can transform us into a new person.
The Holy Hour helped me to encounter God in a
different way - through a personal conversation
with Jesus, Him speaking to me and telling me to

I

- Aleshia Rodrigues

I Shall Be With You Again

n 2013, before the season of Lent could begin, I
received a call from Richard Mitra to discuss an
idea along with his son Vivian. The idea was to
create an enactment to bring the body of Jesus down
from the cross after the service on Good Friday.

to the old method of celebrating Good Friday and
was a wonderful way to convey God’s message.

I would like to express my gratitude to all the cast
and crew members for devoting their time and efforts
despite their busy schedule. In a special way, I would
like to thank Vivian for making the soundtrack,
Putting our minds together, “I shall be with you Gillian Saldahna for co-directing the play, and Glenn
again” was created, which was well appreciated Saldanha for the various arrangements.
by the Assumption Family. Due to our educational
commitments, we were not able to put up an act in I am grateful to Community No. 4, Little Flower, for
2014. However, in 2015, with encouragement from sponsoring the spotlights and costumes, and Mark
Richard and our parish priests, we had the enactment Fernandes for the makeup. A big thank you to Richard
for Good Friday with a larger plot as compared to and his wife, Queenie, for the constant motivation,
2013. Once again, the Assumption family appreciated continuous support and guidance.
the message brought through the act.
Most of all, I would like to thank our Risen Lord for
This year we were challenged to create something working through us to convey his message of love
new. In the Gospel of Matthew 7:7, it is said - “Ask and and faith. Jesus has touched our lives tremendously
it will be given to you;” our prayers were answered giving us the grace to spread the message of his
and we were able to put up something new. Bishop Selfless Love and I thank everyone who has been part
Bosco Penha who was the main celebrant for service of these acts over the last three years. God Bless you!
applauded the efforts taken to present a touching and
meaningful enactment. This act brought a new light
- Avalon Saldanha
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Divine Mercy Sunday

very year the Divine Mercy novenas begin
on Good Friday and its feast is celebrated on
Sunday, after Easter. The Divine Mercy Group is
glad and grateful to Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour
for the successful completion of Divine Mercy Novenas
this year.
Father Jharvis celebrated the Feast Mass at 9:00 am
where he offered incense before the picture of Divine
Mercy with incense. His homily was based on the
unending love, compassion and mercy of God to all,
especially to sinners.

you have written enough about my Mercy? What you
have written is just a drop compared to the ocean. I am
Love and Mercy itself. There is no misery that could
be a match for my Mercy, neither will misery exhaust
it, because as it is being granted - it increases. The soul
that trusts in my mercy is most fortunate, because I,
Myself takes care of it.”

Hence, we would like each and every parishioners
to come and experience the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ by joining the Divine Mercy Group. Those
interested, may kindly give your names to either
Genevieve Fernandes (+91 9833944752) or Lorraine
Our group members appreciate Sharon for singing the (+91 8879433347).
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and Brendan and Angela for May the Divine Mercy bless you and your families
handling the projector on all the days.
abundantly!
Jesus said to St Faustina – “My daughter, do you think
- Genevieve Fernandes

Community No 12 - Holy Trinity| Co-ordinator - Neeta Kanchan

T

Community Way of the Cross

he Way of the Cross Community Procession is
liturgical, in the sense that it consists of prayers,
readings, enactments, and spiritual meditations
based on the 14 traditional Stations of the Cross.
These elements were covered in our community. The
initiative was taken by our coordinator and animators
as they led the people in a solemn journey through the

final days of our Lord’s life. The best part is that it is
customized to the family needs and it was conducted
in Konkani and English to ensure participation of the
families.
- Gracy Monteiro

Community No 15 - Immaculate Heart of Mary| Co-ordinator - Leena Fernandes
Acts of Mercy

A

Walk from Charkop to Cemetery

bout 30 members from our community walked
from Charkop to the cemetery in our parish
on Sunday, 21st February. A solemn prayer
service was conducted for the departed souls of our
community. Some made personal prayer for the
departed members of their families.

of Mercy at Cathedral of the Holy Name, which was
opened by Cardinal Oswald Gracias, in this Jubilee
Year of Mercy.

