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H - Assumption Link

Parish Vision: TO BUILD A VIBRANT UNITED CHRISTIAN PARISH SHARING AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER SELFLESSLY

From the 7ish Priest's DeSesk....
FEW LINES.....
MISSSION SUNDAY

his year we celebrate Mission Sunday on October 19th. The Second Vatican
Council says “The pilgrim Church is missionary by the very nature. Forit is
from the mission of the Son and the mission of the Holy Spirit that she takes
her origin, in accordance with the decree of the Holy Father” Jesus, Our Lord
has himself given us the gift of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit becomes the principal
agent of the Church’s entire mission.

All of us are to be missionaries for Jesus has said “l am with you always, to the end
of the age” We can walk on the M.G. Road, Charkop Road, on the high ways and
by ways of Kandivli as people belonging to Jesus. We can be moved by the gift

of the Holy Spirit and preach the Word of God by our example. Let us look at the
feet of St Thomas, St Francis Xavier, Mother Theresa and so many holy men and
women who brought the faith to India and walked on the roads talking about
Jesus.

All of us can preach Jesus Christ by our own example of faith; by the way
we love and forgive, pray and live. Each and every parent of our parish
has to be a missionary to their children and to the community. As we
celebrate the Mission Sunday let us pray for all the lay missionaries,
priests, nuns who are preaching the word of God all over the world.

We must also encourage youth of our parish to respond positively

to the call of God. This parish, this church is ours and we all belong

to Christ hence we have to build the body of Christ among us by

taking active part in all the services and community activities. Let

us say ‘yes’ to Jesus in all that we do.
Happy Mission Sunday. _ |
Fr. Elias D’Cunha
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Aunkwari Mariae, Saibini Assumpti Maule...
A Mystery Solved?

ost parishioners are familiar with the above song sung during the Novena to Our Lady of the

Assumption on the occasion of our parish feast. But very few of us must have given a thought
about the origin of this song — who was the writer/ composer, etc. When | started researching the history of
our parish in 1995 for the consecration of our new church, this thought was uppermost in my mind. | found
historical details of our parish from books left to me by my uncle priest, and many other sources, but there
was no mention anywhere about Aunkwarie Mariae. | contacted many of our original residents and ex-parish-
ioners in India and abroad, but none could shed light on this; all they could say was — we have been singing
this song since our childhood - which meant, from around the 1930s or 1940s! | just let the matter rest.

When | wrote a more detailed history of our parish on the occasion of the Sesquicentennial Jubilee in 2011,
| tried my level best again to find some mention anywhere of this song, but came up blank. | let the matter
rest...again. | had almost given up any hope of ever being able to unravel this mystery.

Fast forward to September, 2014, when fate intervened twice within a short span of a week. | happened to
come across an article on Sep 9, by Fr Austin Norris (originally from Chimbai Village, Bandra, and present
parish priest of St. Anthony Church, Malwani, Malad) in the Sep-Oct, 2014, issue of Tonian Tweets. He had
written an article nostalgically describing his childhood experiences about the feast of Mount Mary and the
Bandra Fair. The article made mention of two Marathi hymns sung during the Novenas, one of which was -
Ainkwari Mariae, Saibini Monti Maule. Struck by the near similarity in the titles of both songs, | contacted Fr.
Austin and asked him if he had the lyrics of the whole song. He immediately sent it to me on Whatsapp. Both
versions of Aunkwari Mariae are printed below and you can see that verses 1, 4 and 5 of our version are the
same as verses 1, 2 and 6 of the Mount Mary version, and the chorus too matched; with a few spelling differ-
entials, which is to be expected considering that it was the English script version of the original colloquial Koli
Marathi. | asked him if he knew the origin of the song and he said the very same thing - this song was being
sung since his childhood, during the Novena to Our Lady of the Mount.