As we reached the Holy Door, we made our personal
penitential prayer. Once inside, we conducted a Prayer
Service as prepared by the Church. To gain a special
indulgence and blessings we re-entered the main Holy
Door. It was indeed a wonderful experience of peace
After sprinkling holy water on all the graves, we and tranquility, which will last a lifetime.
proceeded to the church for the evening mass, which
was offered for all souls departed from our community.
- Jacinta D’Souza
Visit to Holy Door of Mercy – Cathedral of the Holy
Name, Colaba
On Sunday 28th February, a bus load of 50 members
travelled all the way to Colaba to visit the Holy Door
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Community No 16 - Don Bosco| Co-ordinator - Iris D’Souza

T

A Visit To Sneha Sadan

he members of Don Bosco community visited
the underprivileged and orphan girls of
Sneha Sadan at I.C. Colony, Borivali (West) as
a part of our Lenten activity. We met Sister Gloria
who informed us that they have eleven girls, with
ages ranging from 12 to 17 years. The sisters there
provide the girls with a good homely atmosphere.
These girls come from low income homes and a few
are orphans and are provided with good food and
education. Prayer services are conducted every day
from 8:00 to 8:30 pm, which include recitation of the
Rosary, Bible study etc. Some of the girls are of other

faiths, but they still take an active part in the daily
prayers. The daily chores are rotated among the
girls which gives them a chance to learn household
work. A few of the girls are undertaking nursing
and beautician courses which will help them in
getting a job later.
We gave them a love offering of vegetables, fruits
and garments of daily use. It was a good experience
visiting those girls who were happy that we spent
our Sunday evening with them.
- Susanna Sequeira

Community No 17 - St Anthony| Co-ordinator - Sagayaraj Kovilpillai

O

Prayer Service for the Sick and Homebound

n 3rd March, the animators along with
our coordinator met at Happy Home for a
prayer service for the sick and homebound.
We began with a personalized prayer that was
followed by the Stations of the Cross and a hymn
for each sick person at their individual residence.

we visited. Also, they were very happy to recite the
prayers together. This is a good activity during Lent
and we look forward to more members joining us to
experience the joy of visiting the homebound.
- Jude D’Souza

We received a warm welcome from all the families

O

Football!

ur parish team participated in the BCS
Footcom this year. The Inter Parish Football
Tournament was played at the MSSA
ground (Mumbai School Sports Association) at
Dhobi Talao.
Our first encounter was against Our Lady Of
Dolours, Dhobi Talao. We won by four goals to
one (4 – 1). Ronson Lewis opened the goal score
for us, followed by a hat-trick, scored by Grenville
Murzello.

Our second match was against St. Andrews, Bandra.
In this nail-biting encounter, we lost this tough game
2 - 3 after leading 2 - nil. Both the goals were scored
by Grenville.
We thank the players, the youth of our parish for
playing their hearts out. Hope many more will come
forward to build a strong team for next year.
Special thanks to Joylan and Grenville for putting
together a good team.
- Team BCS
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A Place I Never Knew

t was 4:30 am. The trip was from 27th - 28th
February, 2016. The Assumption Youth Movement
has organised a trip to Mahad, Raigad. At first, I
thought of skipping it but enrolled for it anyway.
What started out as a journey at the crack of the dawn
(I'm not a morning person) turned out to be one of the
best trips of my life.

touched me. The fact that humans take many things
for granted.

On the final day of our trip, we embarked to the
Raigad fort. Considered the stronghold and capital
of Chhatrapati Shivaji, this fortified structure was
a beast. One of my friends, who is an enthusiast in
defense strategies, told me that back in those days, an
enemy could not see the entrance or the exit of this
They say, all journeys have secret destinations that the fort. He was right. Going up to the first entrance via a
traveler is unaware of. The lush, untouched landscapes ropeway (a kind of cable car), acrophobia set in. The
of rural Maharashtra, invigorated everyone who entire landscape of Raigad spread out beautifully like
glanced outside the bus windows. Our main stay was a painting, or so I was told. I had my eyes closed all
at St. Xavier's Parish, Raigad. There, we met Fr. Elias, the time.
who welcomed us to Raigad. Talking at length about
the things the Missions in Raigad have achieved, he From the throne of Shivaji to the various remnants
mentioned how happy he was that the youth is getting of the fort, Raigad fort has much to offer. One has to
brace for the occasional haggling of local guides trying
involved as well.
to give you insights about the strategic placement of
Taking us to the Janakalyan Dairy farm, Fr. Elias the fort to its esteemed history leading up to Shivaji's
introduced us to Fr. Calvin. A cheerful guy, Fr. death. The toughest part was the descent: 1770
Calvin's explanation of the milk pasteurization process uneven steps through some of the steepest mountains
was an eye-opener. We were also enlightened about Maharashtra has to offer. With tired legs, we finally
the strawberry farms that the Missions operate and, made it to the bus.
luckily, got the chance to pluck strawberries and eat
The trip was over but the memories remained. The
them straight off.
friends we made, the fun we had, and the people we
Another part of our trip was a visit to a tiny village interacted with will be cherished for sure. But more
nestled in the hills of Raigad. A tranquil settlement, than that, what would be cherished in my memory
the Kumbharde villagers live a simple, rustic life. would be the indomitable spirit of the Raigad Missions
Interacting with some of them, I realized how different and how they function and spread employment, as
their way of life is. Our so called 'first world problems' well as Christianity, in remote areas where many
and dependency on technology to carry just about people think that they are forgotten. Also, the luscious
any given task assigned to us, is the direct antithesis strawberries.
of how these peaceful villagers live their life. Just the
thought of living without the internet can send shivers
down our spines. This is something that, in a way
- Royden Gomes

Way of the Cross

T

he Senior Citizens’ Cell of our Parish organised a
pilgrimage to Our Lady of Vailankanni Church,
Bhate Bandar, Uttan on the 10th March 2016. We
were happy to be a part of a group of fifty members.
We left at 9.00 am and after a pleasant journey with a
hymn to our lady and the recitation of the Rosary we
reached the church by 11.00 am.
After breakfast, we started ‘The Way of the Cross’. The
opening prayer was said in the church and after that
we followed the Way of the Cross around the church
compound. We sang hymns as we walked from one
station to the other. The prayers at each station were

said by different persons so we got many more to
participate.
After the Stations we came back to the church where
the concluding prayer was recited followed by the
Angelus and grace before meals. On our way back
home we visited St. Andrew’s Church, Chowk. On
the whole we had a very prayerful and enjoyable time.
Thanks to the organisers.
- Ursula Miranda
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Sunday School Annual Day Report

fter a fruitful journey of being nurtured in
faith and guided to serve Jesus – Our Master,
the catechists and students along with their
parents celebrated their Annual Day on 13th March.
The celebrations began with a prayer service invoking
the presence of God in our midst, which was then
followed by a hymn – ‘Give thanks with a grateful
heart’- thanking God for his guidance all through the
year.

Skits based on ‘Accepting the reality of death and
suffering’ and celebrating ‘New Life’ at Easter and
‘Offering our two hands and one heart’ to Jesus
brought out the importance of Sunday school in
shaping the students’ life and enabling them to put
their faith into action.

We thank the entire team of catechists, students,
parents, and priests, and especially the priest
coordinator – Fr Byron for motivating all of us, and
being like the Good Shepherd leading us and raising
It was wonderful to see the tiny tots lift Jesus higher us up to more than we can be.
through their action song; and students expressing
the joy in their hearts on receiving the Eucharist for
- Macrina Murzello
the first time. A reflective prayer dance ‘Searching for
God’ highlighted that God dwells within us.

Bible Study Class Experience

J

ohn 6:45 says, "It is written in the Prophets, 'And
They Shall All Be Taught By God.' Everyone who
has heard and learned from the Father, comes to
me.”

I thought, reading and understanding the Bible,
would be a very complex task for me; I always
wondered – will I ever be able to learn? That was not
all, making a decision to attend was one and the other
was the time constraint. However, I always used to
fight with myself saying that I need to take some time
from my busy schedule. As the saying goes – Where
there is a will, there is a way. With this, I prayed to
God and the Lord answered my prayers.

Gradually the parish team invited an excellent
speaker, Ms Rowena Luis from Mount Carmel’s
Parish Bandra, who has been taking the Bible class
from 2014 onward. She taught us the overview of
the Bible – covered Old Testament and the New
Testament in last year.
This year, we began with Luke’s Gospel. A few of the
verses really touched me: Ch 11, verse 10–13 “If you
then, though you are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him!” And Ch. 19 v 10. “For the Son of Man came
to seek and to save the lost.”