Well, that was that, until fate intervened again. A few days later, specifically on Sep 13, a friend of mine living
in a nearly 100 year old bungalow at Sherly Rajan Village in Pali, Bandra, came across a book in his attic which
belonged to his in-laws, the late Tellis/Mabel D’Silva. It was entitled - “Bandra - Its Religious and Secular His-
tory” by Braz A. Fernandes, published in 1927. Knowing my love for history, he told me about it and | picked it
up from him the very next day. The book is a fascinating read, with historical pictures and articles of Bandra’s
Churches and religious institutions. The history of the Mount Mary Shrine is traced back to the year 1565 AD.
To tell the truth, | hardly expected any specific mention of the song. That turned out to be true, but pages
52-57 of the book give a detailed description of the Novena preparations and how the local converts to
Christianity from the Bhoi, Mahar and the predominantly Koli (fisherfolk) community of that area, led a band
(consisting of two reed pipes which produced a sharp piercing sound accompanied by a drum slung around
the player’s neck; the pipe sounds were correctly timed to the drum beats) through the by lanes of the sur-
rounding areas, singing specially composed hymns in honour of Mother Mary in colloquial Koli Marathi.

It is here that | start putting two and two together and trying to make four! The only possible conclusion (till
hopefully fate intervenes again, and | am sure it will in future) | am able to draw is that somewhere in the
early years of the 1900s, some parishioners from the Bandarpakhadi (the Kolis) Village, and/or the Assump-
tion/Kandivli Village areas of our newly formed parish must have made pilgrimages to the Mount Mary Shrine,
probably by bullock cart, and were so fascinated with the Aunkwari Mariae song, that they decided to adapt
it in some form, and added/deleted a verse or two and sung it during our parish novena.
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In conclusion, | am glad that there was some light thrown (however faint) on the origin of Aunkwari Mariae.
I only hope that just as | happened to read Fr Austin’s article, someone will come across this article and hope-
fully be able to throw more light on the origins of our parish song — Aunkwari Mariae.

Ave Maria!
Harold Mendes
Both versions of the Aunkwari Mariae :
SAIBINI ASSUMPTI MAULE SAIBINI MONTE MAULE
1. Rani ghe tu sartini sargachi 1. Rani ge hu hais, sortini sargachi
Pazol ghe tu hais sare dunichi. Pazol ge tu hais, sare dinichi
Ch. : Aunkwari Mariae Ch. : Ainkwari Marie,
Saibini Assumpti Maule. Saibini Monte Maule.
2. Maule larque rak sare Christavana 2. Santos Sareana, azche dissacha

Jasti tuze ya lekrana. Monte Saibini, hai tuze zalmacha
3. Rani get tu hais, Vandarche christavanchi

3. Madat ani curpa de sada sarvana Tuji nazar hai, sarainvar sarki

Jesusla ani tula manaula.
4. Teato lahan mothe, tula lekitan
4. Santos sarvana azche disacha Sare santosan, tula maintain
Assumpti Saibini nai tuze sanacha.
5. Mulkho mulkechi, parza aili hai
5. Marnache vele pauge Assumpti Maule Tuje paayapar, kurpa mangti hai

Sargachea razan karava sole.
6. Marnache vele, pau ge Monte Maule

Sargache razan, carava sole.

Taking A Step Closer Towards Building A Vibrant Parish

he Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) members on1oth August celebrated the feast of St John Marie Vianney
with great awe and enthusiasm by organizing a cultural programme for the fathers and sisters.

The function commenced by welcoming the fathers and sisters with an ‘Aarti’, which symbolizes the
presence of God among us and cake cutting.

In her address, Mrs Lidya Carvalho, Parish Coordinator highlighted the importance of priests in our life
and appreciated them for all their endeavours.

The programme comprised of joyous singing from the parish choir, koli dance and games to name a few.

St. John Marie Vianney, a patron saint for priests; it is truly said that parish priests are
the shepherds of the most ordinary and commonest of souls. Thus, truly making this
day a memorable one and taking a step forward in building a vibrant and united parish.