To me, this Bible Study class has provided a powerful
new way to experience the Bible as originally
intended, and experience the Bible’s power and
meaning. As I progressed through the class, I became
more immersed in God’s story alongside others –
Fr. Byron expressed that the Bible is not just a book of sharing, questioning, understanding, and I am proud
rules by Awhich we live. The Bible is a revelation - the to say I am now transformed…just like it was meant
revealed word of God in which he tells us, "I exist." to be. I urge you, my dear members of the Assumption
God revealing himself to humanity is what the Bible Family to attend Bible class. Come taste and see how
is all about. The revelation is God acting in history to good our God can be…..
reveal Himself to the world. It is a record of the way I would like to end with yet another scripture passage
God deals with people. God revealed His nature to from Philippians 4:9 “The things you have learned,
us through Jesus. Bible contains stories, history, and and received, and heard, and seen in me, practice
a collection of books, laws, and ethics. These are facts these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”
that don't require any faith professions to accept.
Imagine that - God revealing Himself to us! "This is
me; this is what I am all about; I am here - I exist!”
- Genevieve D’souza
infancy narratives, etc.
I was so happy when Fr Byron made an announcement
in 2013 that the parish would start a Bible Class. It
was the answer to my prayer. Ever since the Bible
Class has started, I haven’t missed a single class.
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A Training Session On Christian Leadership

n February, 23rd Deacon Inacin and Mr
Richard Lasrado of OLCM conducted a
training session for all the coordinators
of our parish. After welcoming the speakers, Ms
Hilda Fernandes led us in prayer. Mr Lasrado spoke
on ‘Christian Leadership’, while explaining the
importance of this leadership, he said it was more
like a ‘Servant Leadership’. As coordinators, we
should thank God for choosing us as leaders in his
ministry, and just as Jesus came to serve, we too
must be ready to serve.
Since some of the coordinators have come to the
end of their second term, they are on the threshold
of relinquishing their leadership. They have served
very faithfully and their reward will be great. Their
stepping down from leadership may very well be
compared to the historic stepping down announced
by Pope Benedict. Everyone was shocked and sad
to hear this news. Pope Benedict now works in the
church liturgy, where he guides the church leaders.
He has formed a Theological Family and continues to
serve the Church ‘through a life dedicated to prayer’.
From Pope Benedict we too are called to learn to step
down humbly and gracefully as coordinators, and
continue to serve in our communities as Animators.
Deacon Inacin introduced Aquila and Prisca, the
couple who worked with Paul, where he stressed
that Aquila and Prisca were collaborators, and were
called ‘Ministers of the Word’. Furthermore, he said
that Paul never used titles that are specific to the
person with gifts and charisms but used common
terms like co-workers, brothers, servant/helper
and apostle. The most common term used was ‘coworker’ that indicates a partnership of cooperation.

“Workers, Not Master Builders”
This is what we are about:
We plant seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they
hold future promise.
We

lay

foundations that will
development.

need

further

We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our
capabilities.
We cannot do everything
and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step
along the way,
an opportunity for God’s grace to enter and do the
rest.
We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between the master builder
and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders,
ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.
Amen.
Joylan proposed the vote of thanks and Fr Byron
Mendonça said the Thanksgiving Prayer.

I would like to share an extract from Bishop Oscar
Romero prayer… ‘Workers not Master Builders’

- Lydia Carvalho
Parish Coordinator

The last date for submitting articles for the June issue is May 15, 2016.
Our email ID is assumptionlink@gmail.com
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Let the RIVER run...

umbai has rivers? Rivers? I was incredulous
the Rivers will cool down the hot air of Mumbai.
Areas near lakes or Rivers are always cooler.
when I spotted a flyer for ‘River March
2016.’ Apparently, the ‘Nallahs’ that run 3. Clean Rivers without contaminants will help fish
the breadth of Mumbai are Rivers that were full and
thrive, which in turn, will invite colorful migratory
beautiful a few decades ago. They are degraded to the
birds to visit our beloved city.
lowest level and called nallahs. What happened to 4. The mangroves are an integral part in preventing
them and why?
floods. Save the rivers, save the mangroves, save
the city. And with the oncoming global warming
You will be familiar with the Poisar River, that
onslaught, it’s about time we did something.
originates from Sanjay Gandhi National Park, crosses

the edge of Kandivli Village beside our Church, 5. These Rivers will solve a perpetual problem
empties into the Marve Creek, and finally into the
Mumbaikars face. Travel! The inland waterways
Arabian sea. As you have probably noticed, it is
can serve as an excellent means of transport
chockful of rubbish and industrial effluents.
through the congested city.
The other rivers are the Mithi River at Mahim, Dahisar
River (once picturesquely featured in a Hindi movie!),
and Oshiwara River with its source from Aarey Milk
Colony.