By PPC Members

Please visit our website. : www.assumptionchurch.in
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Community 21- Sacred Heart of Jesus | Co-ordinator - Sheila Mathias

A Joyful experience with the less privileged

ngela Roy, the youth representative along with the coordinator and another member from our com-
munity decided to celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Assumption by spending quality time with
the inmates of Shanti Daan Ashram in Borivali West. They greeted each inmate with a beautiful rose.

This wonderful experience of sharing and celebrating with the less privileged lingered in our hearts all
through the day. We wanted more members of our community to experience this wondrous feelingand so
on29thAugustwevisitedtheashramforthesecondtime.Weplayed games, listenedto theirgrievancesand
thendonatedthemwiththeirdaily necessity suppliessuchasgroceries, clothesandtoiletriestonameafew.

We were overwhelmed by the selfless efforts and commitment the staff at Shanti Daan were putting to
look after the under privileged.

The lesson learnt from this visit was that though we may yearn more luxuries in life, we need to be grate-
ful for all the small things God has blessed us with.

Sheila Mathias

Talks on the Evangelii Gaudium - The Joy of The Gospel by Pope Francis.

eventy people were handpicked and chosen to receive and reflect on the Apostolic Exhortation
written around the theme of “Christian Joy” at the Synod of Bishops in Oct. 2012, in order
that the Church may rediscover the original source of re-evangelization, the biggest challenge
faced by the Church today. The session was conducted by Fr. Jerry and Sabrina Vera.

“Good Friday Christians” as we may be called , love to mourn, fast and pull long faces and we forget
Easter- the joy of the Resurrection, from death to new life. Both the Old and the New Testament (Is 9:3,
Zech 9:9, Sirach 14:11, 14, Rom 5:20, Phil 4:13, 2 Cor12:9) expound the joy of the Lord. But can we be joyful
in difficult times? For example - caring for a special child or an alcoholic husband? Sam 3:17 says the stead-
fast love of the Lord never ceases, and only when we encounter the Lord and this love of his (Anubhav),
will there be a missionary transfiguration in our lives full of ‘Joy’ and ‘Hope’ in the Lord . Then we will
be able to see the face of Christ (who took away every sin and sadness on the cross and our problems).

The source and summit of a God encounter is the Holy Eucharist- the table of the Word and the table of the
Bread that transforms us into ALIVE, ACTIVE, CONSCIOUS and JOY filled Christians, responding to God’s
love for us and joyfully going forth from ourselves to seek the good of others; sharing the joy of the Gospel
inordertoreceiveitinallits fullness. Let’s not be selfish, let’s start with ourselves; experience and encoun-
ter Jesusjourneying through difficult timesin our lives. There will be helpers, betrayers andridiculers along
the way, but let us cling to the steadfast love of our Father in Jesus. Pope Francis says, “ | prefer a Church
bruised and hurting and dirty because it has been on the street. We are all workers in His vineyard. But
work without Christ, without joy is not spirituality. We must be proclaimers of the Jesus filled Christian joy.

Judy Rodrigues

All community articles and reports of associations to be printed in our newsletter can be send to our new email id.:
assumptionlink@gmail.com. Please note the last date to submit articles for printing is October 20, 2014.
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Eucharistic Ministers - Training Session

ay your reflective time be blessed richly and your life and ministry reflect that blessing”.
With this wonderful thought Fr. Elias began the training session for Eucharistic Ministers
on the 7th of September. The session was divided into five parts; each part led us into a deep in-
trospection of this ministry and the importance and spirituality it holds. A moment of prayer
and reflection on ‘You are the body of Christ and a member thereof’ (1Cor. 12:27) where we
meet Christ face-to-face in Word and in Sacrament, and we can be changed by the encounter.

The first part of the session was based on a questionnaire relevant to our ministry and
a revelation of our shortcomings as human beings and how we need to be clear that,
when we worship, we do so for God’s sake and not ours. We worship God because of
who he is and what he does for us in Jesus Christ. We love because he first loved us.

The second part was a reflection on Jesus’ interest in our lives and to be a Eucharistic Minister
is to enter into the fullness of joy which is the fruit of love, kindness and compassion. As
we open our hearts to include others in our love, we grow more fully human and, there-
fore, more into the image and likeness of God. It is an invitation to make that leap of faith
which defies reason, to discover the fullness of joy that comes from bringing joy to others.

The third part was our battle with sinfulness. Each member therefore has a ministry to pray un-
ceasingly, love, to care and to share and accept those who feel rejected and unwanted. This
point was made more meaningful when Fr. Elias shared his own personal testimony and
how in the Eucharist, we celebrate the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We commit our-
selves to continuing that story in the chapter of our own lives and of our own self-sacrifice.

The fourth part was the challenges each Eucharistic Minister faces - the challenge to live what
they do: as they distribute the body of Christ to their community in the church building. It is
also an invitation to share ourselves with the body of Christ which is the community. Each of us
has to be a model to our parish of self-giving, an imitation of the one at whose altar we serve.

We were then asked to open our hearts in silence and pray for all Eucharistic Ministers
who could not make it for the session. The session ended with adoration and thanksgiv-
ing as we prayed for strength to move from worship to take part in God’s mission in the world.

On behalf of the Eucharistic Ministers we thank Fr. Elias for such an enriching session. It was gratifying,
humbling, heartwarming, and a deep spiritual experience.

Melwyn Monteiro | Eucharistic Minister

Community 1- Sts. Peter and Paul | Co-ordinator - Selwyn Miranda
Deanery Youth Day

eanery Youth Day was celebrated on 31st August, 2014 at Don Bosco, Borivli. We belong to
the North zone which comprises of seven parishes. There were about 360 youth present,
of whom about 164 were from our parish, the highest number till date. The youth were di-
vided into 20 groups with funny names like Quack, Claps, Whistle, and many more. There was
also an interactive session through which we learnt quite a lot. It ended with a jam session.

Jewel Vaz
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Community 8 - Holy Cross | Co-ordinator - Yvette D’souza

O ur parish for the first time conducted the novenas to Our Lady of Health - Velankanni that commenced
on 30th August and ended on 7th September. The novenas were held in a bi-lingual manner under
the guidance of our Parish Priest Fr Elias D’Cunha with the melodious music of the Marathi Choir from
Bandarpakadi for all the 10 days.

Fr Elias and Fr Byron were the celebrants for the nine days and Br Rocky preached the sermons in Marathi
on certain days. The preaching was based on the life of the Blessed Mother and the message of Jesus for
each one of us.

On the 09th day of the novena, there was a procession with the statue of the Blessed Mother Mary being
taken on a Palki through Kandivli and Assumption Village with the melodious beats of the Velankanni
Band. We had the altar servers, Eucharistic Ministers, small children, youth, adults and even senior citizens
walking in procession. Prayers were recited at the various crosses and people were heard chanting “Ave
Maria”. 1t was a joy to see all the parishioners taking turns to carry the “Palki” including our Priests and
Br Rocky.

As soon as the Palki reached the church gates all the parishioners were seen dancing to the tune of the
“Bhakti Geet” with the drum beats given by the Velankani Benjo. The procession ended with blessing
and thanksgiving by our beloved priests. Our community is very thankful to all the parishioners for their
active participation, especially the ushers for their continuous support. We also thank the members of
community no 1 & 2 for their support and the snacks during the procession.

We thank Mr. Johnny Voity for the beautiful “Palki” decoration along with the Velankanni group also Mrs
Jyotsna Voity for draping the statue of Mother Mary with a saree on all the 9 days. We thank the Civic
and Political cell for getting the required permissions and last but not the least the support received from
Fr Elias, Fr Byron and Br Rocky.