If you think this will be impossible, do not be
disheartened. Most crowded cities all over the world
have faced the same problems we face. The Hudson in
New York was full of chemical pollutants; the Thames
Go to rivermarch.org and see what’s being done to in London was referred to as that ‘dirty old river.’
bring back the beauty of the rivers. The River March No one fished or swam in the Hudson, but today it
is a movement to rejuvenate the Rivers, free up is finally clean. The Thames is an even better story.
encroachment, and save the remaining mangroves. Sixty years ago, nothing could survive in the Thames
Just imagine how much nicer this busy city would be – but today it is home to seals, porpoises, and even the
occasional stray whale.
with 4 gorgeous Rivers running through it.
And if a beautiful city is not on your list, here are a It is apt to end with the words of the songwriter,
Carly Simon, “We’re coming to the edge, Running
couple more advantages:
on the water, Coming through the fog, Your sons and
1. Free flowing Rivers will not harbor mosquitoes daughters. Let the river run, Let all the dreamers,
that spread diseases.
Wake the nation, Come, the new “Mumbai " !!!
2. Water is the breath of life, and deep clear water in
- Bernadette Mendes

W

Faith Formation

e, Leah Monterio, Sonal Dsouza, and Marc
Koshy, students of Std 7 and Std 8, went to
St Anne’s High School, Borivali (West), for
a faith formation programme on 28 February 2016.
It was a great experience. The programme started
with a prayer and a hymn, which was followed by an
icebreaker conducted by students of the Don Bosco
parish. The icebreaker gave us the opportunity to
interact with children of other parishes.

applauded us. We had worked very hard on it and
had put in our best efforts.
After all the skits were presented, snacks were served.
Then we had a quiz that tested our knowledge on the
seven books of Wisdom, which is part of our syllabus
this year.
The faith formation programme concluded with the
Eucharist celebrated by Fr. Lourdgu from St. Louis
church, Dahisar. The homily, based on the fig tree,
was very enlightening.

Each of the seven participating parishes performed
skits, which were enacted very well. These had a We returned home with joyful memories that day. It
valuable message and served as eye openers. The was indeed an excellent experience and our faith was
topics covered included poverty, global warming, truly enriched.
politics, leadership, relationships, and the Mithi River.
Our skit was based on poverty and was the icing on
the cake—it was an instant hit! Everyone liked it and
- Leah Monterio, Sonal Dsouza, and Marc Koshy
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Paapiyas - The Legend Of The Hooded Lamenters!

ome Holy Week and in the still of the night
(morning?), generally on Good Friday,
between the hours of 12-3 am, if you are awake
and you live on the ground or first or second floor
and if you have a cross in the vicinity, you can hear
voices singing a melodious soulful song in a dialect
unfamiliar to many nowadays.
These are the Paapiyas, a group of hooded mourners
who maintain an age-old tradition of Lenten singing.
Paapiyas or devats as they are called, are groups of
devout Christians who move about from cross to cross
in the dead of night, chanting prayers and imploring
Christians to rise from their sleep, get down on
their knees and pray and ask for God's forgiveness.
Paapiyas are representative of Jesus' apostles Peter,
James and John who accompanied him to the Garden
of Gethsemane. Here Jesus prayed during the Agony
on the Mount of Olives. Tradition has it that Paapiyas
sing verses from the Krista Purana (Krista Purana "The Christian Puranas" is an epic poem on the life of
Jesus Christ written in a mix of Marathi and Konkani
by Fr.Thomas Stephens, S.J. (1549–1619). Adopting the
literary form of the Hindu Puranas, it retells the entire
story of mankind, from the creation days to the time
of Jesus in lyrical verse form. The Christian Puranas 11,000 stanzas of 4 verses - were very popular in the
churches of the area where they were sung on special
occasions up to the 1930s. Although no copy of the
original edition has yet been discovered, it is believed
to have been published at Rachol (Raitur) in 1616