We pray that our Lady of Health Velankanni may continue to shower her blessings on all of us and may
always keep us in good health - Ave Maria.

Community 10 - Jesus & Mary | Co-ordinator - Anita Nandoskar
A Visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Mount

n a hazy day in September (the 7th), our community paid a visit to Mt. Mary’s Basilica in Bandra.
OThe trip was greatly looked forward to by all, considering the excitement and meticulous plan-
ning that went into it by the animators of our community. As the clock struck 2.30 p.m., 65 members
of the community, old and young alike, boarded a private bus to Bandra. Amidst singing of hymns
and chit-chatting with one another, we reached our destination. Built over a small hillock overlook-
ing the Arabian Sea, the over a hundred year old Church (the Jesuit missionaries first built a small or-
atory here in 1566 dedicated to Our Lady of the Nativity) has an astounding aura to it. We attended
the mass and the meaningful sermon touched our hearts and minds. The interior of the Basilica was
just right to have a moment of spiritual reflection with God. After the mass, we did a bit of shop-
ping on the busy streets of Bandra and had light refreshments and boarded the bus back home.

In retrospect, | feel the pilgrimage refreshed the mind and the soul. It is these moments when you
feel great and rejuvenated and such holy sites make you feel humbled. The interaction of peo-

ple from various age groups in the community, which is a rare sight at times, was a great thing
to witness. All in all, it was an amazing journey and we came back home filled with fond memories.

Royden L Gomes
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Procession of Our Lady of Velankanni

MILESTONES
Baptised In Christ
17-08-2014 Aiden Miranda Child of Nevis & Priya Miranda - (Comm No: 7)
31-08-2014 Elena Murzello Child of lan & Tania Murzello - (Comm. No: 6)

Rested In Christ
22-07-2014 Cheryl M. Vyas - 58 Yrs - M.G Road - (Comm No: 2)
22-07-2014 Sentpoll H. Fernandes - 45 Yrs - Sector 1 - (Comm No: 13)

23-07-2014 Gracy Sequeira - 68 Yrs - Sector - 3 - (Comm No: 16)

25-07-2014 James D’silva - 67 Yrs - Kandivli Village - (Comm No: 1)
24-08-2014 Thelma J. Lawrence - 54 Yrs - Sector - 2 - (Comm No: 15)
31-08-2014 Cyprian Xavier D’souza - 77 Yrs - Sector 1- (Comm No: 13)

31-08-2014 Florine R. D’souza - 48 Yrs - Ganesh Nagar - (Comm No: 9)
09-09-2014 Wilfred S. Pinto - 64 Yrs - Sector 9 - (Comm No: 21)
20-09-2014 William H. Fernandes - 45 Yrs - Sector 1 - (Comm No: 13)

26-09-2014 Norma Fernandes - 66 Yrs - Lalji Pada - (Comm No: 3)
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Date Event Timings Age Group
19th October Career Fair 10.30 am to 1.30 pm | Open to All
19th October Mocktail Workshop 4.30 pm to 6.30 pm | 16 - 25 years
23rd October Salsa Workshop 10.00 am to 1.00 pm | 16 - 25 years
23rd October Youth Idol 7.30 pm to 10.00 pm | 16 - 25 years
24th October Self Defence 10.00 am to 1.00 pm | 16 - 25 years
24th October Assumption Got Talent 7.30 pm to 10.00 pm | Open to All

Public speaking +
25th October 10.00 am to 1.00 pm | 16 - 25 years
Power Point Presentation Skills
25th October Let’s Dance 7.30 pm to 10.00 pm | 16 - 25 years
Please note:

Assumption Got Talent is open to all the parishioners.
Youth Idol- Solo, Duet, Group Participation.

Lets Dance- Solo, Duet, Group Participation.

We encourage all our Youth to take part in large numbers.