(while the author was still living), 1649, and 1654.)
These groups become active from the Sunday before
Palm Sunday and their activity culminates in a
crescendo on Maundy Thursday midnight, carrying
over till early Good Friday morning. Paapiyas form
groups of 10 to 20 and shroud themselves in black,
blue or brown tunics with a hood so they cannot
be recognised. Their laments are in the East Indian
Marathi dialect. Listening to them chanting can be a
hair-raising experience, especially in the dead of night.
The mourners travel through neighbouring villages
and pray at every cross. In the past, local Christians
often kept a kettle of hot tea at the foot of the cross
for the Paapiyas. It is said that the holy crosses at the
village entrance and junctions were installed to protect
the East Indian villages from the plague centuries ago.
This is one of the more common refrains sung by them
-"Bhavando, utha tumche neeze manche, deemi ghala,
lazaar kara, ek aamche bapala."
( I live on the first floor and have a cross just outside my
bedroom balcony and another cross just outside my hall
balcony and it indeed is a soul stirring experience [not scary
at all] to listen to these Paapiyas chanting religious verses
about Jesus in a not too easy to understand East Indian
Marathi dialect. They move from one cross to another
silently in a solemn procession.This practice has been going
on in our parish for many years. I wonder if this practice is
also followed in Goa and Mangalore!)
- Harold Mendes
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Divine Light Prayer Group
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Here is my testimony of the Life in the Spirit Seminar in our parish

y life has changed as I have received so much peace. Earlier whenever there was a problem (storm),
I would be very frustrated and upset my family too. However, now the Holy Spirit keeps me cool (at
peace). To quote from John 14:1, "Let not your hearts be troubled, you believe in God, believe also in
me". Personal prayer, the word of God and fellowship have become a power house in my life. I try not to miss
daily mass and have started reading the Bible. I always seek the Holy Spirit's guidance to do God's will. After
my wife and I attended the retreat at the Divine Retreat Centre, Kerala in Dec 2015, I joined our parish prayer
group.
Thank You Jesus for your amazing grace.
- Francis Correia

Life in the Spirit Seminar

L

ent is a time when we are given special graces
by God our almighty father to reflect on our
lives and come back to him in repentance. And
what could be a better place than our “Divine Light
Charismatic Prayer Group” which had organized
various activities during this Lenten season and Year
of Mercy.

as part of the year of Mercy. We had a list of around 51
families, so we divided ourselves into 6 groups. We
conducted two stations of the cross in each family,
interacted with them, prayed for them and gave the
word of God to them. Each and every person in the
family, especially the sick were overwhelmingly
happy and thanked us. It was an eye opener for all
of us as to see how despite their suffering, their faith
The “Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS)” which was in God is strong. We would like to end by saying “To
conducted by an eminent CCR Speaker Rowena care for those who cared for us is one of the highest
Luis, was scheduled for seven weeks. From Day 1, we honors”
were taught and guided how we could be filled with Request you all to join us and have a closer walk
the Holy Spirit through praise and worship and get with God. We meet every Thursday at 7.30 pm in the
the gift of tongues and the release of the Holy Spirit church.
with the three step process explained to us - THIRST,
BELIEVE, ASK.
- Jacinta Coutinho
Visiting the sick and the homebound was also planned
In order to defray our expenses, we are accepting
advertisements for the Assumption Link.
You may send the Ads. on assumptionlink@gmail.com and payment
to be made in advance by cheque only to our Parish Office in favour of “Our Lady of Assumption Church”
Please note: Advertisements received for the Assumption Link will be printed in the format and layout received.
No embellishments and editing of pics or matter will be done by the Media Team unless it’s absolutely necessary .

The revised advertisement rates from July 2015 are as follows :
Size

Color

Black & White

Last Page
Full Page (Inside Front and Back Cover)
Half Page
Quarter Page
Full Page

3500
3000
1800
1200
-

1500
1000
2000
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Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Good Friday

Enactment of the Way of the Cross by the Youth

Easter Vigil

Faith Formation

Community 16 - A Visit To Sneha Sadan

